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Editorial 
Foreword
Palestine is not only a headline. It is a living place: 
dense with sacred geography, everyday hospitality, crafts, 
cuisine, and stories that have shaped the region for 
centuries. Yet for many operators, planning here can feel 
intimidating: logistics are complex, narratives are highly 
politicized, and public perceptions are often shaped by 
forces far removed from daily life on the ground.

We wrote this brochure to make Palestine easier to 
understand as a destination and easier to deliver as 
a product. It is designed for tour operators and travel 
designers who want journeys that are responsible and 
enjoyable as well as commercially viable, well paced, and 
grounded in reality. The occupation is part of that reality, 
and we do not remove it. But we also do not allow it to 
flatten the destination into a single story. Instead, we 
show where context belongs: in the geography of move-
ment, in the lived texture of cities and villages, and in local 
voices.

In a place where representation is contested and meaning 
is often claimed by others, first-person, hands-on experi-
ence matters. Travel does not decide what is “right,” but 
it does restore human presence, nuance, and scale. It 
allows travelers to see how history, faith, daily life, and 
constraint coexist, and how people live with dignity within 
that complexity.

Use this guide as a toolkit. Take what serves your 
program: the destination overviews, the 5D design lens, 
and the themed itineraries. The aim is not perfection. 
It is better journeys, clearer, calmer, more human, and 
partnerships that help travelers encounter Palestine not 
as an add-on or abstraction, but as the Heart of the Holy 
Land and a destination worth engaging on its own terms.

— The WideOyster Editorial Team
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Why Palestine Delivers 
Exceptional Guest Value

The Heart of the Holy Land  
with unmatched meaning density

Palestine contains many of the Holy Land’s most significant 
sacred places within a compact geography. For pilgrimage 
and heritage travelers, this creates rare narrative clarity 
and emotional depth, delivered without long transfers or 
fragmented storytelling.

A living destination,  
not a curated narrative

Palestine is not only ancient sites. It is cafés and markets, 
universities and workshops, family kitchens, public squares, 

and contemporary cultural life. Guests don’t just “see” 
history; they encounter a society that is active, articulate, 
and present.

First-person experience in a place  
shaped by competing narratives

Few destinations are so widely discussed yet so rarely 
experienced directly. In Palestine, on-the-ground travel 
cuts through abstraction and second-hand narratives. 
Guests engage with place, people, and geography for 
themselves, bringing nuance, scale, and human context 
back into a conversation often shaped from afar.



High-value contrast in short distances

Within a single itinerary, guests move between sacred 
cities, village landscapes, desert oases, and modern 
urban life, mostly within short drives. This allows operators 
to design days that balance intensity with release, reflec-
tion with social life.

Hospitality as a core experience

Palestinian hosting culture is one of the destination’s 
strongest differentiators. When built into the program, 
through shared meals, workshops, and home-style 
tables, hospitality becomes the connective tissue of the 
journey, elevating it from sightseeing to relationship.

Food and crafts that  
are genuinely place-linked

Knafeh in Nablus, olive wood in Bethlehem, glass and 
leather in Hebron, soap in Nablus, dates and citrus in 
Jericho: these are not souvenir add-ons. They are living 
traditions tied to real skills, real producers, and real 
livelihoods.

A destination that stays with people

Palestine consistently generates strong post-trip story-
telling. Guests return with clearer understanding, memo-
rable encounters, and a sense of having seen something 
real and human. That depth translates into word-of-
mouth, referrals, and long-term brand trust.

Responsible tourism with visible impact

In Palestine, where access and opportunity are uneven, 
tourism spend and respectful presence matter. Well-
designed programs can support local livelihoods and 
heritage stewardship in ways guests can see and under-
stand, without charity framing or performative ethics.

Palestinian operators are uniquely  
positioned to deliver complexity

The region is not simple, but it is workable when designed 
well. Palestinian partners operate daily within real condi-
tions of movement and access. That lived expertise allows 
them to design coherent journeys across Palestine and 
the wider region through trusted networks and realistic 
planning.

Palestine is complex,  
but it rewards good  
design with unusually 
high guest value, clarity, 
and meaning.
— Marco Barneveld, Editor-in-chief
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How to  
Use This Brochure

THIS BROCHURE IS DESIGNED FOR TOUR OPERATORS,  
TRAVEL DESIGNERS, AND PRODUCT MANAGERS WHO 
WANT TO WORK WITH PALESTINE CONFIDENTLY AND 
PROFESSIONALLY.

Use it to:

	• Understand Palestine as a working travel  
destination: sacred heritage, hospitality, living 
culture, and contemporary daily life.

	• Design itineraries that feel balanced and  
rewarding: high guest satisfaction,  
high time value, realistic pacing.

	• Plan experiences that are responsible and 
commercially strong: community-supportive, 
dignity-forward, viable at scale.

	• Brief travelers clearly and calmly: especially 
guests unfamiliar with Palestine’s geography,  
flow, and key sites.

How teams typically use this guide

	• Sales & storytelling: Use positioning lines, high-
lights, and destination framing to sell clarity,  
meaning, and pacing, not just a list of sites.

	• Operations & product: Use the 5D Planning Lens 
to structure days, align guides and suppliers, and 
reduce “dead time”.

A note on reading

You don’t need to read this brochure cover to cover. Most 
teams use it selectively: as a reference, a quality check, 
and a shared language when reviewing itineraries and 
partner proposals.

This guide is

	• A practical planning and sales tool for building 
coherent, deliverable programs in Palestine.

	• A destination mental model that helps teams 
design for flow, context, and guest energy.

	• A set of ready-to-sell itineraries and modular 
building blocks that can be adapted to your  
target groups.

	• A framework for responsible tourism that  
supports local livelihoods and living heritage.

This guide isn’t

	• A news source for on-the-ground updates.
	• A political manifesto.
	• A checklist that guarantees a perfect trip.
	• A substitute for your own supplier vetting and  

duty-of-care processes.

Operator note

Palestine is complex, but it is not unmanageable. The 
purpose of this guide is to help you design journeys 
that are clear to sell, realistic to run, and meaningful to 
experience.
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Guiding Principles for 
Community-Supportive Tourism 
in Palestine

NOT A CHECKLIST. A SHARED FRAMEWORK FOR DESIGNING 
TRIPS THAT ARE ENJOYABLE, DELIVERABLE, AND DIGNITY-
FORWARD.

In a destination where history, identity, and represen- 
tation are actively contested, tourism choices carry 
weight, whether intended or not. 

These principles help tour operators translate “respon-
sible travel” into practical product decisions: where you 
sleep, who you book, how you pace days, and how you 
frame context, while protecting both guest experience 
and local dignity.

1.	 Dignity first, always

Design encounters that respect privacy, agency, and 
consent. Avoid turning hardship into spectacle or people 
into symbols. In a place often spoken about rather than 
with, dignity begins by letting individuals choose how and 
whether their stories are shared.

2.	 Local value chains

Prioritize Palestinian-owned hotels, transport, eateries, 
and producers. Aim for local guides and real local spend 
across the itinerary; not one symbolic “community visit” 
or “solidarity purchase”. Economic presence is one of the 
clearest, least politicized ways tourism can support.

3.	 Context belongs in geography, not lectures

Occupation shapes movement, access, and daily life. 
Integrate this reality calmly through routing, observation, 
time-boxed explanation, and supported by local voices 
where appropriate. Let guests understand context 
through where and how they move, not through perform-
ative commentary.

4.	 Meet the present, not only the past

Balance sacred and archaeological heritage with contem-
porary life: cafés, universities, artisans, public space, 
and daily rhythm. This counters the tendency to freeze 
Palestine in history or conflict alone.

5.	 Protect vulnerable places through presence

Visits to villages, heritage sites, and local initiatives can 
strengthen stewardship and visibility. Keep group sizes 
appropriate, follow local guidance, and avoid over-pro-
moting fragile locations, especially where land, access, or 
narratives are under pressure.
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6.	 Do no harm with imagery and storytelling

Images travel farther than travelers. Set clear guest 
norms: ask before photographing, avoid sensitive 
locations and children’s faces, and never share content 
that could endanger people or misrepresent context. 
Representation is not neutral here, so make sure to 
always handle it with care.

7.	 Fair work and transparent partnerships

Work with partners who pay fairly, hire locally, and treat 
staff with respect. Build long-term relationships rather 
than transactional arrangements. Consistent partnership 
is what allows calm delivery in a complex environment.

8.	 Good pacing is ethical

Overloaded days lead to rushing, tension, and shallow 
engagement. Use pacing, meals, and quiet pauses to 
protect attention and reduce friction.

9.	 Spend time where it matters

Replace unframed “free time” with curated choices: 
a workshop, a hosted meal, a guided market walk, a 
viewpoint.

10.	Expectation management is part of  
your responsibility

Prepare travelers for mobility uncertainty, security proce-
dures, and cultural norms. A well-briefed group is calmer, 
more respectful, easier to host, and less likely to project 
assumptions shaped by distant narratives.

11.	Be accurate, not performative

Avoid exaggeration, simplification, or moral theater. In a 
politicized destination, credibility comes from clarity and 
grounded facts, not from dramatization.

12.	Leave room for joy

Community-supportive tourism is not “serious travel 
only.” Make space for laughter, hospitality, food rituals, 
music, and landscape. Joy is not a distraction from reality, 
it is part of resilience, and part of a great journey.

Operator takeaway

In Palestine, “responsible” and “commercially strong” 
are not opposites. The most successful programs are 
those that protect dignity, support local livelihoods, 
acknowledge reality with care, yet still feel light and 
beautiful.





Real Talk, 
Real Impact
Here are some core questions to align quality, respon-
sibility, and deliverability in Palestine. Use these with 
Palestinian DMCs, group leaders, guides, hotels, and 
other service providers.

Partnership & Local Benefit

	• Who owns and benefits from each component 
(hotel, transport, meals, activities)?

	• How much spend stays in Palestinian-owned  
businesses, and where does it leak out?

Dignity, Consent & Guest Conduct

	• How do you and your guide brief guests on  
respectful behavior and photography?

	• What are the “red lines” in sensitive locations  
(photos, questions, behavior)?

Deliverability: Mobility, Buffers & Plan B

	• Where are the likely disruption points on the route, 
and what’s the backup plan?

	• What is fixed vs. flexible in the itinerary design?

Narrative & Political Reality

	• How do guides handle political questions without 
lectures or spectacle?

	• How is occupation integrated through geography 
and lived experience (time-boxed, factual)?

	• Which local voices are included (women, youth, rural 
communities, artisans, educators)?

Food, Craft & Purchasing

	• What are the “hero” food and craft moments, and 
how are they framed?

	• How do you verify fair pricing and fair treatment in 
craft supply chains?

Group Fit, Pace & Impact

	• How do you pace intense days, like Jerusalem or 
Hebron, and how do you protect quiet moments?

The best partners don’t promise “no disruption” but 
deliver smart routing, clear briefing, and strong alter-
natives if something does not work out as planned.



New to  
Palestine?

A FAST ORIENTATION FOR TOUR OPERATORS  
PLANNING THEIR FIRST PROGRAMS

1.	 What makes Palestine different and worth it?

Palestine delivers unusually high “meaning density”: 
sacred geography, living culture, hospitality, and powerful 
human context. All of this often within short distances. 
When designed well, it feels coherent, premium, and 
deeply memorable.

2.	 Is it safe to operate?

Palestine is a complex destination, but it is not unman-
ageable. The key is good briefing, smart routing, and 
flexible execution. Design programs with buffer time, 
avoid overstacking, and work with partners who can pivot 
calmly when conditions change.

3.	 What’s the biggest planning mistake 
first-timers make?

Treating Palestine like a “site list” or a day-trip add-on. The 
result is rushed days, dead time, and weak storytelling. 
Palestine needs, like any other destination, a clear itinerary 
logic covering accommodation, activities, culinary, and 
shopping.

4.	 How should you think about mobility?

Movement is part of the experience. Short distances can 
still take time due to routing and access realities. Plan 
fewer stops per day, use connector moments (viewpoints, 
short walks, story stops), and build Plan B experiences for 
days where access shifts.

5.	 How do you brief guests (especially nervous ones)?

Calm and clarity are king:

	• Palestine is lived, hospitable, and welcoming.
	• Days are paced for comfort, with flexibility built in.
	• Sensitive realities may be encountered, but handled 

with care and context.
	• A well-briefed group is calmer, more respectful,  

and easier to host.

6.	 What type of itinerary sells best for  
a first program?

Start with one of these proven formats and have a look at 
our sample itineraries from p. 110 onwards.

	• Holy Land Introduction (3 days): sacred  
orientation, simple, highly sellable, p. 113.

	• First-Timers Loop (7 days): full narrative arc,  
balanced and coherent, p. 117.

	• A Taste of Palestine (8 days): food and  
hosting as the journey structure, p. 121.

7.	 When is the best time to travel?

In general, spring and autumn offer the easiest operating 
conditions and guest comfort. Summer requires heat-
smart pacing (early starts, shade breaks). Winter can be 
excellent for Jericho and the Jordan Valley. Align planning 
with major religious periods and local calendars when 
relevant.

8.	 Who is Palestine best for?
	• Pilgrimage and faith-based travelers.
	• Culture and heritage travelers.
	• Educational and learning-focused groups.
	• Responsible tourism clients seeking  

human encounters.
	• Repeat Middle East visitors looking for depth.

9.	 What kind of partners do we need?

A strong Palestinian DMC/partner who can:

	• Design with the realities of access and timing.
	• Brief guides consistently (tone, context, guest care).
	• Maintain high quality across suppliers.
	• Offer “Plan B” routing without losing guest value.
	• Coordinate region-wide extensions in other  

countries.
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Why Palestine?  
Why Now?

THE COMPETITIVE EDGE FOR OPERATORS ALREADY SELLING 
THE HOLY LAND AND THOSE ADDING PALESTINE FOR THE 
FIRST TIME.

Palestine is one of the most discussed places on earth, yet one of the least represented as a standalone travel desti-
nation. That gap creates a rare opportunity: High name recognition, strong emotional pull, and comparatively low 
product saturation.

If you already sell the Holy Land  
(but Palestine is currently just an “annex”)

Most Holy Land programs still treat Palestine as a short 
add-on. Upgrading it into a proper destination layer gives 
you immediate advantages:

	• Stronger differentiation: Your program becomes 
richer than a standard route.

	• Higher guest satisfaction: Bethlehem, Hebron, 
Jericho, and village landscapes add contrast and 
human depth.

	• Better storytelling: The Holy Land becomes legible 
as a living geography, not only a monument circuit.

	• More sellable extensions: Palestine naturally 
connects to Jordan and beyond.

Operator win: You don’t need new demand, you can 
unlock more value from demand you already have.

If you’re new to Palestine  
(looking for a distinctive destination)

Palestine offers what many mature destinations struggle 
to deliver: meaning + hospitality + density.

	• High-value travel: Sacred sites, heritage cities, food 
and craft traditions, and landscape shifts, all close 
together and easy to pace well.

	• A clear niche: Pilgrimage, culture, learning journeys, 
food-led programs, and responsible tourism  
segments all fit strongly.

	• A premium story: Not “luxury by hotels,” but  
premium by depth, access, and design quality.

	• Portfolio resilience: Adding Palestine expands  
your Middle East offering beyond the most  
saturated routes.

Operator win: A destination that is “known in name” 
but still feels new in experience.
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The market moment: Why now?

	• Travelers are seeking meaning: Many clients want 
journeys that feel human, grounded, and relevant, 
not just scenic.

	• Operators need differentiation: Standard regional 
itineraries are crowded; Palestine is still under-built 
as a product.

	• Responsible tourism demand is real: Guests 
increasingly ask how their travel can support local 
communities. Palestine is one of the clearest  
contexts where spending locally truly matters.

	• Palestinian operators can deliver the region: 
Local Palestinian incoming agencies and DMCs are 
uniquely positioned to design smooth,  
multi-country journeys across the region.

The winners won’t be the loudest marketers. They’ll 
be the operators who can brief clearly, design intelli-
gently, and deliver calmly in a complex environment.

Palestine is a high- 
recognition destination 
where strong design 
and local partnership 
create an outsized  
advantage:  
commercially,  
ethically, and  
experientially.
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When to Travel

PALESTINE IS A YEAR-ROUND DESTINATION. WHAT CHANGES 
IS YOUR PACING, ROUTING, AND THE “HERO” EXPERIENCES.

Climate logic

	• Highlands (Jerusalem / Bethlehem / Hebron): hot summers, wetter winters; pleasant shoulder seasons.
	• Jordan Valley (Jericho): warm to very hot summers, generally sunny, great “winter escape”.

Best season by product type

Season Best for What to design for “Hero” sell lines

Spring 
(Mar–May)

First-timers, culture loops, 
walking programs

Comfortable temps; strong for city 
walks + villages

“Green landscapes + easiest  
operating window”

Summer 
(Jun–Aug)

Pilgrimage with fixed dates, 
shorter stays

Heat-smart pacing (early starts, 
shade breaks); avoid Jordan Valley 
mid-day

“Evening life + sacred anchors  
without overload”

Autumn 
(Sep–Nov)

Food & craft, village stays, 
hiking

Harvest energy; strong market 
rhythm

“Olive season + living heritage  
in motion”

Winter 
(Dec–Feb)

Culture + museums + craft; 
Jericho/Jordan Valley add-on

Wet days in highlands; use Jericho 
as sun reset

“Jericho winter sun: dates, fresh 
juice, orchard lunches”

Pilgrimage calendar

Period What it means for programming Operator cue

Christmas in Bethlehem 
(late Dec + Jan)

Bethlehem has multiple Christmas sea-
sons; strong demand + higher crowding

Treat as premium season; early starts +  
tight time blocks

Easter / Holy Week 
(varies Mar/Apr)

High intensity, high meaning, higher 
complexity

Sell as “limited capacity”; build buffers + Plan B

Pentecost 
(50 days after Easter)

Strong for faith programs with many  
options to create “breathing space”

Pair sacred days with landscape/hosting days

Food seasons

Season window Best for adding Where it fits best

Olive harvest 
(Oct–Nov)

Harvest morning, oil tasting, village meal Central hills + north villages; build with  
local partners 

Medjool dates  
(late Aug / early Sep)

Jericho “date story” + farm lunch  
+ take-home

Jordan Valley / Jericho loop 

A ready-made sell angle: Winter

“Winter Escape Jericho”: add 1–2 nights in Jericho during November to February as a sunshine reset (mild days, strong 
light), paired with oasis produce and farm-to-table meals. 
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Who Is  
Palestine For?

MATCHING THE DESTINATION WITH THE RIGHT CLIENTS

The mental model

Palestine performs best for travelers who value meaning, human encounters, cultural depth, and who are comfortable 
with a destination that requires clear briefing and flexible pacing. It is less suitable for guests seeking a frictionless, 
resort-style trip or a “high-volume sights” checklist.

Client Fit Table

Client type Why Palestine fits What to lead with Watch-outs / how to brief

Pilgrims & faith 
groups

Core Holy Land geography; 
powerful sacred narrative

Sacred orientation + reflection 
pacing

Set expectations on crowds/sea-
sonality; protect quiet moments

Culture & heritage 
travelers

Living cities, crafts, markets, 
museums, deep story

Cities + workshops + food rituals Don’t overload sites; curate shop-
ping as DO+SHOP

Educational / 
learning groups

High-context destination; 
universities, civil society, 
heritage debates

Moderated discussions  
+ “geography explains reality”

Time-box politics; avoid lecture 
fatigue; choose skilled guides

Food-first 
 travelers

Strong place-linked cuisine 
and social dining culture

Markets, hosted meals, harvest, 
tastings

Make “hero moments” seated  
and unhurried

Responsible  
tourism clients

Local spend has visible im-
pact; community initiatives

Community-supportive value 
chain + dignity-first travel

Avoid savior framing; emphasize 
respectful presence

Repeat Middle  
East visitors

Fresh perspective beyond 
standard routes

“What you haven’t seen yet” (like 
Ramallah, Nablus, Jenin)

Keep narrative coherent; contrast 
days intentionally

Photographers & 
creatives

Strong textures: streets, land-
scapes, crafts, light

Visual rhythm + portrait ethics Clear photo consent rules; avoid 
sensitive locations

Soft-adventure 
travelers

Great for light hikes, village 
walks, cycling in Jericho

Landscape contrast  
+ active mornings

Heat-smart planning; choose 
routes that feel safe/comfortable

Families (some-
thing for all ages)

Strong learning value and  
food culture

Hands-on workshops  
+ story-based days

Keep days shorter; build breaks; 
avoid heavy content overload

Luxury seekers Possible, but different kind  
of luxury

Premium by access, hosting, 
design quality

Align expectations: fewer luxury 
assets, more depth and privacy

“Not the best fit” or requires careful design

	• Guests who demand guaranteed frictionless movement and rigid schedules.
	• Travelers seeking resort downtime as the main product.
	• Clients who prefer to avoid any exposure to political reality (unless you design a very faith-only version).
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Current Limitations  
How to Navigate Them

PALESTINE IS NOT “UNWORKABLE.” IT IS A DESTINATION 
WHERE GOOD DESIGN, CLEAR BRIEFING, AND FLEXIBLE 
EXECUTION ARE PART OF THE PRODUCT

1.	 Mobility uncertainty  
(checkpoints, delays, access shifts)

What it looks like: Transfer times can change; occasional 
reroutes; timing pressure around dense cities.

How to navigate:

	• Design days with fewer anchors (1–2 deep  
experiences) and built-in buffer.

	• Treat transfers as program space (viewpoints,  
short walks, story stops).

	• Always hold a Plan B that preserves guest value 
(market + workshop + hosted meal).

2.	 “Guarantee risk” 
(fear of not delivering what was sold)

What it looks like: Operators avoid Palestine because  
they can’t promise every site at every time.

How to navigate:

	• Sell the itinerary by themes and experience  
outcomes, not only by site lists.

	• Mark 1–2 items as “where access allows” and  
offer a named substitute.

	• Use a consistent language: “designed to flex  
without losing quality”.

3.	 Sensitive narratives and reputational exposure

What it looks like: polarized client questions; fear of 
backlash; staff uncertainty on what to say.

How to navigate:

	• Use a standard briefing script (calm, factual, clearly 
time-boxed to not let it dominate the whole tour).

	• Integrate context through geography and lived 
reality; avoid pure “politics days”.

	• Choose guides trained to handle questions without 
lectures or spectacle.

4.	 Emotional intensity and guest fatigue  
(especially Jerusalem / Hebron)

What it looks like: Overstimulation and tension

How to navigate:

	• Pair intense days with release days like Jericho, 
villages, food, landscape.

	• Build quiet pauses intentionally like gardens,  
courtyards, viewpoints.

	• Keep walking blocks disciplined; take the time for 
one seated anchor meal per day.
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5.	 Seasonality and heat management  
(especially Jericho / Jordan Valley)

What it looks like: Summer in Palestine can be very hot.

How to navigate:

	• Run early starts + reduce midday exposure.
	• Use Jericho as a winter-sun anchor (best Nov–Feb).
	• Shift “Do” to mornings and evenings.

6.	 Group size impact and experience fragility

What it looks like: Small villages, workshops, and 
heritage sites can be overwhelmed; quality drops.

How to navigate:

	• Cap group sizes for community encounters;  
split groups when needed.

	• Replace “free shopping time” with  
guided craft moments.

	• Choose one meaningful workshop per day.

7.	 Information freshness and operational updates

What it looks like: Conditions can change quickly; 
operators rely on outdated assumptions.

How to navigate:

	• Work with partners who monitor  
real-time conditions and can reroute.

	• Confirm key access-dependent elements  
closer to operation.

	• Keep the product promise focused on  
deliverable experiences.

8.	 Client expectation gap (fear, confusion, or  
“Holy Land” assumptions)

What it looks like: Guests arrive with incomplete  
mental maps or anxiety.

How to navigate:

	• Brief with clarity: what’s walkable, what’s dense, 
what’s flexible.

	• Frame Palestine positively first (heritage +  
hospitality + living culture).

	• Explain constraints as part of reality, then show  
how the program is designed to handle them.
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How to Communicate  
Palestine to Your Clients

A PRACTICAL MESSAGING TOOLKIT FOR TOUR OPERATORS: 
CLEAR, CALM, AND CONVERSION-FOCUSED

1.	 Lead with the positive truth  
(then add reality)

Start with what Palestine is: Sacred geography, 
hospitality, living culture, food, crafts, and 
human encounters. 

Then add: Movement can be complex, and the 
itinerary is designed to handle it.

Core line you can reuse:

“Palestine is a living destination of extraordinary 
meaning. Our tours are designed with smart pacing 
and flexibility so even a complex journey stays calm.”

2.	 Choose the right framing by client type 

I.	 Pilgrimage / faith travelers

“Walk the heart of the Holy Land with depth and 
dignity, guided by local expertise, paced for  
reflection, and connected to today’s communities.”

Emphasize: Sacred orientation, prayer time, quiet 
pauses, coherent narrative.

II.	 Culture & heritage travelers

“Explore Palestine through living cities, heritage 
streets, crafts, and food. Here, history is not only 
visited, but experienced in daily life.”

Emphasize: Markets, workshops, museums,  
neighborhood rhythm, landscape contrast.

III.	 Food-first / experiential travelers

“Taste Palestine through markets, kitchens, farms, 
and craft traditions.”

Emphasize: Hosted meals, tastings, “hero” dishes, 
workshops, take-home pantry.

IV.	 Educational / learning groups

“Understand Palestine through geography,  
institutions, and lived reality grounded in  
authentic local voices.”

Emphasize: Structured discussions, universities,  
civic life, context through movement.

V.	 Responsible tourism clients

“Travel that supports local livelihoods and living 
heritage through respectful presence. Our encoun-
ters are designed to be enjoyable, not performative.”

Emphasize: Palestinian-owned partners,  
dignity-first encounters, and community benefit.
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3.	 Set expectations without scaring people 

“This is a welcoming destination with rich culture 
and strong hospitality. Because movement and 
access can shift, we design with buffer time and 
alternatives, so the experience stays high quality 
even when plans flex.”

4.	 Answer the hard questions 

“Is it safe?”

“Safety is managed through local partners, careful 
routing, and clear briefings. We operate with 
awareness and flexibility, and we design days to 
avoid unnecessary friction.”

“Will we see the occupation?”

“You may notice aspects of it through movement 
and daily life. We approach this calmly and 
respectfully, in context, not as a lecture, and always 
with guest care in mind.”

“Is this a political trip?”

“It’s a cultural and heritage journey in a place where 
history and present reality are connected. We focus 
on human experience, local voices, and a balanced 
understanding.”

“What if plans change?”

“Our programs are designed to flex. If access shifts, 
we replace items with equal guest value like visits to 
local markets, workshops, or viewpoints. Even with 
changes, travel days remain rewarding.”

5.	 What not to say 

Here are a few safety ropes for your communication:

	• Don’t sell Palestine as “easy”, sell it as “well designed”.
	• Don’t overpromise specific access-dependent sites; 

use ‘where access allows’ language.
	• Don’t use savior framing (“help the poor”); speak 

about local livelihoods and respectful presence.
	• Don’t centre conflict as the main hook; lead with 

meaning and hospitality.

6.	 A short value-proposition paragraph

“Palestine is one of the world’s most meaningful 
destinations. It is equally rich in sacred geography, 
living culture, and remarkable hospitality. Our 
programs are designed for clarity and calm: well 
paced, locally guided, and built with flexibility 
so the journey remains rewarding even when 
conditions shift. The result is a deeply human travel 
experience that connects heritage with everyday life 
and supports local livelihoods through responsible 
partnership.”





Visuals Matter

IN PALESTINE, IMAGES DON’T JUST ILLUSTRATE A PROGRAM, 
THEY SHAPE TRUST, EXPECTATIONS, AND CONVERSION.

Because Palestine is often seen through headlines, many clients carry a narrow and anxious mental picture before 
they arrive. The right visuals correct that by showing the destination as it actually is: lived cities, hospitality, landscapes, 
craft, and sacred geography. Strong imagery helps you sell Palestine as a coherent, enjoyable journey.

1.	 What to show 
(high-conversion visual themes)

Use a balanced set that communicates beauty  
+ humanity + reality:

	• Sacred geography (panoramas, approach paths,  
quiet moments and not only crowds),

	• Living city rhythm (markets, streets, cafés,  
public squares),

	• Hospitality (shared tables, hosting, hands-on  
cooking, family-style meals),

	• Craft in action (olive wood, glass, ceramics, soap: 
people making, not shelves of souvenirs),

	• Landscape contrast (Jericho oasis, terraces,  
villages, viewpoints)

2.	 What to avoid  
(protects credibility and partners)

	• Crisis-only imagery that reinforces fear,
	• Faces of children or private moments  

without clear consent,
	• “Poverty tourism” visuals that turn  

hardship into a selling point,
	• Over-used stock clichés that could  

be anywhere.

3.	 Ready-to-use image bank  
(royalty-free)

To support operators, the Palestine Ministry of Tourism 
and Antiquities provides a curated, royalty-free picture 
bank with high-quality images that match the brochure’s 
themes and itineraries. You can use these visuals for:

	• Catalogues and web listings,
	• Sales decks and proposals,
	• Social media and newsletters,
	• Itinerary PDFs and fact sheets.

Access: destinationpalestine.io
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The 5-Dimension 
Planning Lens

A PRACTICAL FRAMEWORK FOR CONFIDENT, HIGH-QUALITY 
JOURNEYS IN PALESTINE

1.	 Why a planning lens matters in Palestine

Palestine is compact, dense, and multi-layered. Sacred sites, old cities, villages, landscapes, and contemporary life with 
complicated politics often sit only minutes of driving or walking apart. Without structure, itineraries can quickly be:

	• overloaded with “important places”,
	• fragmented by logistics,
	• dominated by transfers, waiting, or generic meals.

The issue is rarely lack of content. It is lack of focus and flow. 

The 5D Planning Lens is a simple, shared framework that helps travel professionals to:

	• stay oriented in a complex destination,
	• design days that feel balanced rather than rushed,
	• align guides, hotels, and suppliers around clear intent,
	• explain itineraries to clients with confidence.

It functions as both a planning and a communication tool.

2.	 What is the 5D Lens?

Every travel day can be understood through five experience dimensions:

Dimension What it covers Why it matters in Palestine

SLEEP Hotels, guesthouses, 
homestays, camps ... anywhere 
your clients sleep

Location shapes the whole program: it determines early access to 
high-density sites (Jerusalem / Bethlehem), reduces backtracking, and 
creates real evenings (walkable streets, cafés, rooftops), not “hotel time.”

EAT Street breakfasts, sit-down 
meals, tastings, markets, baker-
ies, farms, hosted kitchens

Food is one of the fastest ways into Palestinian culture: shared meals, 
market rhythm, and seasonal products turn “breaks” into the day’s most 
memorable, sensational and delicious human moments.

MOVE Walking routes, transfers, scenic 
roads, cycling / e-bikes, hikes, 
desert tracks

Distances are short but movement is frequent. With the right design, 
transfers become interpretation moments (viewpoints, story stops, politi-
cal cues), and walking is often the best way to experience old cities.

DO Sacred sites, archaeology, mu-
seums, craft demonstrations, 
nature segments, encounters

Palestine is high-density: the risk is “too much,” and not “missing out.” 
Strong programs choose fewer sites and add context, pacing, and one 
quiet pause so the experience lands.

SHOP Crafts, food products, coop-
eratives, workshops, ethical 
purchasing

Shopping works best when it’s curated: olive wood/mother-of-pearl 
(Bethlehem), glass/leather/authentic heritage (Hebron), soap (Nablus), 
mosaics (Jericho), ceramic (Hebron, Nisf Jbeil), pantry items like oil, 
za’atar (Jenin, Jalame). Done well, it supports livelihoods and living herit-
age and not mass souvenirs.

Used together, these dimensions ensure that every part of the day has intention, not just the headline visits.
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3.	 What the 5D Lens helps you achieve in Palestine

Palestine is compact and high-density: major sacred sites, old and modern cities, politics, and landscapes sit close 
together. That’s an advantage, but it also makes it easy to over-pack days and to lose flow in transfers and waiting.

The 5D Lens gives you a simple way to design balanced days and to brief partners with clarity.

Itinerary challenge How the 5D Lens fixes it across the day

Too many “anchor sites”  
competing in the same day

DO forces prioritization: confidently select 1 or max. 2 hero visits; avoid queueing 
places; allow more interpretation and discovery time. Jerusalem’s Old City has 
some 50 churches and monasteries alone. All are unique, but how many can your 
clients actually remember and distinguish from each other?

Short distances but frequent time 
loss (traffic pinch points, access 
constraints)

MOVE becomes designed time: prioritize walkable routes whenever possible, add 
viewpoints as pauses, prepare stories (with the guide) for the inevitable delays in 
the bus, design the itinerary with traffic peak times in mind (ask your local partner!).

Meals placed only for convenience, 
not quality and experience

EAT becomes a pacing tool: street breakfasts before crowds flood the cities,  
lunches placed after high-intensity blocks to calm down, hosted dinners that  
slow the day down and add a human encounter.

Guest fatigue in high-density walk-
ing environments (Old City density, 
uneven surfaces, heat)

DO + MOVE build realistic routes: plan not only the sites, but also ask for shade, 
seating, toilets, and at least one calm afternoon pause to prevent the late-day tired-
ness and to allow a moment to reflect “what happened” today.

Shopping shows up as unstructured 
“free time” or feels pushy

SHOP becomes curated and time-boxed: plan every second day one (hands-on) 
workshop or cooperative visit  with explanation; pre-select shops offering quality, 
fair pricing and ethics; avoid scattered souvenir drifting and leaving your client in 
“touristic” places with cheap, important or even fake mass products.

Overnight locations chosen by 
category/price and not by  
program logic

SLEEP is used to reduce friction and to add experience: the right base cuts back-
tracking, enables early starts, and creates real evenings; varying the location and 
category allows adding experiences (hotel, guesthouse, or homestay).

Programs read like a list, not a day 
with rhythm and coherency

All 5Ds together create structure: every time block has one clear purpose, so the 
day feels coherent and your clients know what and why it is happening.

	



How to apply the 5D Lens 
when building an itinerary

Step 1	 Structure the day in time units, not places

Sketch the day as the guest experiences it:

	• Sunrise
	• Breakfast
	• Morning
	• Lunch
	• Afternoon
	• Sunset
	• Dinner
	• Evening
	• Night

Rules

	• The only true “idle time” is SLEEP. Everything else 
should have a purpose.

	• Each time unit gets exactly one Primary D (MOVE or 
DO or EAT or SHOP or SLEEP).

The purpose doesn’t need to be explained to guests; if it 
is clear, they will feel it as natural clarity and flow.

Example

	• Morning = DO (Old City route)
	• Lunch = EAT (market meal with explanation)
	• Afternoon = MOVE (transfer enhanced with a  

viewpoint pause)
	• Sunset = DO (quiet site / reflection moment)
	• Evening = SLEEP (location with atmosphere)

Step 2 	 Add one small “enhancer” per time unit

Enhancers are low effort, high impact add-ons that 
upgrade how time feels and often justify a higher price 
than checklist itineraries.

Rules

	• Add one enhancer per time unit.
	• Use the 5 senses as your design guide: each time 

unit should clearly activate one core sense.

5-sense enhancer ideas

	• See: a viewpoint pause, rooftop access, sunset angle
	• Taste: bakery stop, fruits, olive oil tasting
	• Smell: spice lane, herb shop, bread oven moment
	• Touch: hold a craft tool, handle olive wood / textiles, 

shape dough
	• Hear: a short story moment from a host, vendor, 

artisan, or guide

Multiplier rule

	• If you can add one supporting sense to the core 
sense, impact multiplies.

Example: See a panorama + taste a packed breakfast.
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Step 3	 Balance the day 

A strong day usually contains:

	• 1 or 2 “hero” moments (the reason they came)
	• 1 slow moment (calm pause, reflection, tea terrace)
	• 1 human moment (host, artisan, farmer, guide)
	• 	1 signature taste (a dish/product linked to place)

This prevents fatigue and keeps the day from feeling like 
a checklist.
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Step 4 - Final 5D Quality Check 

If every line gets a ”check”, the day will usually feel clear, 
balanced, and premium to guests, even in a complex 
destination like Palestine.

Checkpoint

The day is structured into clear time units

Every time unit has exactly one Primary D

No time unit is “empty” or purely logistical.

Each time unit activates one core sense (see, taste, 
smell, touch, hear)

At least one time unit combines two senses

The day includes 1 or 2 “hero” moments

The day includes 1 intentional slow moment

The day includes 1 human encounter

The day includes 1 signature taste linked to place

Transfers are enhanced with a story or viewpoint

Shopping is curated, quality, and time-boxed

Overnight location improves evening atmosphere

The Palestinian daily-life layer is present

The day avoids “checklist stacking” of sites

You can explain the purpose of each time unit



Using the 5D Lens  
as a communication tool

WORKING WITH PARTNERS, GUIDES, AND CLIENTS TO CREATE 
REAL EXPERIENCES AND NOT JUST HANDLING LOGISTICS

The 5D Lens is not only a planning framework. Used well, it becomes a shared language that improves communi-
cation across the entire value chain: with local partners, incoming agents, guides, and even clients. This is especially 
valuable in Palestine, where programs are dense, sensitive, and highly dependent on good pacing and context.

1.	 Communicating with Local Partners  
and Incoming Agents

Challenge: Incoming agents and suppliers often receive 
requests framed as:

“Can you cover X, Y, and Z in one day?”

“We need Jerusalem, Bethlehem on the first day.”

“Add a lunch somewhere.”

This pushes partners into site stacking and logistics 
problem-solving, instead of experience design.

It matters for: Product managers, operations teams, lead 
planners working with Palestinian DMCs, agents.

Lens: The 5D Lens gives you a shared design language. 
By framing requests by function (DO, EAT, MOVE, SHOP, 
SLEEP), you signal professionalism and clarify what 
quality looks like.

In practice: Instead of listing sites, brief the day like this:

“The morning is a DO block focused on one sacred 
site and not on stacking visits/sites/places.”

“Lunch must work as an EAT anchor, not a stop.”

“This transfer should function as MOVE, with one 
interpretation stop.”

“We want one Shop moment linked to a real, visible 
and authentic work.”

“The Sleep location should support the next 
morning, not add driving.”

Result: Partners design with you instead of reacting to 
a checklist. Proposals improve without back-and-forth, 
and quality becomes easier to maintain.

2.	 Reviewing Proposals and Quotations

Challenge: Most itineraries are reviewed by:

	• number of sites,
	• hotel category,
	• and price.

This misses the real drivers of guest satisfaction.

It matters for: Product and contracting teams.

Lens: The 5Ds provide a quick quality scan.

In practice: When reviewing an itinerary, ask:

	• Where is the primary DO each day?
	• Which meals are true EAT experiences?
	• Which transfers are designed as MOVE?
	• Is SHOP intentional or just “free time”?
	• Does SLEEP reduce friction or create it? Is the over-

night location atmospheric or merely cost-effective?

Targeted feedback becomes easy:

“Upgrade this lunch to a farm-to-table EAT 
moment.”

“Replace one site with a calm pause.”

“Move the overnight to improve next morning flow.”

Result: You request specific upgrades, not full rewrites, 
so that the proposals improve faster.
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3.	 Briefing Guides without Micromanaging

Challenge: Guides are often handed:

	• timing-heavy schedules,
	• site lists,
	• little clarity on why moments matter.

This leads to rushed interpretation, friction, and clients 
might lose the feeling of coherence throughout the day.

It matters for: Operations teams and lead guides.

Lens: Guides are briefed on intention, not just timing.

In practice: A guide briefing might sound like:

“Morning is DO-heavy, keep interpretation focused 
on the specific theme, place, site, topic.”

“Lunch is an EAT hero, guests should understand 
what they’re eating, who made it, how it is related to 
Palestinian culture and heritage, and why.”

“This walk is MOVE, related interpreation to daily life 
and what people actually see, hear, smell.”

“This is the only SHOP today, take time, contextu-
alize with Palestinian heritage, focus on quality.”

“The evening supports atmosphere, finish gently.”

Result: Guides know what matters beyond the sites; 
clients feel coherence and ‘understand’ the day.

4.	 Communicating with Clients

Challenge: Clients don’t care about planning frame-
works, but they feel the results of poor design.

It matters for: Sales teams and client-facing staff.

Lens: The 5D Lens helps you translate the day design 
logic into a clear, reassuring language about pacing and 
experience which is felt as actual value by the client.

In practice: Instead of:

“Today you will visit X, Y, Z.”

Use:

“This is a balanced day. Deliberately we visit only 
one major site, followed by a local farm-to-table 
lunch with time for talking.”

“We start early to avoid crowds, but we will slow 
down for lunch and allow ourselves time to rest.”

“Today mixes sacred heritage with everyday life; 
experience frequent ‘jumps’ between topics, which 
will all come together at the end of the day.”

“Today movement is mostly on foot. It  limits us to 
just a few streets of the old city, but allows ample 
time to absorb and understand.”

Result: Clients understand why the itinerary works. 
Expectations shift from volume to quality.
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5.	 Internal Alignment (Sales, Product, Operations)

Challenge: Teams often talk past each other using 
vague terms like “better,” “richer,” or “more premium.”

It matters for: Sales, product, operations, and 
management teams.

Lens: The 5D Lens creates a shared internal language 
for comparing and explaining programs.

In practice: Internal conversations become clearer:

“This option has stronger EAT and MOVE layers,  
but it lacks a clear theme and sensory input.”

“We should remove one DO and therefore 
strengthen the human moment with an EAT or 
SHOP activity connected to the DO.”

“This itinerary version justifies the higher price 
through experience quality, but we must commu-
nicate the sensory and emotional richness clearly 
to overcome price-sensitivity among clients. Let’s 
create a ‘feel-first’ itinerary out of it.”

Result: Better internal decisions, clearer pricing logic, 
and fewer misunderstandings between teams.

6.	 Why this matters in Palestine

Palestine rewards clarity and intention. Small misunder-
standings between operator, partner, guide, or client 
can quickly affect:

	• pacing in old cities,
	• comfort in walking-heavy days,
	• emotional response to sensitive sites,
	• and overall satisfaction.

The 5D Lens gives everyone a shared reference point, so 
programs feel calm, confident, and well-held, even in a 
destination that is complex.



Palestine for Tour Operators  
in 10 Minutes

HOW TO PLAN, SELL, AND OPERATE PALESTINE WITH CLARITY

This section is a fast, practical orientation for tour operators. It shows how the 5D Planning Lens translates into real 
planning advantages in Palestine, a destination that is geographically compact and often underestimated in its opera-
tional and experiential complexity.

Why Palestine Needs a Different Planning Mindset

From an operator’s perspective, Palestine presents a very 
specific challenge:

	• Walking environments are dense and can feel physi-
cally exhausting (old cities, stairs, heat, crowds).

	• Short transfers still carry friction and delay risks 
(access points, congestion, traffic).

	• Clients arrive with strong expectations shaped by 
“Holy Land checklists” and “must-see” narratives.

Without a clear structure, itineraries tend to:

	• Overload days with headline sites,
	• Treat meals and transfers as logistical necessities 

rather than part of the story,
	• Rely on inherited routing (“this is how it’s always 

been done”),
	• Feel rushed due to the sheer number of places 

visited in a single day.

Remember: After visiting three churches in one day, most 
visitors can no longer name them correctly.

The 5D Lens shifts planning away from site accumulation 
toward thematic, sense-led day design.

SLEEP 

Although Palestine is geographically small, layered access 
realities make overnight planning critical. Running all 
excursions from a single base often creates more friction 
and wasted time than changing hotels.

Palestine’s accommodation landscape includes quality 
hotels, spiritual retreat houses, village guesthouses, and 
homestays. This allows overnights to become experien-
tial anchors, not just logistical stops.

In practice

	• Use more than one base where possible (for 
example Jerusalem or Bethlehem combined with 
Ramallah or Jericho).

	• Prioritize walkable areas with real evening life such 
as cafés, streets, and rooftops.

	• Use village guesthouses (Battir, Sebastia) to slow the 
journey rather than complicate it.

Operator cue: If guests spend the evening asking “what’s 
next” instead of settling into the place, the overnight base 
is misaligned.
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EAT 

Food is one of Palestine’s strongest connectors to 
people and place. When designed well, meals hold the 
day together.

In practice

	• Give each place a signature taste: 
	• knafeh in Nablus,
	• camel stew in Hebron,
	• fresh-from-the-field juice in Jericho.

	• Replace generic group meals with:
	• market tastings (Jerusalem, Nablus)
	• bakery stops (Bethlehem, Old Cities)
	• farm or home-style meals (Battir, Jenin).

Operator cue: If you could move this meal to another 
city without changing the story of the day, it is not 
doing its job. The right meal locks experience to place.

MOVE

Movement in Palestine is frequent but rarely long. That 
makes Move one of the most powerful design tools.

In practice

	• Enhance transfers with one simple layer:
	• a viewpoint (Mount of Olives, Jericho slopes),
	• a short walk (Old Cities),
	• a story stop (Bethany, villages).

	• Walk deliberately where walking adds meaning.
	• Use bikes or e-bikes where terrain allows (Jericho, 

countryside loops).

Operator cue: Every movement should either add 
meaning, offer perspective, or allow mental reset.

SHOP 

Shopping works best when curated and explained. In 
Palestine, crafts are living traditions, not just souvenirs.

In practice

	• Plan one meaningful shopping moment  
per day at most.

	• Prioritize:
	• Olive wood, mother-of-pearl (Bethlehem),
	• Heritage items, glass and leather (Hebron),
	• Soap, sweets (Nablus),
	• Village food products (Battir, Jenin, Jericho).

	• Use workshops or cooperatives wherever possible.

Operator cue: If shopping needs to be justified with 
phrases like “just a quick stop,” it has not been  
framed as heritage.

DO

Palestine is high-density. The risk is not missing some-
thing; it’s doing too much.

In practice

	• Limit each day to 1–2 “hero” experiences.
	• Alternate:

	• Stone-heritage days (Jerusalem, Hebron)
	• with living culture or landscape days (Ramallah, 

Battir, Jericho).
	• Always include one quiet or reflective pause around 

sacred sites.

Operator cue: If guests remember how many places 
they visited but struggle to describe what they felt or 
learned, the day is overloaded.
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Core Destinations  
of Palestine

THE BUILDING BLOCKS OF YOUR ITINERARY

This section breaks Palestine down into usable planning units. Each destination is presented through its function in an 
itinerary, what it does best, when to use it, and how it supports flow, pacing, and guest experience.

Rather than listing attractions, each chapter answers the 
questions operators actually need:

	• Why this place matters in the overall journey.
	• What it does best (and what it doesn’t).
	• How it works across the 5Ds (SLEEP, EAT, MOVE,  

DO, SHOP).
	• Which traveler types it fits best.
	• What to watch out for when planning and  

operating.

All destinations follow the same structure so you can 
scan, compare, and combine them quickly, whether you’re 
building a new program, adjusting an existing route, or 
reviewing a supplier proposal.

Use this section as a design toolkit.

Palestine’s compact geography allows you to link places 
with intention: sacred sites with living cities, high-intensity 
heritage days with slower landscape or food moments. 

These chapters help you choose destinations purpose-
fully and assemble journeys that feel balanced, coherent, 
and genuinely rooted in place.
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Central  
Palestine

THE ORIENTATION CORE: SACRED DENSITY, MODERN LIFE, 
AND DESERT CONTRAST IN ONE COMPACT ZONE

Central Palestine is the region most travelers already know by name:  Jerusalem, Bethlehem, Jericho, and Ramallah, 
but rarely understand as one coherent system. 

Done well, it becomes the orientation engine of the entire journey: sacred geography becomes legible, daily life feels 
present, and the shift into desert and oasis provides natural contrast. Done poorly, it becomes the most common failure 
mode in Palestine itineraries: too many “must-sees,” too little thematic connection, a rush list.

The 5Ds in Central Palestine

Dimension What matters most here Quick win

SLEEP Base choice determines 
access + evening  
atmosphere

Use two bases (e.g., Jerusalem/Bethlehem + Ramallah or Jericho) to reduce 
backtracking and “empty evenings.”

EAT Meals pace the day and 
reduce overload

Replace one sit-down meal with a market/bakery sequence (short, story-led, 
high recall by visitors, photo-opportunity).

MOVE Distances are short,  
friction is real

Turn one inevitable transfer into a designed Move block (viewpoint, story stop, 
in-bus lecture related to landscape, visible politics).

DO Density is the risk Limit to 1–2 “hero” sites or activities per day plus one calm and deliberate pause 
to give a chance to digest, swipe to the photos of the day and to  
remember what the first church was called or which theme actually led the day.

SHOP Best as micro-stops,  
not “free time”

Use pantry micro-stops inside the route (spices/sweets/oil) instead of drifting 
souvenir time.
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How  
Central Palestine  
behaves 

1.	 It’s compact, but it’s not “easy”

Everything is close, but the day can still feel rushed 
because friction comes from entry flow, regrouping, 
walking density, and timing windows, not distance.

Quick win: Design by time blocks (sunrise, breakfast, 
morning, lunch, afternoon, sunset, evening, night) and 
assign one primary D to each. The day immediately 
becomes calmer and more clear.

2.	 It’s where overload happens fastest

Central Palestine has the highest concentration of 
“important places.” The temptation is to stack them and 
that’s where guest fatigue and confusion start.

Quick win: You don’t need fewer sites. You need less 
“DO blocks.” Keep DO limited and use EAT and MOVE to 
add meaning and sensory-based anchors.

3.	 The centre works best through contrast

The region performs great when each day has emotional 
richness; for example, deliberately combine:

	• dense + open
	• sacred + everyday
	• stone + street life
	• intensity + release

Quick win: Pair a high-intensity sacred morning with a 
food + streets afternoon, not another spiritual site.

4.	 “Connector places” are your secret weapon

Bethany and Jericho are not just attractions, but they 
solve itinerary flow. They are the best tools to turn trans-
fers into value and give the program rhythm.

Quick win: Use Bethany as a meaningful transition stop. 
Use Jericho as a pace reset.
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Pro tip 1: Start with a “map moment” (MOVE + DO)

In Jerusalem, begin the day with a single orientation view-
point (e.g., Mount of Olives panorama) before entering 
lanes and sacred sites. Guests navigate the rest of the 
journey better when the geography is legible early.

Why it works: It reduces guide over-explaining later and 
increases guest confidence immediately.

Pro tip 2: Use food to carry culture (EAT)

Central Palestine gets premium fast when one meal 
becomes a structured tasting sequence: bakery + spice 
lane + sweet + seated lunch. This creates “chapters” and 
prevents the day reading as one long sacred-only block.

Why it works: Guests remember a story + taste better 
than an extra site.

Pro tip 3: One “release valve” per day (DO)

Choose one calm, time-boxed release moment:

	• a tea terrace (e.g. Jericho or Taybeh)
	• a rooftop (plenty in Jerusalem)
	• an orange orchard walk (Jericho)
	• a quiet small site (Mt. of Olives hidden spots),
	• a short café rest (great in Ramallah).

Why it works: The centre is emotionally dense. A release 
valve returns calm and a much-needed moment to 
reflect, swipe photos, remember what the last church 
was called or what “Byzantine era” means.

Pro tip 4: The 2-base structure (SLEEP + MOVE)

For most first-timer programs, one of these patterns is 
the cleanest:

	• Base A: Jerusalem/Bethlehem (sacred core days)
	• Base B: Ramallah (modern life + walkable evenings)

or

	• Base A: Jerusalem/Bethlehem
	• Base B: Jericho (winter sun + oasis pace reset)

Why it works: It prevents “same hotel, long days” fatigue 
and improves evening experience.

Pro tip 5: The “one big sacred + one lived layer” rule 
(DO + EAT + MOVE)

A high-performing Central Palestine day should have:

	• One sacred hero DO
	• One lived hero DO/EAT (street, markets, craft)
	• One designed MOVE enhancer (viewpoint)
	• One intentional slow EAT moment

Why it works: Different experiences are much easier to 
remember and the day feels more “rich”, even if the 
number of sites is shorter. 
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Micro Itineraries 
Central Palestine  

1.	 “First-Time Palestine: Sacred + Daily-life Balance”

Core target group: First-time visitors / mixed-interest groups (mid-market)

Day Location Key D(s) with examples

1 Jerusalem MOVE: Mount of Olives panorama (orientation “map moment”) • DO: Old City loop (Via Doloro-
sa segments / Church of the Holy Sepulchre focus) • EAT: Old City bakery stop (ka’ak + za’atar) + 
market falafel (Old City + East Jerusalem Palestinian street life), • SLEEP: East Jerusalem inside 
or outside the Old City

2 Bethany to 
Jericho

MOVE + DO: Bethany as transition stop (short reflective walk + story hinge “the female spiritual 
legacy of Palestine from past to present”) • DO: Jericho (Mount of Temptation cable car or Tell 
es-Sultan) + Hisham Palace • EAT: Jericho fresh juice stop + dates/produce tasting with oasis 
feel, • SLEEP: Jericho (guesthouse or hotel)

3 Ramallah DO: Mahmoud Darwish Museum + central street rhythm around Al-Manara Square • EAT: 
café culture (mezze-style lunch; evening sweets/ice cream walk) • SLEEP: overnight in central 
Ramallah for walkable evening

2.	 “Pilgrimage with Breathing Space”

Core target group: Faith-based / pilgrimage (depth without overload)

Day Location Key D(s) with examples

1 Jerusalem 
(sacred anchor 
day)

DO: one concentrated sacred sequence (Mount of Olives  + Gethsemane + Old City focus on 
Holy Sepulchre), consider early group-only intimate prayer moment at Benedictine Monastery/
Mt. of Olives • MOVE: time-boxed walking lanes + one seated pause (rooftop or Dar al-Consul 
building just before Holy Sepulchre “hero” spiritual moment) • SLEEP: Old City church-affiliated 
guesthouse to keep sacred/spiritual atmosphere

2 Bethany (con-
templation day)

DO: Bethany (Lazarus / Al-Eizariya context + quiet pacing, spiritual women focus) • EAT: simple 
village-style lunch (home-style/seasonal plates, Bethany or Jericho) • MOVE: story- and land-
scape-led drive from Jerusalem via Bethany down to below-sea level Jericho with desert photo 
stop • SLEEP: Jericho

3 Jericho & Jordan 
Valley (release + 
contrast)

DO: Tell es-Sultan or Wadi Qelt viewpoint (choose one), Hisham Palace; mosaic craft moment 
with hands-on activity • EAT: Jericho juice + local produce/dates • MOVE: short scenic drives, 
active focus: cycling, hiking, horse-drawn carriage, cable-car experience
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3.	 “Modern Palestine Lens: Culture + Identity”

Core target group: Culture seekers / educational / repeat travelers

Day Location Key D(s) with examples

1 Jerusalem (one 
sacred anchor 
only)

MOVE: Mount of Olives panorama (geography first) • DO: Old City single-anchor focus (Holy 
Sepulchre or a disciplined heritage loop), followed by Palestinian daily life experience along East 
Jerusalem’s core streets, cultural centres, musical performance, meetings • EAT: spice/coffee 
stop in the Old City; bakery stop and “every-day” food) • SLEEP: Jerusalem

2 Birzeit to  
Ramallah

DO: Palestine Museum (Birzeit) + short Birzeit University meeting; down-town Ramallah guided 
city walk; Arafat Museum or Mahmoud Darwish poetry focus • EAT: café lunch in Ramallah, 
modern Palestinian “fusion kitchen” dinner • MOVE: minimal driving, walking •  
SLEEP: Ramallah

3 Ramallah DO: gallery/cultural stop (or second museum layer if group’s interested); cultural performance 
in the evening and/or political layer with discussion/meeting • SHOP: curated micro-stop  
(local design / small crafts) • EAT: dessert walk (kanafeh-style sweets, typical local ice-cream  
or seasonal pastry)

4.	 “Slow & Comfortable Central”

Core target group: Seniors / comfort-first / low walking tolerance

Day Location Key D(s) with examples

1 Jerusalem 
(low-friction 
loop)

DO: one highlight sequence (Mount of Olives + Holy Sepulchre focus) • MOVE: minimal walking 
+ strategic drop-offs/pickups • EAT: seated lunch + one bakery “comfort stop” (ka’ak), viewpoint 
Palestinian restaurant dinner • SLEEP: East Jerusalem outside of the Old City for best vehicle 
access

2 Bethany to  
Jericho

MOVE: smooth transfers + short, flat walk segments; horse-drawn carriage through the oasis • 
DO: Mount of Temptation cable car (replaces steep walking) or a single easy heritage stop (e.g. 
Mosaic Centres visit) • EAT: fresh juice + light local lunch • SLEEP: quality hotel with amenities  
in Jericho

3 Ramallah (restful 
finish)

DO: thematic museum layer (politics- or cultural heritage-focussed); political discussion layer, 
e.g. with intl. NGO or political representative; cultural performance in the evening • EAT: slow 
café rhythm in Ramallah down-town area; quality Palestinian modern dinner • MOVE: short 
driving stops between places

5.	 “Central in 48 Hours: High Impact, Low Friction”

Core target group: Short itineraries / add-on module / tight schedules

Day Location Key D(s) with examples

1 Jerusalem (ori-
entation + one 
sacred core)

MOVE: Mount of Olives panorama, onward all on foot • DO: Old City single-anchor loop (Mt. of 
Olives, Lions Gate, Via Dolorosa, Holy Sepulchre, New Gate) • EAT: market falafel + coffee/spice 
micro-stop, dinner in New Gate area (Palestinian modern food anchor) • SLEEP: strategic East 
Jerusalem Hotel near Damascus Gate (evening walk + traffic sensitive)

2 Bethany to 
Jericho (buffer + 
reset)

MOVE: Jerusalem to Bethany to Jericho (1.300m drop in altitude in 2 hours, a story in itself) 
• DO: Bethany visitor path (history, spirituality, culture) + Jericho: Hisham’s Palace + Mt. of 
Temptation via cable car • EAT: Jericho juice + dates/produce combined with rich Palestinian 
oasis lunch
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Jerusalem Old City  
and the Mount of Olives

SACRED GEOGRAPHY, LIVED TRADITION, POLITICS, AND 
CULTURAL ENCOUNTER IN PALESTINIAN JERUSALEM

Jerusalem is a high-density microcosm within and surrounded by walls. Some walls are made of ancient stone; 
others are built from steel and concrete. Here, sacred landmarks, everyday trade, complex politics, and layered 
communities exist, live, and work in close proximity. When planned well, a day in Jerusalem is more than a monument 
checklist; it becomes a tour of encounters, where guests understand the “holy” city through people, streets, sounds, 
and lived traditions. 

The Mount of Olives is an anchor point of orientation. From the eastern ridge, the city’s sacred and contemporary 
“map” becomes easy to read and provides a good starting point for understanding what shapes the city. Centre stage 
are living religious communities and pilgrimage institutions, but also daily politics, including the separation wall to the 
east and the omnipresent visible differences between Palestinian and non-Palestinian neighborhoods. 

Signature experiences

	• Old City Palestinian Narrative Walk  
A guided route built around one clear theme: sacred 
geography, market life, craft & community, multi- 
cultural Palestinian Jerusalem, multi-faith Jerusalem; 
each with a defined start and finish.

	• Mount of Olives “Orientation + Spirit” 
One panoramic viewpoint plus 2-3 anchor stops on 
the slope, interpreted through the living religious 
communities and pilgrimage layering: Dominus Flevit, 
Gethsemane Garden or Auguste Victoria Hospital.

	• East Jerusalem Streetwalk 
A structured stroll along key commercial corridors 
between Salah ad-Din and Zahra streets, designed 
as “modern city life” and paired with a deliberate 
food + craft stop and contemporary Palestinian 
political and cultural narratives.

	• Cultural meeting add-on 
A short rehearsal sit-in, talk, or mini-performance or 
another local Palestinian culture experience point.

	• Curated craft encounter  
A hosted, story-led stop in a long-running family 
workshop or gallery (tea/coffee, objects, narrative 
+ purchase): Palestinian ceramics, art & heritage, 
Palestinian fabrics, spices & herbs.

	• Time-boxed “politics” 
A short, factual briefing on how the separation wall 
and access controls shape Palestinian urban life and 
movement today.

	• Outer ring memory/landscape layer 
Half-day trip to Lifta (abandoned village on Jerusa-
lem’s edge) as a brief, carefully framed reflection 
stop for the right audiences.
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Jerusalem Old City  
and the Mount of Olives 
5D Snapshot
Best suited for

	• Pilgrims and faith-based groups seeking sacred 
geography with lived context.

	• Culture-forward travelers who value markets, craft 
continuity, and human encounter.

	• Photographers, social-media enthusiasts, and visual 
storytellers (panoramas + early/late light).

	• Repeat visitors approached through a new lens 
(East Jerusalem streets, music/culture meeting,  
craft/community or politics focus).

Operator notes
	• Density management is everything: fewer elements, 

better interpreted, plus one quiet pause yields a 
stronger experience and less fatigue.

	• Add encounter blocks on purpose: a music moment 
or a craft stop turns “sites” into lived experience.

	• Time-box the political and context layer: keep it  
factual, calm, and short; build buffer time and  
confirm routing and access with local partners.

	• 	Outer ring additions (e.g., Lifta) require audience fit: 
keep it brief and reflective, not a lecture.

Pro tip

Start with the panorama, then enter the lanes. A Mount 
of Olives “map moment” followed by a structured Old City 
route and one curated encounter: music or craft. 

Together it creates a complete Palestinian Jerusalem 
day that guests can understand, feel, and remember.
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Dimension Practical planning guidance

SLEEP Use the overnight to enable the program: prioritize East Jerusalem positioning to support early Mount of 
Olives starts and easy evening movement. Add an optional East Jerusalem evening street rhythm (Salah 
ad-Din / Damascus Gate) as a low-effort value layer.

EAT Make food a designed pacing tool: run a guided market-tasting walk (bread, sweets, spice, or pantry 
micro-stops) rather than “free time.” Use a short bakery insert between two site blocks when energy dips. 
Keep meals deliberate so the narrative flow stays intact and consider truly local Palestinian restaurants 
and street kitchens instead of tourist-first places.

MOVE Sell the day as walked geography: Mount of Olives panorama + on-foot descent/transition + Old City 
lanes. Use clear entry/exit logic to avoid backtracking and crowd pressure, with shade/toilets/seating 
planned. Keep driving minimal.

DO Build with modular blocks: choose one spine, then add one encounter and one enhancer. 

Spine options include the Mount of Olives + Kidron slope chain (Dominus Flevit + Gethsemane/Church 
of Nations + Tomb of Mary; optional Pater Noster / Ascension; Mary Magdalene) or an Old City core route 
(Via Dolorosa or four-quarters structure; Haram al-Sharif layer). 

Enhancers: Redeemer Church tower, city walls, one underground layer (tunnels / Coptic cisterns under 
the Church of the Holy Sepulchre), an East Jerusalem Palestinian-layer route (Damascus Gate entry logic; 
Salah ad-Din street; Khan al-Zeit + madrasas; Dar al-Consul cultural centre, African Quarter coffee stop; 
Afghan Sufi mosque for niche groups). 

Encounter block: music conservatory moment and/or hosted craft/workshop stop. Close with Mount 
Zion or a modern counterweight (Rockefeller Museum). Add a short, factual context block on the separa-
tion wall and political realities only when its sits naturally in the day and the group is ready for it.

SHOP Keep shopping curated and embedded: story/demonstration + purchase. Use pantry micro-stops (spices/
tahini/sweets) inside a tasting route through the Old City.





Jericho  
and the Jordan Valley

OASIS OF DEEP TIME, NATURE, AND SENSORY CONTRAST

Jericho is one of the most distinctive destinations in Palestine and one of the most memorable for travelers. Set in the 
Jordan Valley below sea level, it layers dramatic desert landscapes with fertile oasis agriculture and “deep time” 
archaeology (Tell es-Sultan as an earliest-urban-settlement story).

For itinerary designers, Jericho is both content-rich and a pacing reset: it opens the program into space, light, and 
horizon after dense old-city days. It can run as a powerful day trip, a restorative overnight, or a seasonal highlight. 
Especially for visitors from the northern hemisphere (EU, North America), Jericho offers a surprising contrast with its 
full-bloom orchards, blue sky and pleasant sunny days!

Signature experiences

	• Tell es-Sultan (“Ancient Jericho”): deep-time heritage 
interpretation on “the world’s longest continuously 
inhabited settlement”; note: the tell itself offers little 
to see without proper story-led guidance. Make sure 
to arrange for a qualified and eloquent guide!

	• Hisham Palace: Umayyad palace ruins + one of the 
largest fully intact floor mosaics in the world; a true 
“wow moment”.

	• Oasis mobility (MOVE becomes DO): explore the 
oasis on foot, by bicycle, by camel, or by traditional 
horse carriage.

	• Mount of Temptation (Qarantal) + cable car: ascent 
to panoramic viewpoints over the oasis / Dead Sea 
direction; pair with the monastery story route or 
Jesus-focused pilgrimage.

	• Wadi el-Qelt nature corridor: best as a long half-
day/full-day hike with a clear pace plan or a time-
boxed St. George’s Monastery viewpoint alterna-
tive during transit Jerusalem/Bethany to Jericho.

Optional extensions 

	• King Herod’s winter-palace as a political-historical 
bridge when you’re already running a Wadi el-Qelt 
day or focussing on Roman heritage/mosaics.

	• Zacchaeus’ Tree tradition as a short New  
Testament narrative insert.

	• Nabi Musa sanctuary as a Jericho return-route 
stop adding a Muslim pilgrimage layer.

	• Dead Sea “water floating” experience.
	• Baptism-site / Jordan River area (best when 

thematically relevant to the group, combine with 
Monastery of Saint Gerasimus (Deir Hajla) for 
special interest or Greek-Orthodox groups.
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Jericho and the Jordan Valley 
5D Snapshot
Best suited for

	• Archaeology and history enthusiasts.
	• Nature and hiking travelers.
	• Families and multi-generational groups.
	• Photographers and visual storytellers.
	• Winter-sun seekers and slow-travel programs.

Operator notes
	• Use Jericho as a contrast day after Jerusalem/

Bethlehem: it resets pace through space, warmth, 
and horizon.

	• Protect the arc: early morning for wadis/outdoor 
activity; midday for indoor archaeology, monastery, 
mosaic-theme or a long lunch; late afternoon for 
viewpoints and “golden hour.”

	• Turn one element into a hands-on anchor: oasis 
mobility (bike, hike, carriage) or mosaic craft.

	• If adding extensions (Dead Sea / baptism area / Nabi 
Musa), only do it when it strengthens the logic rather 
than expanding a “checklist”; Jericho “takes time” and 
is best experienced with generous pacing.

Pro tip

Use Jericho to reset the journey and design one “pure 
sensory” moment: oasis cycling, irrigation storytelling 
at Elijah’s Spring, orange picking in the orchards or the 
cable-car panorama. That moment will easily become the 
most talked-about memory of the entire itinerary with 
great natural photo opportunities!
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Dimension Practical planning guidance

SLEEP Jericho works exceptionally well as an overnight winter or late autumn/early spring base, especially 
when you want to layer oasis + desert-edge experiences across two days.

EAT Build food around the Jordan Valley’s abundance: a guided market produce moment (citrus/dates/or-
anges), a farm-to-table lunch after the oasis tour, or a signature zarb dinner for desert-night programs.

MOVE Short distances enable experiential mobility: bike / camel / carriage / on-foot field strolls. Treat move-
ment as a designed block, not a transfer. This also a great add-on for soft-adventure, family/youth 
activities.

DO Jericho rewards depth, not accumulation: choose one archaeology anchor (Tell es-Sultan and/or Hish-
am’s palace: they work well together, but visitors must be clearly guided through the historical layers and 
eras to avoid confusion), one nature/monastery block (Wadi el-Qelt or Mount of Temptation), plus one 
sensory oasis moment (fields/water/views).

Jericho also offers a great thematic layer: mosaics. Build an itinerary focused on Palestinian stone-art 
from past to present and include a “make-your-own” mosaic Do-hero at one of the Mosaic Centres.

SHOP Keep shopping light and purposeful: edible, easy-to-carry take-homes (dates/seasonal items) and mosaic 
craft as Do+Shop (demo or hands-on; buying secondary).





Bethany 
(al-Eizariya)

A PLACE OF ENCOUNTER, CONTEMPLATION, AND TRANSITION

Bethany is the most visited pilgrimage place in Palestine after Bethlehem. 

The biblical city, contemporary called al-Eizariya, is traditionally linked to the raising of Lazarus and the home of 
Mary and Martha. For many Christian travelers, it delivers a distinctly human-scale spirituality: intimate, personal, 
women-focused, and reflective rather than monumental.

It also plays a strategic role for itinerary design. On the eastern slope of the Mount of Olives, Bethany sits naturally 
between Jerusalem, Bethlehem, and Jericho, making it an ideal connector stop that improves program flow while 
adding meaning and another key site.

From late 2026, a new Bethany Visitor Path is scheduled to create a coherent, walkable narrative connecting the Tomb 
of Lazarus, rehabilitated medieval monastic remains, and the Church of Mary and Martha. The new, mostly accessible 
path, will strengthen Bethany as a structured, story-led visit with a special emphasis on female spiritual figures and 
contemporary expressions of faith.

Signature experiences

	• Tomb of Lazarus + Church of Mary and Martha 
as a focused core sequence.

	• Mount of Olives slope micro-briefing: a short, 
high-value geography and pilgrimage-context stop 
that turns Bethany into a meaningful transition 
point; add a political layer with a stop at the Beth-
any-side of the Separation Wall, cutting the Mt. of 
Olives in two and disrupting Palestinian social and 
economic life.

	• Bethany Visitor Path: curated route linking ancient 
tradition, medieval monastic life, and modern spirit-
uality through multimedia interpretation (estimate 
time: 1.5 to 2 hours).

	• Quiet devotion block: planned time for group 
prayer, contemplation, or reflection.

	• Greek Orthodox monastery outside the old town 
(pre-arranged only; use selectively for the right 
group profile).
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Bethany (al-Eizariya) 
5D Snapshot
Best suited for

	• Pilgrims seeking a human-scale, contemplative 
complement to major holy sites.

	• Heritage travelers interested in layered spiritual 
narratives and monastic history, especially with a 
focus on female spiritual legacy in Palestine.

	• Groups that benefit from a meaningful pause be-
tween Jerusalem, Bethlehem, and Jericho.

	• Repeat visitors who want depth beyond core head-
line pilgrimage stops in Bethlehem and Jerusalem.

	• Mixed-ability groups (the new Visitor Path is mostly 
accessible; a VR experience substitutes the physical 
tomb-visit if abilities prohibit).

Operator notes
	• Bethany works best as a short, well-prepared stop 

of 1-2 hours. Here, depth comes from interpreta-
tion, contemplation, and spiritual emotions.

	• Schedule very early or late to reduce traffic  
pressure and create a calmer atmosphere.

	• Pair Bethany with a pre-arranged traditional 
breakfast or dinner to deepen emotional impact 
and improve group logistics.

	• Brief guests clearly on quiet tone, modest dress, 
and respectful pacing: this is a place of intimacy 
and reflection.

	• Re-check routing and timing with local partners as 
new visitor infrastructure (2026) comes operational, 
and integrate Bethany into half-day or thematic 
programs where it strengthens the narrative.

Pro tip

Bethany shines at the edges of the day: An early visit + 
traditional breakfast, or a late-afternoon visit + home-
style dinner, avoids traffic, deepens reflection, and turns 
a short stop into a lasting memory.

Accessible Bethany

Since 2017, Bethany has been a regional frontrunner in 
accessible tourism. From summer 2026, the upgraded 
visitor path will include on-site VR stations enabling 
visitors who cannot use the steep stairway into the Tomb 
of Lazarus to experience a high-quality virtual visit as an 
equal-access tool.
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Dimension Practical planning guidance

SLEEP Best planned as a day stop, not an overnight. Current accommodation is limited (one small guesthouse 
mainly suited to individuals). Pair with overnights in East Jerusalem / Old City, Bethlehem, Jericho, or  
Taybeh depending on routing and group profile.

EAT Strong potential for everyday Palestinian food via small local restaurants and women-led cooperatives, 
but seating is limited. Plan as pre-arranged group meals, home-style settings, or pop-up buffet formats 
(especially effective paired with an early-morning or late-day visit + sunrise or sunset).

MOVE Bethany sits inside the Jerusalem–Bethlehem–Jericho triangle: timing matters more than distance. 
Treat it as a connector stop that improves overall flow, and coordinate closely with your local partner to 
avoid peak traffic windows.

DO Keep the visit focused and respectful: one core sacred sequence + interpretation + quiet time. From late 
2026, the new visitor path will support longer, naturally structured visits combining biblical narrative, 
women-led faith & devotion, history & archaeology with present-day Palestinian life.

SHOP Keep it light and purposeful. Prioritize local women’s cooperatives (e.g., scented candles and small devo-
tional items). Frame purchases as community support.





Ramallah  
and al-Bireh

CONTEMPORARY CULTURE, CIVIC LIFE, AND  
MODERN PALESTINIAN IDENTITY

Ramallah and al-Bireh are Palestine’s street-level civic and cultural counterweight to heritage-heavy days. Done 
well, stopping in both cities communicates “Palestine today” through walkable public life with cafés, shops, and daily life 
rhythms combining culture, history, art & politics.

For operators, the value is clarity and ease: Ramallah and al-Bireh are best when visiting feels “lived” rather than “seen”. 
It is a place for structured conversations, debriefs, and contemporary context embedded in experiencing modern 
Palestinian citylife.

Signature experiences

	• Civic core + national memory: Yasser Arafat 
Mausoleum + Museum as “contextual anchor,” then a 
civic-centre walk logic around Al-Manara Square and 
central streets to experience public day-to-day life 
in ‘modern’ Palestine (a good counterpart to more 
traditional cities like Bethlehem area or Jericho).

	• Culture & literature layer: Mahmoud Darwish Mu-
seum as a calm, high-impact modern identity block 
and pair with a relaxed afternoon pace.

	• “Living city” walk with micro-moments: guide-led 
culinary micro-stops, an Arabic coffee pause, and 
the Rukab ice cream stop as the “only in Ramallah” 
signature moment.

	• Artisan / contemporary encounter: a jewelry/
artisan studio “meet the maker” conversation; best 
framed as cultural encounter, not shopping.

	• “Palestine and the World” layer: Ramallah is the de 
facto centre of Palestinian public and diplomatic 
life, hosting government institutions, international 
organizations, and development agencies. When 
pre-arranged, short meetings or briefings offer 
practical insight into governance, development 
work, and international engagement without formal 
political programming.

	• Occupation-layer: Ramallah and al-Bireh are en-
circled by checkpoints and access restrictions that 
shape everyday movement and urban life. A short, 
factual context briefing helps visitors understand 
how a modern civic centre functions within these 
constraints and adds depth to the experience of 
contemporary Palestine.
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Ramallah & al-Bireh 
5D Snapshot
Best suited for

	• Culture- and arts-focused travelers interested in 
contemporary Palestinian expression.

	• Younger audiences, student groups, and  
educational itineraries seeking lived civic context.

	• Repeat visitors who want modern Palestine after 
classic holy-site days.

	• Programs that benefit from an evening-led city 
rhythm, combining walking, cafés, modern  
Palestinian cuisine, and relaxed dining.

Operator notes
	• Ramallah works best when it stays simple. Keep 

the program walkable and cohesive; avoid scattered 
stops and museum stacking.

	• Use the city deliberately for structured conversa-
tions, reflection, and debriefs. It reads naturally 
as a functioning modern civic centre without heavy 
framing.

	• A proven sequence after heritage-heavy days is 
Arafat Museum + Al-Manara civic walk + coffee pause 
+ Rukab ice cream, with the Darwish Museum added 
only if time and energy allow.

Pro tip

Use contrast as the lesson: Ramallah’s power lies in the 
unexpected combination of movement restrictions, 
checkpoints and external control on the outside and being 
a vibrant, forward-moving city on the inside. 

A short, well-framed moment acknowledging access 
limitations, followed immediately by a walk through busy 
streets, cafés, offices, and evening social life, helps guests 
grasp how modern Palestinian society functions 
dynamically within constraint.

This contrast often becomes one of the most thought- 
provoking takeaways of the journey.
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Dimension Practical planning guidance

SLEEP Ramallah offers several high-quality, modern hotels geared toward diplomats, business travelers, and 
international visitors, alongside guesthouses and hostel-style options for smaller budgets and youth 
groups. Use the city as a routing handover and overnight anchor: arrive late afternoon, add an evening 
city walk + café rhythm, then sleep centrally to keep the next day smooth (north–south or south–north 
itineraries).

EAT Treat food as street-level culture, not just logistics. Use falafel as a repeatable market moment, add a  
structured Arabic coffee pause, and finish with Rukab ice cream as a light, memorable highlight. Insert 
short “how it’s made” stops (shawarma or saj-oven ‘flat’-bread) or a mu’ajanat (salty pastries) bakery stop  
between two DO blocks to maintain energy without slowing flow. 

Evening layer: include a contemporary bar or café stop to introduce modern, younger-generation social 
life or opt for one of the high quality modern Palestinian restaurant with their fresh interpreations of 
traditional Arab food culture.

MOVE Keep the program walkable and concentrated. Ramallah’s value lies in street life and proximity. Avoid  
scattering stops across town; use short vehicle hops only for anchor institutions when needed.

DO Time-box the modern layer. One strong anchor (Arafat Mausoleum & Museum), one cultural block 
(Mahmoud Darwish Museum), plus street life is usually sufficient. Add an optional contemporary context 
session with an international organization or local institution, paired thoughtfully with the group’s 
nationality or interests. 

Proven formats include a “modern civic lens” walk or an “arrive, decompress, feel the city” evening block.

SHOP Best format is DO + SHOP: a time-boxed “meet the artist” visit to a jewelry or artisan studio placed after 
the civic or cultural walk; weekday-depending add a short market-walk.





Taybeh  
(near Ramallah)

VILLAGE HOSPITALITY, CHURCH HERITAGE, AND CRAFT-BEER 
CULTURE: AN EASY “SOCIAL + CULTURAL” EXTENSION

Taybeh offers a rare and highly sellable combination of living village identity and a contemporary craft story. While it is 
internationally known for Taybeh Brewery (established in 1994), the village also carries a deep heritage layer expressed 
through its historic churches, strong community traditions, and everyday rural life.

For tour operators, Taybeh works as a low-logistics, high-impact half-day from Ramallah, Nablus, or Jericho (via 
the “mosaic road”). It delivers a relaxed social atmosphere, genuine local hosting, and just enough heritage to feel 
meaningful without becoming heavy. This makes it especially well suited for small groups, incentive programs, and 
repeat visitors looking for a modern, human-scale experience beyond headline sites.

Signature experiences

	• Taybeh Brewery visit and tasting (DO + EAT): 
production storytelling paired with a guided tasting 
in a hosted, conversation-led format rather than an 
open-ended drinking stop.

	• al-Khidr (St. George) Church stop: a short visit to 
Taybeh’s landmark church, with Byzantine roots and 
later layers that anchor the village’s long Christian 
continuity.

	• Village walk (short loop): churches, lanes, and 
everyday life, designed as a gentle, time-boxed 
introduction to village rhythm.

	• Seasonal festival layer: Taybeh’s festival program-
ming can significantly elevate the experience when 
dates align; early planning and confirmation are 
essential.

	• Community stops: small, women-led products and 
local items framed clearly as community support 
rather than retail time.

Mosaic road extension

Mosaic heritage forms a continuous cultural thread 
across Palestine. Taybeh, with the mosaics of al-Khidr 
Church, sits naturally on this route. 

It can be added as a short thematic stop or incorporated 
into a fully mosaic-focused itinerary, ideally paired with 
Jericho and surrounding sites before or after.
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Taybeh 
5D Snapshot
Best suited for

	• Small groups and incentive programs.
	• Culture-forward travelers and repeat visitors.
	• Food and beverage–interested audiences.
	• Programs seeking a serious plus social balance 

after heritage-heavy days.

Operator notes
	• Set expectations clearly: Taybeh is about craft and 

community, not nightlife or headline sites.
	• Moderate the tasting: seated, guided, and time-

boxed formats ensure cohesion and comfort.
	• Use the church stop to widen appeal, especially 

for pilgrims, interfaith groups, and guests who are 
less tasting-focused.

	• Festival timing (“Oktoberfest”) adds significant value 
but requires early planning and confirmation.

	• Keep groups small enough to maintain conversa-
tion. Taybeh’s strength lies in social ease, not scale.

Pro tip

Pair thinking with tasting: Start with a cultural anchor 
in Birzeit, then finish with Taybeh’s brewery visit and a 
short al-Khidr (St. George) church stop. This combination 
consistently delivers one of the most balanced days in 
central Palestine: intellectual, social, and genuinely enjoyable.
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Dimension Practical planning guidance

SLEEP Best positioned as an extension from Ramallah, which offers the strongest accommodation and evening 
services. Overnighting in Taybeh works well, too, but options are limited; early planning is essential; yet, 
ideal for private, niche, or slow-travel programs seeking village immersion.

EAT Keep tastings hosted and moderated. Pair the brewery visit with a simple village lunch or early dinner. 
For mixed or faith-sensitive groups, frame the visit as craft + culture and plan non-drinking alternatives 
so the experience works for everyone.

MOVE Short transfers make Taybeh easy to integrate. 

Proven sequences include Birzeit cultural anchor + Taybeh tasting + church stop + Ramallah evening, or 
Ramallah morning + Taybeh social half-day + Ramallah night program or afternoon arrival and  
overnight to continue north-south or also towards the Jordan Valley.

DO Build around one hero block (brewery) plus one heritage layer (al-Khidr/St. George Church) and one soft 
atmosphere element (village walk or hosted meal). Keep the tone conversational and relaxed.

SHOP Keep shopping curated and time-boxed. Focus on brewery merchandise where appropriate and small 
community-made items, clearly framed as supporting local livelihoods.





Birzeit

CONTEMPORARY CULTURE, YOUTH ENERGY, CRAFT BREWING, 
AND A HERITAGE TOWN JUST BEYOND RAMALLAH

Birzeit is one of the most effective places to communicate “Palestine today” in a compact, low-logistics format. Located 
just north of Ramallah, it brings together modern cultural institutions, academic life, contemporary entrepreneurship, 
and a lived historic town fabric into a single, coherent visit.

The town combines three strong layers. First, The Palestinian Museum provides a flagship contemporary cultural anchor 
with international credibility. Second, Birzeit University contributes a vibrant student atmosphere and intellectual energy 
that clearly reflects modern Palestinian society. Third, the town itself offers continuity through its old mosque, historic 
khan, churches, and traditional courtyard houses, ensuring the visit never feels disconnected from daily life.

Birzeit also adds a contemporary craft layer through Birzeit Brewery, Palestine’s second craft brewery, which comple-
ments the Taybeh story and allows operators to build a craft-beer narrative rooted in local entrepreneurship.

For tour operators, Birzeit is a great ‘off-the-beaten-track’ add-on that works exceptionally well as a half-day extension 
or a light full day when paired with Ramallah or Taybeh.

Signature experiences

	• The Palestinian Museum: guided visit combined 
with architectural and landscape reading, followed 
by café time.

	• Birzeit University: a time-boxed look at campus 
atmosphere and youth culture.

	• Birzeit Brewery: a focused craft-beer encounter 
highlighting local entrepreneurship and contempo-
rary production, best combined with Taybeh for a 
themed craft itinerary.

	• Old town heritage loop: a concise, story-led walk 
linking the historic khan, old mosque, churches, and 
courtyard-house fabric.

	• Quiet continuity stop (optional): a single church 
visit to broaden appeal for mixed or faith-sensitive 
groups or a visit to Star Mountain Rehabilitation 
Centre for a layer of daily-life inclusive realities and 
challenges.
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Birzeit 
5D Snapshot
Best suited for

	• Contemporary Palestine–focused travelers.
	• Student, academic, and educational itineraries.
	• Small groups and incentive programs.
	• Repeat visitors seeking depth beyond classical 

heritage sites.
	• Programs combining culture with social or  

craft-led experiences.

Operator notes
	• Keep Birzeit focused, short and intentional. One 

flagship cultural block plus one enhancer consist-
ently delivers the best results.

	• Sell the Palestinian Museum as ‘experience plus 
place’. Architecture, terraces, and landscape reading 
are part of the value, not just exhibitions.

	• Birzeit pairs especially well with Taybeh for a 
coherent craft and community day, or with Ramallah 
for an evening-led modern city program.

Pro tip

Build Birzeit as a conversation starter, which can last 
easily beyond the day: A strong museum visit followed 
by one human-scale enhancer, whether campus life, 
craft brewing, or a short old-town walk, consistently lands 
as thoughtful, contemporary, and memorable without the 
‘heaviness’ of the political layers in Ramallah or Hebron.
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Dimension Practical planning guidance

SLEEP Birzeit works best as a day stop, paired with Ramallah as the accommodation base. Overnighting locally 
is possible only for special-niche or private programs.

EAT Use Birzeit for a museum café meal or a simple local lunch. Larger dinners and evening social life are 
best kept in Ramallah or Taybeh.

MOVE Short transfers make Birzeit easy to integrate. Keep the visit concentrated around one anchor plus one 
enhancer to maintain clarity and flow.

DO Proven structure: Museum (anchor) + one enhancer (campus, brewery, or old town) + debrief coffee.

SHOP Focus on museum shop items (books, design objects) and brewery merchandise where appropriate.





Southern 
Palestine

THE DEPTH CORE: SACRED MEANING, LIVING CRAFTS, AND 
LANDSCAPE “RESET” DAYS

Southern Palestine is where the journey slows down, yet spiritually and emotionally deepens. Most travelers 
already recognize Bethlehem and have heard of Hebron, but they rarely expect the region’s strongest added value: 
living crafts, old-city texture, and calm landscape days like Battir that restore attention after intense sacred sites and 
thinking-heavy political layers. 

Operated well, the south delivers the most “felt meaning” per day, not by adding more stops, but by layering sacred 
anchors with lived culture, craft, culinary, arts, politics, and intentional pauses.

The 5Ds in Southern Palestine

Dimension What matters most here Quick win

SLEEP The south rewards multi-nights 
in the same place unless it serves 
the theme of the itinerary.

Use Bethlehem as a 2–3 night base to avoid too many hotel changes 
without gaining logistical or story-lead benefits, yet chose a suited 
accommodation clearly linked with theme and interests; consider 
alternating overnights if its adds to the program (e.g. a Hebron-focus) or 
hiking itineraries with ample time spent in the south.

EAT Let the meals carry the  
“human” layer and help the 
group re-focus and calm down 
after emotionally intensive days.

Plan one hosted or signature meal for each day (home-style,  
farm-to-table, Hebron specialties), especially as options will be  
pleanty once you start looking for them.

MOVE Walk whenever possible; use 
transits to focus on contem- 
porary Palestine.

Keep city programs walk-first and avoid loops (pick-up at other end of 
town); driving through the countryside is a great chance to explore and 
comment on local contemporary realities; make use of small and long 
hiking trails (e.g. “Palestine Heritage Trail”, Battir fields) or expertiential 
activities like e-bikes in Bethlehem.

DO Chose wisely from the many 
options and restraint from stack-
ing all “must-see” and “must-do” 
sites; less is more in the already 
emotionally dense south of 
Palestine.

Build days around one major anchor directly related to the group’s  
interest and itinerary theme and not based on “must-do-when-in-X”; 
add one emotional, spiritual or factual counterpoint per day.

SHOP Best when embedded in work-
shops, craft encounters, hands-
on activitiy.

Replace “free shopping time” with DO + SHOP; opt for a fair-trade craft 
encounters (e.g. in Beit Sahur) or do a Hebron OIld City handicraft and 
Palestinian heritage market walk with explanation followed by time-
boxed ethical shopping moments.
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How  
Southern Palestine  
behaves 
1.	 It’s the most “layerable” region

The south is where you can turn one iconic place into a 
complete day by adding the right second or even third 
layer: craft, streets, food, meeting, landscape.

Aha-moment: You don’t need extra sites, you need one 
counterpoint that carries the theme of the day. 

For example, the Nativity spiritual intensity lands better 
when the afternoon is lived city lanes + quiet pause, and 
not another major church.

2.	 It’s where craft becomes your differentiator

Bethlehem olive wood, Hebron glass/leather, and village 
products (ceramics, textiles) aren’t add-ons, they are 
what makes programs feel real and premium, especially if 
you focus on locally-made and fair-trade.

Quick win: Convert shopping into an encounter: see it 
made, hear the story, and then purchase options.

3.	 It can get emotionally heavy

Hebron and sacred Bethlehem days carry weight. If you 
place them back-to-back with other “stone-heavy” days, 
guests lose attention and energy.

Cue: The south needs clear rhythm to manage its 
natural intensity. F

or example, put a landscape reset (Battir, southern 
Hebron) between two dense days and rather skip 
another “top 10” church for a less known, equally unique 
spiritual encounter (e.g. monastery in Irtas or a quiet 
pause at the Solomon Pools).

4.	 Bethlehem is strongest as a base, not a stop

Operators often treat Bethlehem as “Nativity + leave.” 
That wastes its biggest advantage: walkable evenings, 
craft continuity, and easy access to half-days.

Quick win: Stay overnight in Bethlehem and add one 
designed evening: short walk to Manger Square (photo 
opp for the illuminated Nativity Church) + hosted dinner.
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Pro tip 1: The “two-layer Bethlehem day”  
(DO + EAT + SHOP)

Best-performing Bethlehem structure:

	• DO (hero): Nativity Church complex (early).
	• EAT (anchor): simple, story-led lunch or bakery stop.
	• SHOP (curated): olive-wood, mother-of-pearl or icon 

painting workshop as DO + SHOP (demo-led; opt for 
fairtrade or truly local/non-imported).

	• DO (counterpoint): Shepherds’ Fields as calm sunset 
closing moment.

Why it works: It keeps meaning high without and gives 
guests a complete arc from morning to evening.

Pro tip 2: The Hebron formula (DO + EAT + SHOP)

Hebron is most effective when you plan it like this:

	• DO: Ibrahimi Mosque (spiritual) + old-city walk 
(cultural heritage, lived-realities, politics) + Hebron 
Museum.

	• Pause: one calm stop (tea courtyard / workshop)
	• SHOP (in addition to the Old City): glass + leather 

demonstrations (combineable with lunch).
	• EAT: Hebron’s signature dish is camel meat/stew; 

pre-arrange and brief/ask group beforehand; com-
plete with sweet dessert.

Why it works: Spiritual and contemporary are close, but 
not mixed; the pause protects attention; crafts carry 
story without more “sites” and the food adds a unique 
experience and long-term memory moment away from 
the complex and emotionally dense old-city experiences.

Pro tip 3: Battir as the “reset” (MOVE + DO + EAT)

Battir is not an add-on. It’s a performance tool:

	• Move becomes DO: terraces walk + irrigation story.
	• EAT: farm-to-table / seasonal hosted meal.
	• DO: viewpoint + cave moment in a beautiful yet 

politically complex and demanding landscape.

Why it works: It restores calm after heavy days, yet 
balances contemporary politics with the contrasting 
beauty of vegetation-rich landscape.

Pro tip 4: Best south pacing pattern (SLEEP + DO)

A simple, high-performing rhythm:

	• Night base: Bethlehem for continuity and evenings.
	• One deep day: Bethlehem layers.
	• One heavy day: Hebron (with pause, foot + crafts).
	• One reset day: Battir / landscape half-day.

Why it works: You alternate emotional and thematic/
political intensity with grounded presence.

Pro tip 5: “Short drives, big value” micro-extensions 
(MOVE + DO)

Instead of adding another “major” stop, use a short, 
purposeful extension:

	• Beit Sahour as a calm counterpoint (quiet close).
	• A countryside half-day hike.

Why it works: These upgrades feel premium but don’t 
increase operational risk or are costly.
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Micro Itineraries 
Southern Palestine  

1.	 “Bethlehem Deep: Sacred + Craft + Calm”

Core target group: First-time visitors / mixed-interest groups who want depth without intensity overload

Day Location Key D(s) with examples

1 Bethlehem (Old 
Town focus)

DO: Church of the Nativity complex (core anchor, early, incl. a signature element like ascent to 
the roof or columnbarium) + Manger Square + Star Street walk • EAT: bakery stop (fresh ka’ak / 
sesame bread) + simple mezze lunch • SHOP: olive wood workshop visit (demo-led, optional 
purchase) • SLEEP: Bethlehem city centre for walkable evening atmosphere

2 Shepherds’ 
Fields / Beit 
Sahour

DO: Shepherds’ Fields as a quiet counterpoint • MOVE: short countryside segments to release 
intensity • EAT: home-style / hosted meal (family kitchen feel) • SLEEP: Bethlehem

3 Battir (terraces + 
landscape reset)

DO: terraces walk + irrigation story (slow discovery) • EAT: seasonal village lunch / farm-style 
meal • MOVE: designed scenic routing with hiking through the landscape (pick-up at end of 
trail)

2.	 “Pilgrimage South with Reflection Space”

Core target group: Faith-based / pilgrimage groups needing meaning + breathing room

Day Location Key D(s) with examples

1 Bethlehem 
(sacred day)

DO: Church of the Nativity with St. Catherine Church, Manger Square + Milk Grotto as calm 
morning close; afternoon: Hortus Conclus in Irtas Monastery or desert spiritual experience 
Mar Saba Monastery (inside visit restricted to men) • EAT + SHOP: simple lunch hosted at e.g. 
fairtrade souvenir retail location + bakery/sweets micro-stop while walking • MOVE: opt for 
walking, minimize driving • SLEEP: Bethlehem city centre or Beit Sahur for early start

2 Beit Sahour 
+ Bethlehem 
(quiet layer)

DO: Shepherds’ Fields (Orthodox or Catholic) as contemplative start; smaller devotional spots 
like Well of the Virgin Mary and Flight to Egypt story element; ecumenical and multi-religious 
Bethlehem through encounters with local clergy or parishes • EAT: hosted typical Palestinian 
lunch with explanations (link culture + culinary) • SLEEP: Bethlehem city centre; encourage 
indepedent evening walks around Manger Square

3 Hebron DO: Ibrahimi Mosque + old-city guided walk including political layer, old market encounters, 
optional: Hebron Museum for historical and cultural depth• SHOP: Hebron glass workshop 
(demo-led) + leather craft story • EAT: signature dish (camel stew)
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3.	 “Craft & Living Heritage: Bethlehem + Hebron”

Core target group: Culture-forward / repeat travelers / premium small groups

Day Location Key D(s) with examples

1 Bethlehem 
(beyond the 
Nativity)

DO: Old town rhythm with one unique heritage anchor, e.g. contemporary spiritual herit-
age through “learn Aramaic - the language of Jesus” lesson or icon painting introduction; 
afternoon: Solomon Pools with guided encounter focused Refugee Camp (Aida or Dheisheh) 
• SHOP: olive wood studio (story + demonstration) • EAT: mezze lunch + evening sweets walk 
• MOVE: keep it all on foot, encourage individual exploration in afternoon • SLEEP: Bethlehem 
central

2 Hebron (craft-
led day design)

DO: Old-city lanes (story/guide led with local encounter) + one heritage anchor (Ibrahimi 
Mosque or heritage site guided e.g. by Hebron Rehabilitation Committee) • SHOP: glass blowing 
demo + leather crafts + old city heritage items • MOVE: mostly on foot; add a walk through 
modern Hebron (“new town”) as strong counterpoint to the contested and dense old city • EAT: 
planned signature meal (camel stew / local specialty) • SLEEP: Hebron (then add evening meet-
ing/discussion) or Beit Jala (close to Battir)

3 Battir / country-
side reset

MOVE: scenic short drive + hiking at individual length • DO: experience terraces, farming, and 
village continuity under occupation • EAT: seasonal farm meal (slow, hosted); opt. of hands-on 
cooking session with purposeful discussion

4.	 “Slow & Comfortable South”

Core target group: Seniors / comfort-first / lower walking tolerance

Day Location Key D(s) with examples

1 Bethlehem DO: Nativity Church complex late afternoon (before/after tourist crowds), slow-paced additional 
churches with spiritual pauses; slow old city walk with contemporary narratives (e.g. visit Peace 
Centre, Bethlehem University) • MOVE: minimal walking + smart drop-offs • EAT: seated lunch 
+ bakery comfort stop • SLEEP: Bethlehem quality hotel, centrally located

2 Cremisan / 
countryside 
edge +  
Bethlehem

MOVE: short scenic drive via Beit Jala to Cremisan monastery and vineyards • DO: one quiet 
landscape/cultural pause in Cremisan; merge political discussion (visible settlement activities) 
with continous heritage of wine-making • EAT: long, relaxed lunch, e.g. in Battir; wine-tasting 
Cremisan • SHOP: wine • SLEEP: Bethlehem area

3 Hebron DO: one Old City segment, e.g. Hebron Museum with short old city walk; slow visit of Mamre/
Abraham’s Oak with church pause • SHOP: one workshop demo (glass or leather) + selected Old 
City shops • EAT: traditional camel stew and/or typical Hebronite sweets)

5.	 “South in 48 Hours: High Meaning, Low Volume”

Core target group: Short itineraries / add-on module / tight schedules

Day Location Key D(s) with examples

1 Bethlehem 
(spiritual core + 
craft layer)

DO: Church of the Nativity complex (early), old city walk (as it wakes up); Bethlehem Univer-
sity or Peace Centre discussion on contemporary politics; onward drive into the desert to the 
east; Dead Sea viewpoint and desert Bedouin overnight • EAT: bakery + simple lunch; Bedouin 
traditional dinner • SHOP: olive wood workshop (demo-led) • SLEEP: Bedouin overnight (tents) 
or back to Bethlehem area for hotel comfort

2 Hebron or Battir 
(choose based 
on group)

Hebron: DO + SHOP: focused Old-City + glass or leather demo • EAT: signature dish (camel) 

Battir: DO + EAT: terraces + farm-to-table meal + calm routing
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Bethlehem  
Beit Sahour  
Beit Jala  
and Surroundings

PILGRIMAGE HEART, LIVING CULTURE, AND  
A NATURAL BASE FOR DEEPER EXPLORATION

Bethlehem is one of the world’s most recognized pilgrimage destinations and also one of Palestine’s most multi-dimen-
sional hubs. It performs best when designed as more than a single-site visit: the emotional force of the Church of the 
Nativity becomes stronger when paired with Bethlehem’s walkable old-town life, craft traditions, and calm atmospheric 
encounters and activities in the surrounding towns.

Bethlehem is also an exceptionally practical base. From here you can run high-value half-days (Irtas / Solomon’s 
Pools, Mar Saba) and efficient day trips (Battir, Hebron, Jericho) without constant hotel changes. It is ideal for programs 
that combine sacred heritage with culture, nature, and daily life.

Signature experiences

	• Nativity “anchor sequence”: Church of the Nativity 
+ Nativity Grotto + St. Catherine Church with the 
Altar of the Innocent Children + St. Jerome’s Cave as 
the interpretation layer (typically 60–120 minutes 
depending on access/queues).

	• Old-town loop: craft lanes + olive-wood workshop 
encounter + Milk Grotto “quiet pause” + Manger 
Square + exterior read of the Omar Mosque + old 
market + one curated museum stop.

	• Beit Sahour “quiet heritage counterpoint”:  
Shepherds’ Fields as a calm, reflective spiritual pause, 
perfect after the Nativity intensity.

	• Beit Jala add-on: St. Nicholas Church as an “even 
repeat-visitors haven’t been”-stop that suits mixed 
groups and adds depth without overload.

	• Evening Bethlehem: a hosted dinner, short 
evening walk, or cultural moment that presents 
Bethlehem as living culture, not only pilgrimage.

Optional extensions

	• Battir “living landscape reset”: terraces, irrigation 
channels, and viewpoints. Best as a half-day paired 
with a more ‘heavy’ Bethlehem morning.

	• Solomon’s Pools + Hortus Conclusus (Irtas): a soft 
outdoor quarter-day near Bethlehem with  
calmer pacing, a unique church and garden.

	• Mar Saba Monastery: dramatic desert-edge setting 
and monastic heritage; high-impact “wow geog-
raphy” from a Bethlehem or Bethany (note: entry 
limited to men, only).

	• E-bike day: explore hilly Bethlehem with the 
comfort of an electric bike; unique experience for 
any visitor; requires average fitness; best done with 
previous e-biking experience.

	• Cremisan wine tasting + discussion: a structured 
adult-group add-on that fits well after Bethlehem/
Beit Sahour layers; naturally comes with a political 
layer.
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Bethlehem, Beit Sahour  
Beit Jala and Surroundings
5D Snapshot
Best suited for

	• Pilgrims and faith-based groups seeking an  
emotionally grounded base.

	• Families and mixed-ability groups (walkable short 
loops + numerous quiet stops, good accessability  
of most places).

	• Culture and heritage travelers who want depth 
beyond the main site.

	• Groups needing an anchor base with flexible day-
trip options (south, desert) or more inexpensive 
overnight than Jerusalem (if the group does not 
mind the additional daily drive/time loss).

	• Repeat visitors when approached through village 
life, arts, food, or nature extensions.

Operator notes
	• Don’t sell Bethlehem as a short stop. Its advantage 

is layered programming: Nativity intensity + lived 
old-town + one quiet surrounding element.

	• Plan the Nativity early or late with sufficient time 
to include less visited/highly impactful parts (e.g. the 
columbarium or the rooftop).

	• Use Beit Sahour and Beit Jala for balance: Shep-
herds’ Fields restores pace; St. Nicholas adds depth 
without density, as it is rarely visited by groups yet 
beautiful.

	• Invest in the evening. Bethlehem often feels 
most alive after dark; a hosted dinner or short walk 
noticeably increases guest satisfaction.

	• For add-ons that require careful framing or special 
routing, align messaging and guiding tone with lo-
cal partners in advance (e.g. Cremisan Winery political 
layer, settlement expansions).
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Dimension Practical planning guidance

SLEEP Use Bethlehem as a base-city when you want a layered Bethlehem program plus surrounding modules 
or full day excursion to the south and the desert. Build at least two nights if you want sacred heritage + 
living culture + one extension without rushing. Prioritize locations that support walkable evenings and 
for example early-morning access to the Nativity/Manger Square area (if relevant).

EAT Plan beyond standard group (hotel) meals. Bethlehem supports strong “low-friction, high-impact” food 
moments: a simple falafel reset between visits, a hosted dinner to deepen connection, or (for adult 
groups) a structured Cremisan tasting + discussion.

MOVE Keep the core cohesive and walkable: Bethlehem’s value is in lanes and proximity, not bus hop-on/hop-
off logic. Add one mobility upgrade when it helps the story, either an e-bike format (modern, connective) 
or a calm outdoor half-day (Irtas/Solomon’s Pools) to balance dense city time; longer and challenging 
hiking trails are available via the Palestine Heritage Trail and other local suppliers.

DO Use a reliable layering formula: one iconic anchor (Nativity) + one quiet counterpoint (Milk Grotto or 
Shepherds’ Fields) + one living-culture block (old-town loop, craft encounter, or one museum). Add only 
one enhancer per day (Beit Jala or evening culture or a surrounding half-day in the lush fiels of Battir or 
the barren desert around Mar Saba or Arab al-Rashaydeh).

SHOP Make shopping DO + SHOP, not “retail time.” Bethlehem’s signature is olive wood and mother-of-pearl, 
best as a curated workshop encounter (see craft in action, learn the livelihoods story, then purchase 
directly). For a second layer, add heritage-textile storytelling (embroidery) as “culture-first, buying-sec-
ond,” and prioritize transparent workshops/cooperatives/fair-trade. Inquire with your local operator for 
options. Another typical souvenir are icons. If group is interested, opt for a combined purchase + intro-
duction to local icon production option.

Pro tip 1: Don’t assume churches are calm 

In peak seasons, the Church of the Nativity is often one 
of the most crowded and emotionally intense places on 
the itinerary. 

If reflection or contemplation is the goal, deliberately 
balance it with a quieter sacred stop. A short visit to 
St. Nicholas Church in Beit Jala, the Russian Orthodox 
Shepherds’ Fields instead of the busier Catholic site, or 
the Christian Convent of the Hortus Conclusus in Irtas often 
delivers the calm, personal spiritual moment guests 
expect but rarely find at headline sites.

Pro tip 2: Add a contemporary academic encounter

For groups seeking present-day context alongside 
pilgrimage, a pre-arranged visit to Bethlehem University 
offers meaningful insight through faculty-led discussions 
or themed meetings with staff or students.

In addition, many local NGOs, church organizations as 
well as international institutions and projects are located 
in Bethlehem area. Much like in Ramallah, most of them 
are open to host your group and faciliate a discussion.

An outside-of-the-meeting room option is to visit one of 
the refugee camps inside and around Bethlehem with 
university students living in the camps.





Battir and  
al- Makhrour Valley

TERRACED LANDSCAPES, LIVING AGRICULTURE,  
AND QUIET CONTINUITY

Battir is one of Palestine’s most remarkable cultural landscapes, known for its terraced hillsides, natural springs, 
and irrigation traditions that still sustain farming today. This is living heritage. The terraces are actively cultivated land 
shaped by continuity, stewardship, and seasonality rather than preserved scenery.

For tour operators, Battir functions as a pacing reset as much as a destination. After dense cities and emotionally 
intense heritage sites, it offers space, silence, and grounded presence. It works great  as a half-day from Bethlehem, 
Jerusalem, or as a general calm extension day focused on landscape, reflection, and responsible rural tourism.

Signature experiences
	• Terraces and irrigation walk (core block): guided 

loop through the UNESCO landscape with clear 
storytelling on water systems, farming practices,  
and seasonal rhythms.

	• Seasonal farm encounter (pre-arranged): harvest 
or field participation paired with a simple farm-to- 
table moment as the day’s memory anchor.

	• Ecology or museum micro-stop: brief environ-
mental and land-use context with local briefing 
and discussion; political layer optional, yet strongly 
recommended for better understanding.

	• 	Active routing option: al-Makhrour Valley to Battir 
hike for groups seeking a longer, landscape-led 
experience

Active option: Rock climbing in Battir

Battir has emerged as a small but growing rock-climbing 
area, with limestone routes developed along the valley 
walls below the terraces. The routes are generally short 
and accessible, suited to beginner and intermediate 
climbers, and work best as a niche add-on for small, active 
groups.

Climbing here is informal and access-sensitive. There are 
no fixed facilities, marked trails, or on-site services. For 
this reason, climbing in Battir should only be arranged 
through local operators working with established 
Palestinian climbing groups or specialized guides. 
This ensures safe access, appropriate equipment, and 
respectful use of village land, as well as great chances to 
engage with locals.

From an itinerary perspective, climbing works best in 
spring or autumn and can be paired with terrace walks or 
the al-Makhrour to Battir hike.
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Battir and  
al- Makhrour Valley
5D Snapshot

Best suited for
	• Slow travel and landscape-focused itineraries.
	• Responsible and community-based tourism.
	• Hikers and outdoor enthusiasts, including  

soft-hiking groups.
	• Rock climbers seeking a unique, off-the-grid  

experience, valued for its setting and sense  
of place rather than technical difficulty.

	• Couples and small groups.
	• Travelers seeking calm, authenticity, and  

participation.

Operator notes
	• Battir works best with small groups and generous 

timing to maximise the tranquility it offers.
	• Seasonal planning matters more than in other  

places; check with your local operator what’s in 
season when and plan accordingly.

	• Prepare guests for uneven terrain and outdoor  
conditions; add time for shade and rest moments.

	• Late afternoon visits or half-days paired with a more 
dense Bethlehem counterpart work well together.

	• Battir fits great after intense heritage days in the 
south, for example Hebron.
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Dimension Practical planning guidance

SLEEP Best suited to small, slow-travel programs. Overnight only when the goal is full landscape immersion and 
the group is small. A premium option is a simple open-air or cave-style overnight with a shared Palestin-
ian dinner for very small groups or private individual travel arrangements.

EAT Treat food as a core experience. Plan a seasonal, place-based meal tied directly to the fields, from harvest 
to preparation to sharing; ask your operator for cooking lessons and other culinary immersions.

MOVE Works cleanly as a half-day from Bethlehem or southern Jerusalem. Walking is the primary mode on site. 
The “al-Makhrour to Battir route” adds value for hiking-oriented groups.

DO Keep the program landscape-led and focus thematically on farming terraces, irrigation storytelling; rest 
at the natural viewpoints or caves for discussion; the “Green Line” is visible from many locations and 
prompts the political discussion naturally; plan with a local guide in addition to your group’s guide for 
extra depth. The Battir Eco-Museum is a great start or end of the tour/trail.

SHOP Keep purchasing meaningful. Focus on locally made preserves, olive oil, herbs, and village products.

Context layer: Living heritage under pressure

Like many areas around Jerusalem and Bethlehem, 
Battir’s landscape is highly contested despite its recog-
nition as a Palestinian UNESCO World Heritage Site. 
Terraces, paths, and irrigation systems exist within a 
broader reality of land pressure, access restrictions, and 
planning challenges that affect daily agricultural life.

This layer is often visible and unavoidable. When intro-
duced briefly and factually in a clearly defined moment, 
it helps visitors understand how heritage protection, 
land stewardship, and everyday farming intersect under 
constraint. Framed carefully, it deepens appreciation of 
Battir’s continuity and resilience without dominating the 
calm, landscape-led atmosphere.





Hebron (al-Khalil)

DEEP HERITAGE, LIVING CRAFTS, AND URBAN REALITY

Hebron is one of Palestine’s most significant heritage centers. Known in Arabic as al-Khalil, “the friend,” it is tradi-
tionally associated with Abraham and stands at the heart of shared religious narratives across faiths.

At the city’s core lies the Ibrahimi (Abraham’s) Mosque, one of the most revered and sensitive sacred sites in the region. 
Around it extends a dense Old City shaped by markets, workshops, religious institutions, and family life. Much of this 
historic fabric has been preserved and revitalized through long-term local rehabilitation efforts.

Hebron is also a city of living craftsmanship. Traditional industries such as glassblowing, leatherwork, ceramics, and 
shoe-making continue to operate as working livelihoods rather than heritage displays. This makes Hebron one of the 
strongest places in Palestine to experience heritage as a functioning urban economy.

Hebron is not a light visit. Yet, when framed carefully, paced well, and guided professionally, it often becomes one of 
the most meaningful and memorable experiences of a journey.

Signature experiences

	• Guided Old City walk focusing on markets, urban 
fabric, and everyday life rather than sites alone.

	• Ibrahimi Mosque visit approached with clear 
pre-briefing, respectful tone, and factual  
interpretation on the ‘status quo’.

	• Craft observation encounters including leather 
workshops, traditional shoe-makers, and glass- 
blowing factories presented as living industries.

	• Hebron Museum visit providing historical context 
and explaining the contemporary urban reality 
through an educational framework.

	• Signature culinary moment featuring camel meat 
stew, unique to Hebron, planned deliberately as an 
EAT anchor rather than a casual meal.

	• Abraham’s Oak and Mamre area: traditionally  
associated with Abraham’s encampment and  
hospitality narrative.
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Hebron
5D Snapshot
Best suited for

	• Heritage and history-focused travelers.
	• Mature and culturally curious groups.
	• Educational and story-driven programs.
	• Repeat visitors seeking depth and complexity.
	• Travelers interested in living craft traditions.

Operator notes
	• Hebron visits benefit from pre-briefing more than 

any other destination in Palestine.
	• Keep group sizes manageable within the Old City 

to preserve dignity and flow.
	• Build in at least one pause moment such as a 

café, workshop, or quiet corner to balance intensity.
	• Avoid stacking Hebron with other heavy heritage 

days and allow mental and emotional space.

Context and professional framing

Hebron’s Old City is shaped not only by its long history 
but also by a contemporary reality in which parts of the 
historic centre are subject to restricted access and frag-
mented urban control. This has a visible impact on daily 
life, movement, commerce, and preservation.

For tour operators, the aim is not political debate but 
clear, factual context that allows visitors to understand 
what they are seeing.

Professional guidance
	• Always work with experienced local guides familiar 

with current access routes and sensitivities.
	• Frame the city through continuity, community  

resilience, and ongoing rehabilitation efforts.
	• Use institutions such as the Hebron Rehabilitation 

Committee and the Hebron Museum to anchor inter-
pretation in education rather than opinion.

	• Prepare guests in advance for emotional and 
visual contrasts within the Old City.
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Dimension Practical planning guidance

SLEEP Hebron offers several hotels suitable for group travelers, along with emerging guesthouses, hostels, and 
rural accommodations in surrounding villages. These connect well with walking and hiking itineraries 
such as the Palestine Heritage Trail. Overnighting suits culture-focused or slow-travel programs, though 
many itineraries still approach Hebron as a day visit from Bethlehem or Jerusalem.

EAT Hebron is the only place in Palestine where camel meat, especially camel stew, is traditionally served. 
Plan this as a dedicated, explained meal. Local restaurants also offer authentic traditional Palestinian 
cuisine, especially sweet and salty pastries, suitable for groups.

MOVE Entry and exit timing matters. Plan arrivals early and avoid unnecessary backtracking within the Old City. 
Walking routes should be clearly defined, paced, and coordinated closely with experienced local guides. 
Plan timing early with your local provider to take weekly restrictions, religious holidays and other poten-
tial events into consideration that might impact accessability.

DO Focus on interpretation and context. Combine sacred heritage, urban history, and living crafts into a 
complex, yet layered experience. Intensity comes naturally in Hebron, just from observation.

SHOP Hebron is one of Palestine’s strongest craft centers. Emphasize glassware, ceramics, leather goods, and 
traditional everyday objects. Shopping works best when paired with demonstrations and storytelling. 
Prices are generally accessible, especially for traditional and authentic Palestinian heritage items beyond 
the classical souvenir portfolio of other cities. In addition, any purchase, especially in the Old City streets, 
directly supports and sustains a local family.





Northern  
Palestine

MARKETS, AGRICULTURE, LIVING OLD CITIES, AND  
IDEAL MOMENTS FOR SLOW DISCOVERY

Nablus, Jenin, and Sebastia define Northern Palestine through lived reality rather than headline sites. Nablus is 
familiar to many travelers through its knafeh and historic Old City, engaging the senses through dense markets and 
urban life. Jenin opens into a more agricultural landscape shaped by seasonal rhythms and local food. Sebastia offers 
a quiet, landscape-led heritage pause, where history is experienced through walking, views, and time.

Together, these places shift the focus away from sacred-site checklists toward everyday life. Markets, agriculture, 
seasonal tastes, and living craft traditions come to the foreground, revealing how daily life is practiced and sustained 
within a complex and contested reality.

For tour operators, Northern Palestine offers strong differentiation. It allows programs to feel grounded and authentic, 
giving travelers space to experience traditional Palestinian daily life with depth and dignity.

The 5Ds in Northern Palestine

Dimension What matters most Quick win

SLEEP Wake up and go to 
sleep with the locals

Daily life in Northern Palestine unfolds from early morning to late evening, not 
only during sightseeing hours. Adding one or two nights in the north reduces 
transfer pressure and allows guests to experience the full daily rhythm, from 
sunrise to evening life.

EAT Food is the spine  
of the region

Plan one clear culinary anchor per day, directly linked to place. Examples include 
a vegetable and fruit market walk with tastings, a cooking class, a farm-to-table 
lunch, a greenhouse visit, a knafeh bakery stop, or an olive oil production visit.

MOVE Transfers are part  
of the experience

Design scenic countryside loops with one farm or produce pause instead of 
point-to-point drives. Even when traveling north to south, routing through 
Northern Palestine rather than the Jordan Valley or western highways turns long 
bus hours into landscape and story time.

DO Lived heritage  
outweighs  
monuments

Select one “hero” site per day that fits the group’s focus (spiritual, archaeological, 
or heritage), paired with a shorter complementary visit. Around these, weave daily 
life encounters through walking, observing, tasting, and direct interaction with 
local communities.

SHOP Best region for take-
home pantry items

Integrate shopping naturally into daily life observation by presenting regional 
products such as olive oil, za’atar, soap, and other consumable souvenirs that 
extend the experience beyond the journey.
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How  
Northern Palestine  
behaves 
1.	 It’s daily life, not (only) monuments

The north performs best when guests feel the place 
through markets, food, and daily systems, not long lists of 
sites. Also keep in mind that the archaeological sites are, 
though interesting on their own, not the premium layer of 
sites as in Jericho, Bethlehem or Jerusalem. They require 
more framing or special interest groups.

Aha-moment: In the north, EAT is not an add-on, it’s the 
itinerary structure. If you design a food or seasons’ arc, 
the rest of the day becomes easy.

2.	 It’s the easiest place to differentiate  
your product

Because it’s less visited and less standardized, the north 
naturally feels “special”.

Quick win: Replace or enhance  sightseeing blocks with:

	• A guided market walk + tastings, or
	• A hands-on kitchen moment, 
	• Or olive oil story.

3.	 It’s where MOVE becomes DO works best

In Northern Palestine, movement naturally turns into 
experience. Countryside roads, farms, mountain and 
valley walks, village pauses, and even donkey rides allow 
travel itself to become an activity. Even simple driving 
through the rural landscape feels meaningful and distinc-
tive, far more engaging than the Jordan Valley road or the 
western highway routes.

Aha-moment: In the north, even just one well-designed 
stop can turn a transfer into the highlight of the tour.

4.	 It’s highly seasonal and that’s a feature

Unlike the centre, Northern Palestine changes visibly 
throughout the year. Fields, markets, and daily routines 
shift with the seasons, making agriculture and farming 
natural elements of the itinerary rather than background 
scenery.

Quick win: Explicitly name seasonality in one experience, 
for example, “today’s market reflects what is in season 
right now.” Guests respond strongly when they sense the 
destination is alive and when they feel part  
of its current moment.

90



Pro tip 1: The Nablus “perfect day” formula  
(EAT + DO + SHOP + Reset)

Nablus works best in this sequence:

	• DO: Old City market walk + few short archaeological 
stops like Tell Balata, Khirbet Aqabat Al-Quadi burial 
caves, which are both very close to the city.

	• EAT (hero): seated knafeh moment with explanation 
about food + local heritage.

	• SHOP: one soap demo as DO + SHOP and one bar 
take-home + additional purchase option.

	• DO: hammam visit at end of day.

Why it works: Food carries the day, soap gives story, 
hammam protects energy + unique experience.

Pro tip 2: The north’s simplest premium upgrade 
(SLEEP + DO + SLOW)

Instead of “north as a day trip,” do:

	• late afternoon arrival + tea terrace / calm village feel
	• overnight + early quiet morning walk or donkey ride
	• hosted lunch + onward,

Best place for this logic: Sebastia.

Pro tip 3: The “Jenin day” (MOVE + EAT + SHOP)

Jenin performs best when it’s rich and layered:

	• DO: Burqin or Arraba village + Jenin city centre.
	• MOVE: countryside loop, villages + Old City market.
	• EAT: market + kitchen + shared meal.
	• SHOP: Story-led pantry items such as olive oil, 

za’atar, freekah, and soap, framed as everyday  
products rather than souvenirs.

Why it works: The day feels purposeful, responsible, 
and easy to explain to guests. Political complexity is still 
present, but it is encountered naturally, embedded in 
daily life rather than presented as a separate theme.

Pro tip 4: The “one archaeology rule” (DO + EAT)

In the north, archaeology works best as:

	• One short, clean layer.
	• Paired with food rhythm and enjoying the local 

landscape, village atmosphere, handicraft.

Example: Sebastia archaeology walk + tea terrace 
pause + hosted village or farm-to-table meal + ceramic 
workshop in Nisf Jbeil village (10 min from Sebastia).

Why it works: Sebastia’s archaeological site is an 
embedded part of the Palestinian village and the olive 
orchards around; history feels embedded in daily life 
routines and your guests become a part of it.

Pro tip 5: Contrast pairing (Old City + Landscape)

Design Northern Palestine days around clear contrast:

	• Pair: Nablus Old City with Sebastia’s open landscape.
	• Combine: Dense market life with a hillside walk and 

a countryside pause.
	• Balance: High sensory engagement with quiet  

horizon and space to breathe.

Why it works: Contrast clarifies the region without adding 
more stops.
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Micro Itineraries 
Northern Palestine  

1.	 “Northern Essentials: Old City + Slow Heritage + Food Spine”

Core target group: First-time visitors who want a grounded, authentic north (mixed-interest)

Day Location Key D(s) with examples

1 Nablus (Old City 
+ market)

DO: Old City lanes + market loop (guided with explanations); archaeological stop at Tell Balata 
or spiritual stop at Jacob’s Well • EAT: knafeh (seated with kitchen visit and explanation on 
ingredients sourcing) + market tastings (pickles/spices) • SHOP: Nablus soap (demo + one bar 
take-home included) • SLEEP: hotel or unique historic accommodation in the historic centre.

2 Sebastia (slow 
heritage + 
landscape + 
archaeology)

DO: guided archaeological-biblical walk of the acropolis; village centre with mosque and tomb 
of John the Baptist; country-side walk/short hike, followed by hands-on ceramic workshop 
or craft demo in Nisf Jbeil • MOVE: countryside approach, walking/hiking + viewpoint pauses 
• EAT: village-style hosted lunch • SLEEP: local guesthouses in Sebastia and Nisf Jbeil; well 
planned all guesthouses combined can host also a large group.

3 Jenin (food + 
everyday life)

DO + EAT: market-to-kitchen-led exploration of the city and its environs; short visit to Burqin 
and the Church of the Ten Lepers combined with olive oil soap making craft demo • MOVE: 
city-to-countryside loop with one farm/olive pause • SHOP: pantry micro-stops (olive oil, 
za’atar); opt for fairtade options and local cooperations.
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2.	 “Food-First North: Markets, Kitchens, and Seasonality”

Core target group: Foodies / culinary travel / culture-forward small groups

Day Location Key D(s) with examples

1 Nablus (taste as 
structure)

EAT: market tastings + knafeh hero moment • DO: guided food walk in Old City; weave archae-
ological or historic topics/stops into the food spine • SHOP: spice shops + soap factory • MOVE: 
mainly walking, slow-paced • SLEEP: opt for alternative accommodation in old city proximity.

2 Villages and  
countryside 
(seasonal day)

MOVE: scenic countryside loop (Jalame, Burqin, Qabatiya, Zababdeh) • EAT: hosted farm-style 
meal combined with greenhouse or farm visit (e.g. Jalame region) • DO: short terraces/fields 
walk which can be combined with an off-the-grid archaeological site (e.g. Tell Ta’anik); for 
Christian groups: visit to Zabadeh, northern Palestine’s only village with a Christian majority • 
SLEEP: Sebastia guesthouses or homestay option in Zabadeh (smaller groups, only).

3 Jenin (market + 
kitchen)

EAT: market + cooking/hosted lunch • DO: everyday life lens, combine with a visit and discus-
sion in Jenin Museum and short visit to Balama Tunnel system • SHOP: olive oil tasting + take-
home pantry items (opt for ethical shopping, ideally fairtade items).

3.	 “Repeat Visitors North: Texture + Credibility”

Core target group: Repeat travelers / premium small groups / educational

Day Location Key D(s) with examples

1 Sebastia (slow 
heritage anchor)

DO: sunrise countryside walk; slow-paced archaeological visits (acropolis, tomb of John the 
Baptist) combined with village atmosphere and discussion of political developments; hands-
on craft moment in Nisf Jbeil ceramic centres including take-home self-made item • MOVE: 
countryside approach with ample time for hiking, relaxation • EAT: village lunch + dinner • 
SLEEP: Sebastia.

2 Nablus (living 
old city depth)

DO: Old City rhythm + archaeological/historical layer; quiet and relaxed time in the rehabilitated 
historic centre with extended lunch or dinner • SHOP: soap (demo) + pantry items • EAT: knafeh 
+ tea/coffee pause; long lunch/dinner • SLEEP: Nablus or 2nd overnight in Sebastia.

3 Jenin + villages 
(everyday life)

MOVE: village loop between Jenin and Nablus (Burqin, Jalame, Qabatiya, Zababdeh or 
Abd al-Hadi Palaces in Arraba) • EAT: farm-to-table experience combined with green-
house/farm visit • DO: agriculture + local continuity; getting a feel for the daily rhythm and 
on-the-ground-realities.

4.	 “Slow & Comfortable North”

Core target group: Seniors / comfort-first / low walking tolerance

Day Location Key D(s) with examples

1 Nablus (short 
loop + seated 
highlights)

DO: short Old City walk + one key archaeological moment like Tell Balata + biblical narrative; af-
ternoon hammam option • EAT: seated knafeh + tea, e.g. in the restored historic Khan al-Wakala 
• SHOP: soap making demonstration in the Old City • SLEEP: guesthouse in Sebastia.

2 Sebastia (easy 
pace day)

MOVE: scenic drive with one viewpoint pause and hiking option • DO: short heritage segment 
combined with archaeological visit or Tomb of John • EAT: long, relaxed village lunch • SLEEP: 
Sebastia.

3 Countryside 
pantry day

MOVE: countryside loop focussing on daily agricultural life in the fertile north • SHOP: olive oil 
+ za’atar (tasting + story) • EAT: simple hosted lunch.
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Nablus

LIVING OLD CITY, CRAFT CONTINUITY, AND CAPITAL OF TASTE

Nablus is one of Palestine’s most vibrant and character-rich cities. Its Old City is fully lived, with daily trade, religious 
traditions, and craft workshops overlapping naturally across seven historic quarters. The city is defined less by isolated 
monuments and more by rhythm, expressed through active souqs, street life, and signature industries that continue 
as real livelihoods.

For tour operators, Nablus stands out as one of Palestine’s strongest sensory destinations. Food provides the natural 
backbone of any visit, supported by soap-making heritage and the hammam tradition as complementary craft and 
recovery elements. Together, these allow a dense market day to be shaped into a coherent, well-paced, and guest-
friendly program.

Strategically located in northern Palestine, Nablus is easy to integrate either as a day visit or as an overnight anchor. It 
pairs particularly well with Sebastia, Jenin, and wider northern itineraries.

Signature experiences

	• Old City market walk: A guided loop through 
souqs and lived urban fabric, designed with two to 
three intentional pauses for shade, tea, or tastings 
to manage sensory intensity.

	• Knafeh hero stop: A seated, time-boxed experience 
planned as a ritual moment after the market walk, 
anchoring the visit through taste and pause.

	• Soap factory demonstration: A short, demon-
stration-led Do plus Shop encounter focused on 
livelihoods and craft continuity. One take-home bar 
included, with an optional purchase opportunity.

	• Turkish hammam experience: A recovery block at 
the end of the day or before dinner, ideal for restor-
ing energy and balancing a dense urban program.

	• Optional heritage layers: Tell Balata (biblical 
Shechem) as a concise archaeological insert; Jacob’s 
Well as a calm sacred counterpoint; Mount Gerizim 
with a Samaritan community encounter as a strong 
differentiation element, best planned with fixed 
timing and focused discussion.
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Nablus
5D Snapshot
Best suited for

	• Food lovers and culinary travelers drawn by 
markets, cooperative meals, and knafeh.

	• Culture and heritage-focused visitors seeking a 
living city rather than a monument list.

	• Small groups and slow-paced programs that for 
example benefit from hammam experience.

	• Repeat visitors looking for strong differentiation 
through Mount Gerizim and Samaritan encounters.

Operator notes
	• Plan knafeh as a dedicated, seated experience 

placed after the market walk. Avoid treating it as an 
on-the-go snack and allow time to sit, observe the 
preparation, and reset.

	• Keep the market day coherent. Loop routing, inten-
tional pauses, and one well-chosen craft encounter 
are more effective than multiple scattered stops.

	• Use the hammam strategically to protect guest 
comfort, pacing, and energy over the course of the 
day; the experience needs time; if the itinerary does 
not allow it, rather skip than rushing.

	• Brief guests clearly in advance. Markets are lively 
and sometimes crowded, and this intensity is a 
defining part of the experience.

Pro tip

Use the hammam as a storytelling tool, not only as 
recovery. Plan it after guests have experienced the 
markets, crafts, and food production. Ending the day in 
the bath culture allows visitors to physically and emotion-
ally process the density of Nablus, turning intensity into 
insight.
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Dimension Practical planning guidance

SLEEP Nablus works well as an overnight anchor within northern itineraries, especially when including a 
hammam and evening recovery rhythm. It also integrates smoothly with nearby bases such as Sebastia 
for multi-day routes. Depending on the group size and interest, opt for unique accommodation in the 
historic centre rather than hotel overnight.

EAT Make food experience the program’s core spine. A proven sequence is market walk, hosted or coopera-
tive lunch, culinary old-city tastings, and knafeh as the mid-day or closing dessert signature.

MOVE The Old City is compact and best explored on foot. Design a loop with two to three pauses to manage 
fatigue and maintain comfort; the archaeological sites are short drives away from the city centre.

DO Use a clear day formula, like: Old City walk, food experience, soap demonstration, then hammam. Add 
only one heritage layer unless it is a special-interest or faith-based group. For pilgrims, focus on Old Tes-
tament narratives and feature Tell Balata, followed by Jacob’s Well inside the Greek Orthodox St. Photini 
Church.

SHOP Keep shopping purposeful and limited. Soap is the ‘clean & practial’ Do + Shop moment in Nablus, while 
the villages to the north offer more pantry-focussed take-home items.





Sebastia

ARCHAEOLOGY, LANDSCAPE,  
AND SLOW HOSPITALITY IN A LIVING-HERITAGE SETTING

Sebastia is one of Palestine’s strongest slow-travel destinations. It combines a compact archaeological landscape 
with an active village setting, allowing visitors to experience history, daily life, and open countryside as one continuous 
environment rather than as a detached site.

The setting creates a calm, high-value experience that relies on pace and atmosphere rather than volume. For tour 
operators, Sebastia works particularly well as a rhythm reset between higher-energy city days such as Nablus, Jenin, or 
Ramallah and longer southbound itineraries.

Signature experiences

	• Archaeological walk: Place-based interpretation 
focused on the Roman street, temple, theatre, and 
selected earlier layers.

	• Prophet Yahya (John the Baptist) tomb: A heritage 
stop suitable for faith-based and mixed groups, link-
ing the Crusader church and contemporary mosque 
+ archaeological museum.

	• Tea-terrace pause: A deliberately planned moment 
used as an arrival buffer, reflection break, or sunset 
stop in the hilly landscape around Sebastia.

	• Contemporary interpretation: A local guide-led 
encounter connecting archaeological layers with v 
illage continuity, land use, occupation, and  
present-day daily life.

	• Landscape movement experience: Terrace break-
fast followed by a gentle hike or donkey ride 
through the  surrounding olive-covered slopes.

	• Hands-on crafts: The nearby village of Nifs Jbeil 
is known for ceramic workshops. Visit for a short 
demonstration or plan a hands-on ceramic painting 
experience, including a self-made take-home item 
for guests.
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Sebastia 
5D Snapshot

Best suited for
	• Slow-travel and culture-led itineraries.
	• Archaeology enthusiasts who value less visited 

sites with complex layers + biblical relevancy.
	• Couples and small premium groups.
	• Travelers seeking calm landscapes and village 

atmosphere.
	• Long north-south journeys that benefit from  

a restorative pause.

Operator notes
	• Sebastia rewards time and restraint. Fewer 

elements delivered well produce the strongest 
experience. It is probably the best place in Palestine 
for a ‘do-nothing-day’ besides Jericho.

	• Early mornings and late afternoons provide the best 
light and atmosphere.

	• Larger groups should be split during site walks and 
regrouped for meals and terrace pauses.
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Dimension Practical planning guidance

SLEEP Boutique guesthouses in Sebastia and nearby village Nifs Jbeil form part of the experience. An overnight 
stay is strongly recommended for slow-travel, premium, and archaeology-focused programs, allowing a 
calm morning site visit and sunset evening.

EAT Anchor the visit with one hosted village meal that is simple and locally prepared. Pair it with a planned 
tea-terrace pause to reinforce the destination’s relaxed pace.

MOVE Sebastia fits naturally into north-south routing. A strong sequence is late afternoon arrival, tea terrace, 
sunset, overnight stay, early morning archaeology walk, lunch, then onward travel. Short hikes or donkey 
rides add value when the group profile allows.

DO Keep the program focused. Combine the archaeology walk with the Prophet Yahya (John the Baptist) 
tomb visit and one village-based interpretation stop. Faith-based groups can focus more on the biblical 
stories related to Sebastia (biblical Samaria) or the New Testament ‘John-the-Baptist-storyline’. 

For craft-interested groups, visit one of the ceramic workshops for a DO + SHOP activity: story-led pres-
entation of typical Palestinian ceramic artwork and designs and/or hands-on ceramic painting activity 
with self-made ‘take-home-item’.

SHOP Sebastia and Nifs Jbeil are famous for ceramic products.

Sebastia as Palestinian heritage under threat

Sebastia is a living Palestinian cultural landscape where 
archaeology, agriculture, village life, and local stewardship 
have been intertwined for centuries. The archaeological 
acropolis and the historic town form a single cultural, 
social, and economic unit. Local families depend on 
this continuity through agriculture, olive oil production, 
hospitality, guiding, conservation work, and small-scale 
tourism.

In recent years, this continuity has come under severe 
pressure. Large areas of privately owned Palestinian 
land, as well as the entire archaeological acropolis and 
surrounding agricultural terraces, have been confis-
cated by Israeli authorities under the stated pretext 
of ‘heritage preservation’ and ‘tourism development’. 
These measures aim to separate the archaeological site 
from the Palestinian town, redirect access, and transfer 
management away from local Palestinian institutions and 
residents.

Sebastia is listed by the State of Palestine on UNESCO’s 
Tentative List of World Heritage Sites. For Palestinian 
communities and heritage professionals, the current 
developments are understood not as neutral conserva-
tion efforts, but as actions that undermine local access, 
livelihoods, and long-standing community-led heritage 
stewardship.

For tour operators, this context does not require political 
debate or advocacy language. It does require clarity, 
responsibility, and informed choices.

Professional guidance for travel designers
	• Work with local Palestinian guides, providers, and 

institutions connected to Sebastia and its heritage.
	• Present Sebastia as a multi-period Palestinian site 

shaped by continuous human presence, not as an 
isolated archaeological attraction.

	• Keep the village context central through meals, local 
workshops, and interaction with residents.

	• Prepare guests calmly and factually for visible 
restrictions, access changes, or security presence, 
explaining that these are part of the current reality 
of the site.

	• Be transparent that tourism in Sebastia directly 
supports local livelihoods and cultural continuity.

	• Handled with care, Sebastia becomes more than 
an archaeological visit. It becomes a responsible 
cultural encounter that affirms Palestinian heritage, 
dignity, and the right of local communities to remain 
connected to their land and history.
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Jenin and the North

MARKETS, FARMING LIFE, AND RESPONSIBLE TRAVEL  
BEYOND HEADLINE SITES

Jenin is a central agricultural, commercial, and social hub of northern Palestine. It is best understood through its 
markets, seasonal produce, olive oil, za’atar, and the everyday systems that connect farming villages, small towns, and 
urban life across the north.

Unlike destinations built around a single landmark, Jenin delivers value through participation. Markets reflect 
regional food flows, kitchens reveal seasonal rhythms, and surrounding fields show how land, labor, and livelihoods 
are interlinked. Because the area remains lightly visited, encounters tend to be direct and grounded, making Jenin 
particularly well suited for responsible, low-impact tourism.

From a routing perspective, Jenin also works as a strong north-south connector. It allows operators to transform a 
long transfer between the Galilee area and central Palestine into a meaningful day shaped by food, landscape, and 
local life rather than road time. 

Signature experiences
	• Guided market walk: seasonal produce, spices, 

and everyday trade, framed around how the local 
food system functions from field to household.

	• Olive oil anchor block: tasting combined with 
production context and livelihoods storytelling, 
designed as a clear DO + SHOP experience.

	• Hands-on cooking: market to kitchen to shared 
meal sequence, such as maftoul  
preparation with local hosts in the Jalame area.

	• Contemporary layer: a cultural-political encounter 
focused on recent history for matching groups and 
conditions; e.g. build around a short stop at the  
Martyrs’ Cemetery in Qabatiya with a  
street-coffee-break.

Optional extensions
	• Arraba: Ottoman-era palaces and village fabric,  

added as a short architectural and historical layer.
	• Tell Dothan: brief archaeological stop framed 

through landscape and long settlement history.
	• Bal‘ama Tunnel: focused underground visit  

explaining ancient water systems and  
continuity of settlement.

	• Zababdeh Christian encounter: visit to one of 
northern Palestine’s historic Christian towns, with a 
short church stop and community context suitable 
for mixed and faith-based groups.

	• Jalame and the Marj Ibn Amer fields: agricultural 
landscape visit in the fertile plains north of Jenin,  
introducing crop cycles, rainfed and irrigated  
farming, olive groves, and rural livelihoods.

	• Tell Ta’anak: compact archaeological stop linking 
biblical tradition with the wider agricultural  
plains of the north.
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Jenin and the North 
5D Snapshot

Best suited for
	• Culinary and food-focused travelers interested  

in production and participation.
	• Responsible and community-based tourism  

individuals or groups.
	• Culture explorers seeking everyday life rather  

than monuments.
	• Repeat visitors looking beyond headline desti- 

nations or groups on classical site-heavy itineraries 
who need a meanigful pause instead of a bus-only 
day between the north and south.

Operator notes
	• Design intentionally. Choose one food anchor and 

one landscape or village loop rather than trying to 
cover multiple themes; in this area all is unique  
in its own sense, stacking here creates confusion.

	• Market visits should always be guided and contex-
tualized. The focus is on systems and stories, not 
browsing, floating or shopping.

	• Keep group sizes manageable or split larger 
groups. Cooking, tasting, and discussion formats 
work best with smaller numbers.

	• Seasonal planning is essential. Produce  
availability, menus, and farm access vary throughout 
the year. Plan early with your local operator.
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Dimension Practical planning guidance

SLEEP Accommodation in Jenin itself is still relatively limited, but there are few hotels which can host groups 
and individuals. Most itineraries use Jenin as a day stop within a northern loop. Consider an overnight  
in Sebastia’s village guesthouses.

EAT Make food the structural spine of the day. Market visit, tasting, and hosted meal work best with seasonal 
menus and cooperative or home-based formats tied directly to local agriculture.

MOVE Avoid direct point-to-point driving. Design countryside loops with short scenic drives, village pauses, 
and field visits so movement becomes part of the experience. Jenin works well to break long  
north-south journeys, e.g. between Galilee and Jerusalem or Jericho.

DO Core layer: Jenin market walk plus one food system anchor, either olive oil tasting or hands-on cooking. 

Second layer: choose one place-based visit that reinforces the food and land story, such as Jalame  
and the Marj Ibn Amer fields, a farming cooperative, or a village kitchen. 

Third layer: add one short, focused site, such as Zababdeh church for a Christian encounter, Arraba for 
Ottoman-era village heritage, Tell Dothan or Tel Ta’anak for archaeology, or the Bal‘ama Tunnel for  
water systems.

SHOP Prioritize practical pantry items that support local producers, such as olive oil, za’atar blends, and related 
staples. Keep shopping efficient and naturally embedded in the day; opt for fairtrade and collaboratives.

Pro tip: Use lunch in the fields to tell the bigger story.

Plan a hosted lunch with local farming cooperatives in Jalame or the Marj Ibn Amer plains, followed by a short field 
visit. Experiencing the fertile agricultural landscape north of Jenin while discussing crop cycles, land use, and food 
production turns a meal into a high-impact learning moment. When framed calmly and factually, this setting also allows 
space to introduce contemporary political and economic realities through everyday rural life.





Burqin

ORTHODOX PILGRIMAGE, VILLAGE CONTINUITY, AND 
TRADITIONAL OLIVE OIL SOAP

Burqin is one of the most important Christian pilgrimage stops in northern Palestine and one of the region’s oldest 
continuously inhabited villages. Located west of Jenin, it is home to the Greek Orthodox Church of Saint George, tradition-
ally associated with the Gospel account of the healing of the ten lepers in Luke 17. According to long-standing local and 
ecclesiastical tradition, this site has functioned as a place of Christian worship since the early centuries of Christianity.

Beyond its sacred significance, Burqin is also known for its traditional olive oil soap production. Small, family-run 
soap workshops have operated here for generations, using local olive oil and time-honored methods. This adds 
a strong everyday heritage layer that complements the spiritual visit and connects faith, land, and livelihoods in a 
grounded way.

For tour operators, Burqin offers a compact but high-impact stop that combines pilgrimage, living village life, and 
authentic craft. It pairs naturally with Jenin and works especially well as a calm, reflective counterpoint to market and 
food-focused days.

Signature experiences

	• Church of Saint George core visit: a short, respectful 
interpretation of the Ten Lepers tradition and the 
church’s long Orthodox continuity.

	• Subterranean cisterns: a brief visit beneath the 
church that adds historical depth and a soft adven-
ture moment; requires climbing down a ladder and 
flashlights

	• Reflection pause: candle lighting, prayer, or quiet 
time in the church.

	• Olive oil soap encounter: visit to a small family-run 
soap workshop along the route between Burqin 
and Jenin, focused on production methods and 
traditional olive oil use.
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Burqin 
5D Snapshot

Best suited for
	• Christian pilgrimage groups adding depth to 

northern itineraries and a rarely visited high-value, 
beautiful pilgrimage site.

	• Interfaith and cultural travelers interested in 
living sacred traditions.

	• Groups seeking authentic craft encounters  
linked to daily life.

Operator notes
	• Brief guests clearly on modest dress and respectful 

behavior, as the church is an active place of worship.
	• When visiting soap workshops, keep the stop  

focused on production, cultural heritage and  
livelihoods within constrained overall conditions.
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Dimension Practical planning guidance

SLEEP Burqin is best planned as a short quarter day-stop extension from Jenin or within a northern loop.  
Overnight stays are currently not possible (opt for Jenin, Sebastia or Nablus).

EAT Keep meals in Jenin or nearby villages. Burqin works best as a sacred and cultural pause.

MOVE Easy and efficient detour from Jenin. Soap workshops can be visited along the way.

DO Allocate 45 to 60 minutes for the church visit and additional 30 minutes if the group wants to decent into 
the cisterns. Add 20 to 45 minutes for a soap workshop stop.

SHOP Focus on olive oil soap as the signature take-home. Purchasing directly from family workshops supports 
local livelihoods and avoids touristic retail formats. The church also has a small shop with devotional 
items.

Pro tip: Pair faith with craft for a complete northern stop.

A strong sequence is a market or seasonal meal in Jenin, followed by a reflective church visit in Burqin and a short olive 
oil soap stop on the return drive. This combination links sacred tradition, everyday work, and local continuity in a way 
that feels authentic, balanced, and memorable.





SAMPLE ITINERARIES

Palestine Essentials





PALESTINE ESSENTIALS

Holy Land Introduction

Theme: 	 Sacred orientation through Palestine’s core pilgrimage geography
Destinations: 	 Jerusalem, Bethlehem, Bethany
Duration: 	 3 days
Best for: 	 First-time visitors, pilgrims, short stays, mulit-country itineraries

This three-day program is the classic, time-tested introduction to Palestine and the Holy Land. It has been used 
and refined over decades and remains one of the most reliable formats for first-time visitors. The structure is simple, 
focused, and highly adaptable, making it easy to combine with other destinations around Palestine.

The itinerary is built around clear sacred orientation: Jerusalem provides the essential spiritual and geographic 
framework. Bethlehem anchors the Nativity story within a lived, walkable city. Bethany functions as the meaningful 
connector, linking scripture, movement, and landscape between Jerusalem and Bethlehem.

Despite its short duration, the program feels complete. Careful sequencing, walkable routes, and realistic pacing 
prevent overload while preserving depth and emotional impact. The result is a compact introduction that works 
equally well for pilgrims, cultural travelers, and mixed-interest groups.

For tour operators, this is a low-risk, high-confidence product. It adapts easily to different denominational needs, 
group abilities, and time constraints while maintaining a strong narrative spine and clear flow.

Sales Pitch

Experience the Holy Land’s essential sacred places in just three days: walkable, thoughtfully paced, and guided 
through Palestinian daily life as well as biblical heritage. Designed for first-time visitors who want clarity, depth, 
and authenticity without rush.

Extension Ideas
	• Add depth: Extend Bethlehem with rooftop views and additional Nativity sections, like the columbarium.
	• Add contrast: Continue south to Battir or north to Ramallah for a lived-culture layer.
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DAY-BY-DAY ITINERARY 

Holy Land Introduction

Day 1 — Jerusalem Old City Pilgrimage Walk

Theme: Sacred orientation + living city

Day Location Key D(s) with examples

1 Jerusalem: Old 
City, Palestinian 
East Jerusalem

MOVE: Lions’ Gate → Old City lanes (all on foot) • DO: Via Dolorosa segments + Church of the 
Holy Sepulchre • EAT: Palestinian street breakfast (hummus/falafel) + bakery bread stops • 
SHOP: curated Palestinian heritage shops (olive oil, spices, handicrafts) • SLEEP: Old City or  
just outside the walls (guesthouse or hotel).

Operator note: An ascent of the Church of the Redeemer tower adds a powerful orientation layer (~ 1h).

Day 2 — Mount of Olives Sunrise, Bethany, Desert Route to Bethlehem

Theme: Orientation, transition, and sacred geography in motion

Day Location Key D(s) with examples

2 Mount of Olives 
+ Bethany + 
Bethlehem

MOVE: Pre-sunrise drive to Mount of Olives → Bethany → Wadi Nar desert route → Bethle-
hem • DO: Sunrise panorama; Bethany Visitor Path (Tomb of Lazarus, Mary & Martha Church, 
Multimedia exhibition on female spiritual legacy and history) • EAT: Light packed early snack 
at Mount of Olives; Palestinian breakfast in Bethany; traditional dinner in Bethlehem • SHOP: 
Bethany women’s cooperative items (candles, local crafts) • SLEEP: Bethlehem (hotel,  
guesthouse, or church-affiliated accommodation).

Operator note: Bethany functions best as a narrative hinge. During the day, the impact of the occupation on daily life becomes 
apparent simply by driving from Jerusalem via Bethany to Bethlehem. The landscape is equally stunning and revealing, showing 
everyday constraints alongside its beauty. Plan ahead with the local operator and guide to use bus time to address these modern 
layers.

Day 3 — Bethlehem on Foot & Beit Sahour Close

Theme: Nativity depth + quiet conclusion

Day Location Key D(s) with examples

3 Bethlehem + 
Beit Sahour

MOVE: Walking route along Star Street; short drive to Beit Sahour • DO: Church of the Nativity + 
St. Catherine Church + Milk Grotto; Shepherds’ Fields (Beit Sahour, Catholic or Orthodox) • EAT: 
Hotel breakfast; light lunch depending on departure timing • SHOP: Olive-wood workshop with 
demonstration, opt for fair trade shop rather than tourism-focussed retail shops!

Operator note: Shepherds’ Fields provide an ideal calm closing moment. Avoid adding further sites after this visit.
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PALESTINE ESSENTIALS

Classic First-Timers Loop

Theme: 	 Sacred foundations + lived culture + landscape contrast
Destinations:	 Jerusalem, Bethany, Bethlehem/Beit Sahour, Hebron, Battir,  

Ramallah and Birzeit, Jericho and the Jordan Valley
Duration: 	 7 days
Best for: 	 First-time visitors, mixed-interest groups, mid-market programs

Designed as a true first-time introduction, this seven-day loop presents Palestine through a balanced mix of sacred 
heritage, living cities, contemporary culture, craft traditions, and landscape contrast. Jerusalem establishes the spiritual 
and geographic framework, Bethlehem and Hebron deepen historical meaning through lived urban environments, 
Ramallah and Birzeit provide modern civic and cultural context, while Jericho resets pace through space, nature, food, 
and sensory richness.

The itinerary is comprehensive and content-rich while remaining realistically paced and operationally sound. It avoids 
overload by layering experiences carefully and sequencing days to balance intensity with recovery. Over many years 
of use, this route has proven effective for groups of varied backgrounds, interests, and physical abilities.

For operators, it offers a strong, adaptable backbone. Individual interests can be emphasized or softened without 
losing the overall narrative flow or thematic clarity. As a ready-made program, it remains one of the most reliable formats 
for presenting Palestine to first-time visitors in a way that is coherent, engaging, and easy to sell.

Sales Pitch

A complete first-time journey through Palestine’s sacred foundations, living cities, and landscape contrast. This 
tour is designed with realistic pacing and local depth. The 7-day loop pairs iconic Holy Land geography with 
contemporary culture, craft traditions, and signature tastes.

Extension Ideas
	• Add a Battir terraces half-day as a recovery day if the group needs slower pacing.
	• Add a guided-visit to the al-Asqa/Haram ash-Sharif compound (must be pre-arranged, not Fridays/holidays)
	• Pro-tip: add a deliberate ‘reset-pause’ at Dar al-Consul Cultural Centre just before the visit to the Holy Sepulchre 

Church to pace down after the Via Dolorosa; use the 3D virtual tour of the Holy Sepulchre to orient visitors before 
the actual visit and avoid giving hurried explanations and instructions in front of the church.
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DAY-BY-DAY ITINERARY 

Classic First-Timers Loop

Day 1 — Jerusalem Orientation: Viewpoint + Old City Rhythm

Theme: Make the map legible before going deep

Day Location Key D(s) with examples

1 Jerusalem: Old 
City, Palestinian 
East Jerusalem

MOVE: Mount of Olives panorama (orientation “map moment”) • DO: Short Old City + East  
Jerusalem introduction loop (key landmarks, Damascus Gate, key East Jerusalem streets) • EAT: 
ka’ak + za’atar bakery stop + hummus/falafel lunch • SLEEP: Old City or just outside the walls 
(guesthouse or hotel for evening atmosphere).

Operator note: An ascent of the Church of the Redeemer Tower or the Christian Information Centre adds great orientation (~ 1h).

Day 2 — Jerusalem Sacred Core: One Anchor, Done Well

Theme: Spiritual depth without exhaustion

Day Location Key D(s) with examples

2 Jerusalem:  
The Old City

DO: Via Dolorosa segments + Church of the Holy Sepulchre (clear pacing and pre-visit instru-
citons); stop at Dar al-Consul (quick break just before Holy Sepulchre visit) MOVE: time-boxed 
walking lanes + one seated pause (terrace/rooftop, e.g. Christian Information Centre near Jaffa 
Gate) • EAT: spice/coffee micro-stop + simple mezze lunch to reset pace • SLEEP: Old City and 
just outside the walls (guesthouse or hotel for evening atmosphere).

Operator note: The stop at Dar al-Consul to protect/gain energy for the Holy Sepulchre (offers also clean bathrooms). Even just 10 
minutes makes a measurable difference in guest focus and emotional reception, especially for first-time visitors.

Day 3 — Bethany Transition + Bethlehem Anchor (Wadi Nar Route)

Theme: Sacred geography in motion + arrival into Bethlehem

Day Location Key D(s) with examples

3 Bethany (al-Eiz-
ariya), valley- 
desert loop + 
Bethlehem

DO: Bethany Visitor Path (Tomb of Lazarus + Mary & Martha Church) • MOVE: Wadi Nar desert 
route (use as story corridor, not just driving: access and mobility, daily movement constraints + 
ancient travel routes) • EAT: Palestinian breakfast in Bethany + Bethlehem dinner (shared mezze 
culture: salads, pastries, small finger-food meat items) • SLEEP: Bethlehem (walkable base for  
Manger Square + Star Street).

Operator note: Frame the Wadi Nar drive verbally before departure. When guests understand it as a narrative corridor connecting 
Jerusalem, Jericho, and Bethlehem, the drive becomes part of the experience beyond just being scenic.
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Day 4 — Bethlehem on Foot + Beit Sahour Quiet Close

Theme: Nativity depth + calm ending

Day Location Key D(s) with examples

4 Bethlehem + 
Beit Sahour

MOVE: Mostly on foot, short drives, only • DO: Church of the Nativity, Church of St. Catherine 
(early) + Star Street + Milk Grotto • SHOP: Olive-wood workshop • DO (quiet): Shepherds’ Fields 
(Beit Sahour) as reflective close • EAT: Bakery comfort stop + light lunch depending on timing • 
SLEEP: Bethlehem with dinner in hotel or guesthouse as next day is an early start.

Operator note: Plan the Nativity visit as early as possible, then slow the rest of the day deliberately. Guests often expect the church 
to be calm, but in peak seasons it is intense, so try to cut the crowds coming for the usual 30min visit by visiting early. The Shepherds’ 
Fields work best as a conscious decompression stop at the end. For even more calm, visit the Orthodox Shepherd fields instead of the 
Catholic ones, as they are usually less visited (limited opening hours apply).

Day 5 — Hebron Living Heritage + Craft Depth

Theme: One intense city, balanced by craft, spiritual break, and smart pacing

Day Location Key D(s) with examples

5 Hebron 
(Al-Khalil)

MOVE: Early start by bus; on foot inside Hebron; short drives between craft places, afternoon 
drive to Ramallah via Jerusalem (saves time, avoids longer Wadi Nar route) • DO: Ibrahimi 
Mosque + one focused old-city segment (e.g. Hebron Museum), use long afternoon drive to 
Ramallah for debriefing in the bus/discussion • SHOP (as DO+SHOP): glass workshop demo + 
leather craft story (optional purchases) • EAT: planned signature dish (camel stew) + tea pause • 
SLEEP: Ramallah area.

Operator note: Hebron requires deliberate framing. Most visitors arrive with prior knowledge and expectations, and the urban reality 
can be emotionally demanding. Plan a clear pre-brief on the bus outlining the day’s structure, what guests will see, and how the visit 
will be framed. Do not avoid the political context; acknowledge it factually and place it within the broader narrative of history, daily life, 
and living crafts. Build in a debrief at the end of the visit, to allow reflection and reset before onward travel.

Day 6 — Ramallah + Birzeit: Contemporary Identity + Evening Life

Theme: Nativity depth + calm ending

Day Location Key D(s) with examples

6 Birzeit,  
Ramallah

MOVE: Short drives Birzeit - Ramallah and inside Ramallah, city-parts mostly on foot • DO: 
Palestine Museum (Birzeit) or Mahmoud Darwish Museum (Ramallah) with central city walk; 
discussion option with international organization or Arafat Mausoleum and Museum • EAT: 
Café culture lunch (local + social) + evening higher-end Palestinian modern/fusion kitchen  
restaurant experience • SLEEP: Ramallah base for walkable evening atmosphere • SHOP:  
Curated micro-stop (local design / small crafts, gallery and contemporary art).

Operator note: Day 6 is a conscious thematic shift. After days focused on heritage, history, and spirituality, this day should clearly 
signal a change in atmosphere to modern Palestinian life. Emphasize movement, cafés, social spaces, contemporary culture, and 
civic energy within existing constraints. A relaxed lunch, street-level walking, and an unhurried evening moment communicate youth 
culture, political awareness, and everyday modernity more effectively than adding additional institutions. The contrast is the product.

Day 7 — Jericho and the Jordan Valley

Theme: Calm closure through landscape, agriculture, and deep time

Day Location Key D(s) with examples

7 Jericho &  
Jordan Valley

MOVE: Early morning drive from Ramallah descending into the Jordan Valley depression with 
scenic route and photo stop • DO (deep time): Tell es-Sultan as the earliest settlement layer • DO 
(heritage): Hisham’s Palace with mosaic interpretation linking ancient art to living traditions • 
MOVE: Gentle oasis mobility such as a short bike ride through palm groves and orchards • EAT: 
Fresh juice, dates, and farm-to-table lunch using local produce • SHOP: Mosaic art and small 
craft pieces in Jericho, linked with cultural continuity • SLEEP: Jericho (hotel or guesthouses).

Operator note: After an intensive journey through cities, sacred sites, and layered narratives, Jericho works best as a conscious 
deceleration. Its landscape and atmosphere feel detached from earlier days while remaining fully part of the Palestinian story.  
Use this day for closure: fewer stops, more space, and time for conversation and reflection.
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PALESTINE ESSENTIALS

A Taste of Palestine

Theme: 	 Food-first.
Destinations: 	 Jerusalem, Bethany, Jericho and the Jordan Valley, Jenin, Sebastia, Nablus, 

Ramallah and Birzeit, Taybeh, Bethlehem, Beit Sahour, Hebron
Duration: 	 8 days
Best for: 	 First-time visitors with strong food interest, culture-focused travelers, 

responsible tourism clients, small to mid-size groups

This eight-day itinerary uses food as the primary lens for understanding Palestine. Meals, markets, kitchens, farms, 
and craft production are not secondary experiences but the organizing logic of each day. Sacred sites, cities, and 
landscapes are encountered through what people grow, cook, share, and sell.

The route is structured in two clear arcs. The first moves east and north from Jerusalem through Bethany and Jericho 
into the Jordan Valley, then up to Jenin, Sebastia, and Nablus, focusing on agriculture, olive oil, markets, and cooking 
traditions. The second arc moves through central and southern Palestine, connecting Ramallah’s café culture and 
contemporary food scene with Bethlehem’s hosting traditions and Hebron’s craft-based cuisine, before returning to 
Jerusalem to close the story where it began.

For operators, this is a highly sellable thematic program. It works across seasons, adapts well to group abilities, and 
supports responsible tourism through direct engagement with local producers, cooperatives, and family hosts.

Sales Pitch

Taste Palestine through its everyday tables and most meaningful places. From markets and farms to kitchens 
and crafts, this journey is social, responsible, and rooted in lived culture rather than display.

Extension Ideas
	• Replace biking in Jericho with walking or a farm visit for slower groups.
	• Shorten to seven days by merging the Sebastia and Jenin layers.
	• Add a village overnight to support slower evenings and deeper hosting.
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DAY-BY-DAY ITINERARY 

A Taste of Palestine

Day 1 — Jerusalem Food Orientation & Old City Tasting Route

Theme: Eating the city as a map

Day Location Key D(s) with examples

1 Jerusalem Old 
City and East 
Jerusalem

MOVE: Walk-first exploration through Old City lanes and East Jerusalem streets • DO: Guided 
food-focused Old City walk including bakeries, spice lanes, coffee, sweets, and daily trade 
rhythm • EAT: Palestinian street breakfast followed by a structured tasting sequence and  
hosted cooking lunch • SHOP: curated pantry stop with za’atar, spices, tahini, and olive oil • 
SLEEP: Jerusalem with walkable evening atmosphere.

Operator note: East Jerusalem offers a growing range of contemporary interpretations of traditional Palestinian cuisine, including 
restaurants in distinctive locations with city views or characterful interiors. Availability and suitability vary by group profile, so 
coordinate with your local partner to select the best option.

Day 2 — Bethany to Jericho: From Pilgrimage to Oasis Foodscape

Theme: Sacred connector and sensory shift

Day Location Key D(s) with examples

2 Bethany to 
Jericho

MOVE: Jerusalem to Bethany; descent drive into the Jordan Valley • DO: Bethany Visitor Path 
including the Tomb of Lazarus and the Church of Mary and Martha • EAT: Palestinian breakfast 
(Bethany), farm-to-table lunch (Jericho) + hotel dinner • SHOP: Women’s cooperative items in 
Bethany and date and produce products in Jericho • SLEEP: Jericho (relaxation-focussed hotel 
or local guesthouse.

Operator note: Between Bethany and Jericho, consider adding a scenic pause or short walk to break the drive. Options include a 
stop at the Nabi Musa pilgrimage site or a viewpoint overlooking Saint George’s Monastery in Wadi el-Qelt. Both add landscape depth 
without significantly extending the day and work well as mid-route resets.

Day 3 — Jericho by Bike to Jordan Valley to Jenin

Theme: Movement, produce, and olive oil traditions

Day Location Key D(s) with examples

3 Jericho to 
Jordan Valley to 
Jenin

MOVE: Easy bike loop through Jericho oasis followed by bus transfer north through the Jordan 
Valley • DO: Olive oil production visit focusing on quality, seasonality, and livelihoods • EAT: 
Jericho breakfast and fresh juice followed by seasonal lunch and olive oil tasting near Jenin • 
SHOP: premium olive oil and fair-trade pantry items • SLEEP: Jenin area or Sebastia.

Operator note: Jericho allows flexible enrichment. Add a second archaeological layer such as Hisham’s Palace or Tell es-Sultan for 
deeper context, or replace a standard lunch with a hands-on mosaic-making session combined with a light meal to turn downtime 
into a participatory experience.
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Day 4 — Sebastia Slow Heritage to Nablus Markets & Kitchen

Theme: Slow village layer, then high-energy food city

Day Location Key D(s) with examples

4 Sebastia to  
Nablus to 
Ramallah

MOVE: Short transfers between Sebastia, Nablus, and Ramallah • DO: Sebastia archaeology 
and village layer with Roman street elements and village context followed by Nablus Old City 
market walk and hands-on cooking session • EAT: Hosted village lunch and seated knafeh hero 
moment • SHOP: Nablus olive oil soap with factory storytelling • SLEEP: Ramallah.

Operator note: Sebastia is well suited for slowing the pace. Options include a short landscape walk or donkey ride for outdoor- 
focused groups, and a ceramic workshop for craft enthusiasts. For deeper immersion, consider a two-night stay in village  
guesthouses, offering a strong counterpoint to hotel overnights and memorable local breakfasts.

Day 5 — Ramallah, Birzeit & Taybeh to Bethlehem

Theme: Modern taste culture and social life

Day Location Key D(s) with examples

5 Ramallah to 
Birzeit to  
Taybeh to  
Bethlehem

MOVE: Short hops between Ramallah, Birzeit, Taybeh, and southbound transfer to Bethlehem 
• DO: Ramallah civic walk and Palestinian Museum visit in Birzeit followed by Taybeh brewery 
visit • EAT: Street-based lunch in Ramallah and moderated brewery tasting with simple food • 
SHOP: Ramallah bookshop or Birzeit museum shop • SLEEP: Bethlehem.

Operator note: This is a short-distance but time-intensive transfer. Although Ramallah and Bethlehem are only about 25 km apart, 
mobility constraints and checkpoints can extend travel to two or three hours. Use the drive intentionally by framing it as part of the 
contemporary context. A packed sweet and salty tasting box from Ramallah works well as an on-board snack and keeps energy up.

Day 6 — Bethlehem & Beit Sahour: Sacred Core and Hosting

Theme: Nativity, streets, and shared tables

Day Location Key D(s) with examples

6 Bethlehem to 
Beit Sahour

MOVE: Walking in Bethlehem, short transfers • DO: Star Street walk, Church of the Nativity, 
Saint Catherine Church, and Shepherds’ Fields visit • EAT: bakery breakfast and hosted  
Palestinian family dinner • SHOP: Olive wood workshop • SLEEP: Bethlehem.

Operator note: Stuffed lamb neck with rice and stuffed vine leaves are signature Bethlehem dishes and are widely available at high 
quality. When possible, opt for a home-style delivered dinner rather than a tourist-oriented restaurant. 

Day 7 — Hebron Heritage, Crafts & Signature Dishes

Theme: Old City depth and strongest craft-food pairing

Day Location Key D(s) with examples

7 Bethlehem to 
Hebron to  
Jerusalem

MOVE: Bus transfer from Bethlehem to Hebron and onward to Jerusalem • DO: Hebron Old City 
walk and focused visit to the Ibrahimi Mosque • EAT: Traditional lunch and signature camel 
stew • SHOP: Glassblowing and leather workshops with demonstration • SLEEP: Jerusalem.

Operator note: Hebron is an intensive experience emotionally, politically, and sensorially. Plan a short briefing before arrival and a 
calm debrief afterward. Use food or tea pauses intentionally to slow the pace and help absorb the experience.

Day 8 — Jerusalem Close: Pantry, Recap & Departure

Theme: Bringing it all together

Day Location Key D(s) with examples

8 Jerusalem MOVE: Walkable final half-day in Jerusalem • DO: Recap walk through familiar food lanes rein-
forcing recognition and closure • EAT: Final structured tasting and shared closing meal • SHOP: 
Quality-controlled pantry purchases including spices, tahini, olive oil, and sweets.

Operator note: The final day works well for unrushed shopping in the Old City’s Palestinian streets or East Jerusalem. Allow generous 
free time, but support it with clear recommendations on what and where to buy. Encourage guests to apply what they have learned 
about food, quality, and sourcing throughout the journey.
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SAMPLE ITINERARIES

Thematic & Experiential 
Journeys





THEMATIC & EXPERIENTIAL JOURNEYS

Food & Craft of Palestine

Theme: 	 Palestine’s markets, kitchens, and living crafts
Destinations: 	 Jerusalem, Bethlehem, Hebron, Nablus, Sebastia, Jenin
Duration: 	 6 days
Best for: 	 Food-focused first-timers, culture travelers,  

responsible tourism clients, small to mid-size groups

This six-day itinerary uses food and craft as the primary way to understand Palestine. Markets, kitchens, workshops, 
and fields are not add-ons but the structure of each day. Sacred sites and cities are encountered through what people 
produce, cook, and trade.

The route moves south to north in a clear arc. Jerusalem introduces taste as orientation. Bethlehem and Hebron 
deepen craft traditions tied to faith and daily life. Nablus delivers market energy and signature sweets. Sebastia and 
Jenin slow the pace, grounding the journey in agriculture, olive oil, and fair-trade livelihoods. The result is a focused, 
hands-on program that is social, realistic to operate, and easy to position.

Sales Pitch

Taste Palestine through its everyday tables and living crafts. From Jerusalem’s market lanes to Bethlehem’s  
olive wood, Hebron’s workshops, Nablus’ knafeh, and Jenin’s olive oil fields, this journey shows how food and 
craft express history, identity, and livelihoods. A hands-on, responsible introduction to Palestine that is social, 
grounded, and memorable.

Extension Ideas
	• Battir landscape add-on: Half or full day in the terraced fields with a guided walk and farm-to-table meal to slow 

pace and add agricultural context.
	• Craft specialization: Add one focused deep-dive artisan workshop such as glassblowing in Hebron, ceramics in 

Nisf Jbeil, olive wood or mother-of-pearl in Bethlehem, or soap-making in Nablus or Burqin.
	• Contemporary food layer: Exploring modern Palestinian cuisine, cafés, bakeries, and social food spaces.
	• Seasonal Jordan Valley: Winter extension in Jericho focusing on citrus, dates, and warm-climate agriculture.
	• Cooking immersion: Full cooking day with local hosts from market sourcing to shared meal in Nablus.
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DAY-BY-DAY ITINERARY 

Food & Craft of Palestine

Day 1 — Jerusalem Taste Orientation

Theme: Eat the city as a map

Day Location Key D(s) with examples

1 Jerusalem: 
Old City & East 
Jerusalem

MOVE: Walk-first market lanes • DO: Guided tasting route (bakeries, spice lanes, coffee, sweets) 
• EAT: Street breakfast (hummus, falafel, foul) + structured tastings • SHOP: Pantry stop (za’atar, 
tahini, spices, olive oil) • SLEEP: Jerusalem base

Operator note: Over recent years, the New Gate area has developed into a lively food and café zone with many Palestinian-run 
venues. It works well for independent (group) dinners. With clear walking instructions, guests can return to the hotel easily without 
transfers or guide accompaniment.

Day 2 — Bethlehem Craft & Streets

Theme: Olive wood as living heritage

Day Location Key D(s) with examples

2 Bethlehem MOVE: Early drive to Bethlehem, rest of day walking • DO: Old town rhythm (Star Street, market) 
+ one sacred anchor (Church of Nativity) • SHOP (DO+SHOP): Olive-wood workshop demo 
(ethical, story-led) • EAT: Bakery stop + family-style dinner • SLEEP: Bethlehem

Operator note: Depending on group interests, add one focused enhancer. Options include an icon workshop, a scriptorium where 
priests copy biblical texts, or a mother-of-pearl workshop, another strong Bethlehem tradition. Small contemporary art galleries can 
also enrich the visit. Coordinate with your local partner to match the group profile while keeping olive wood as the core theme.

Day 3 — Hebron Workshops & Signature Dish

Theme: Craft livelihoods + strongest “heritage market” energy

Day Location Key D(s) with examples

3 Hebron 
(Al-Khalil)

MOVE: Early drive Hebron-Bethlehem and return in afternoon; walking inside Hebron; short 
drives between craft places • DO: Focused old-city market, Ibrahimi Mosque and Hebron Muse-
um + heritage framing • SHOP (DO+SHOP): Glassblowing demo + leather craft encounter EAT: 
Traditional lunch; camel stew hero dish • SLEEP: Bethlehem

Operator note: Hebron is an intensive city set in a striking landscape. Allow time in the Old Market street, where small heritage  
shops sell authentic and affordable Palestinian daily-life items, including textiles and occasional antiques. Fair-trade and collaboration 
shops offer scarves and textile products. Balance this with a visit to the modern part of Hebron, a major economic centre in the 
south, where larger leather and glass factories operate. Pacing the contrast between old city and modern production strengthens  
the experience.
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Day 4 — Nablus Markets, Soap & Knafeh

Theme: The food city of central Palestine, a senory-rich encounter

Day Location Key D(s) with examples

4 Nablus MOVE: Early drive via Wadi Nar route; walk in Nablus + Sebastian; short sunset hike in Sebastia’s 
hillsides • DO: Old City guided market rhythm walk • EAT: Seated knafeh hero moment in Hu-
warra + tastings (pickles/spices); local signature dinner in Sebastia • SHOP: Olive-oil soap demo 
+ one bar take-home included, more optional • SLEEP: Sebastia guesthouses.

Operator note: This is a drive-heavy day. Although Bethlehem and Nablus are only about 50 km apart in direct distance, travel 
can take three hours or more due to routing and access constraints. Frame the transfer as part of everyday Palestinian reality, and 
balance bus time with one short walk or light outdoor pause to reset energy.

Day 5 — Jenin Olive Oil & Fair Trade

Theme: Fields, ethics, and quality

Day Location Key D(s) with examples

5 Jenin & villages DO: Fair-trade olive oil centre (production, livelihoods, quality) • EAT: Seasonal farm lunch + 
olive oil tasting; farm-to-table dinner Sebastia • SHOP: Premium olive oil + pantry selection • 
MOVE: Countryside loop with one viewpoint/pause • SLEEP: Sebastia

Operator note: Jenin sits at the edge of the Marj Ibn Amer fertile plains, making it ideal for combining food and craft. Consider a  
farm-to-table lunch with a greenhouse visit in the Jalame area, or a stop at a traditional olive oil soap factory near Burqin. If timing 
allows, add free time in Jenin’s central fruit and vegetable markets, followed by a tasting of the local semolina sweet harisseh.

Day 6 — Closing Pantry Shopping

Theme: Take-home with purpose

Day Location Key D(s) with examples

6 Sebastia and 
Nisf Jbeil

DO: Sebastia archaeolgoical site • SHOP (DO+SHOP): Ceramic Centre visit in Nisf Jbeil village 
(10min drive from Sebastia) • EAT: Simple farmer’s lunch • MOVE: onward to Jerusalem or other 
destination.

Operator note: The final half-day is designed for calm and recovery before onward travel. Sebastia offers hands-on ceramic activities 
that can be scheduled earlier in the program if the group is interested. Items can be fired the following day and collected on the last 
day, allowing meaningful take-home pieces without rushing. 





THEMATIC & EXPERIENTIAL JOURNEYS

Modern Palestine, Occupation 
Realities & Cultural Life

Theme: 	 Contemporary Palestine
Destinations: 	 Ramallah, Birzeit, Taybeh
Duration: 	 4 days
Best for: 	 Culture travelers, educational groups, repeat visitors, media & creative 

audiences, responsible tourism programs

This four-day program introduces Palestine through its present-day civic, cultural, and social reality. Rather than  
focusing on ancient heritage or pilgrimage, it centers on how Palestinian society functions today within political and 
mobility constraints.

Ramallah serves as the primary base and reference point. Its streets, cafés, institutions, and public spaces reveal 
how governance, culture, and everyday life operate under occupation. Birzeit adds academic and institutional depth 
through higher education and cultural infrastructure. Taybeh provides a smaller-scale perspective, showing how 
community, heritage, and local initiative persist beyond urban centers.

The program is designed for clarity and context. Political realities are addressed directly but professionally, through 
place-based experience, moderated conversations, and lived environments rather than abstract explanation. The 
emphasis is on understanding systems, choices, and daily adaptation.

Sales Pitch

Experience Palestine as it exists today. This journey explores civic life, culture, education, and daily movement 
under occupation through streets, campuses, cafés, checkpoints, and communities. Designed for travelers who 
seek understanding, context, and human perspective.

Pro tips for operators
	• Frame political realities clearly and calmly. Credibility comes from precision, not dramatization.
	• There is a lot to talk about, yet short, moderated conversations are more effective than long briefings.
	• Let places explain context. Streets, campuses, cafés, and checkpoints communicate more than lectures.
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DAY-BY-DAY ITINERARY 

Modern Palestine, Occupation 
Realities & Cultural Life

Day 1 — Entry, Control, and Civic Space

Theme: Movement as lived political reality

Day Location Key D(s) with examples

1 Ramallah MOVE: Entry via Qalandiya Checkpoint framed as everyday mobility, delay, and control • DO: 
Yasser Arafat Mausoleum and Museum as political history and collective memory, followed by 
Al-Manara Square civic orientation and street life • EAT: Ramallah café culture and modern  
Palestinian cuisine • SLEEP: Central Ramallah walkable base.

Operator note: Brief the checkpoint crossing before arrival so guests understand the process, its purpose, and the wider geography 
of access control that fragments movement across the West Bank. Frame it as a routine part of daily life without presenting it as 
acceptable or neutral. Keep the tone factual and calm, while making clear that these mobility limitations carry economic, social,  
and collective stress for those who live with them every day.

Day 2 — Institutions Under Constraint

Theme: Knowledge, limits, and continuity

Day Location Key D(s) with examples

2 Birzeit to 
Ramallah

MOVE: Short transfers between Ramallah and Birzeit • DO: Palestinian Museum visit followed 
by a moderated discussion at Birzeit University on higher education under restriction and a 
meeting with an international development organization • EAT: Café lunch with structured 
discussion • SHOP: Museum shop and curated Ramallah bookshop • SLEEP: Ramallah.

Operator note: Keep institutional meetings focused and moderated. While options are plentiful and can be tailored to group 
interests such as humanitarian work, politics, education, science and IT, or health, one academic and one international perspective is 
usually sufficient and helps maintain a clear discussion thread. Allow time for internal group debrief after visits. Work with qualified 
guides who have strong language skills and the ability to mediate nuance between lived reality and the visitors’ level of knowledge.
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Day 3 — Culture, Art, and Everyday Adaptation

Theme: Expression as response

Day Location Key D(s) with examples

3 Ramallah MOVE: Walk-first day with short, contained loops • DO: Visit to one gallery or creative space 
exploring art as social response, combined with guided interpretation of public space and daily 
street life • EAT: Street-staple lunch such as falafel or shawarma followed by a relaxed evening 
dinner • SLEEP: Ramallah.

Operator note: Choose one strong cultural space and go deep. Options include a makers space, collaborative art group, or a 
culture-focused co-working or publishing space. If a museum is preferred, the Mahmoud Darwish Museum works well when framed 
around the link between art, poetry, and politics. Allow time to browse and absorb rather than stacking visits.

Day 4 — Taybeh: Community, Heritage, and Local Agency

Theme: Local initiative within constraint

Day Location Key D(s) with examples

4 Taybeh MOVE: Scenic drive from Ramallah with viewpoints and optional short walks • DO: Brewery 
and winery visit as examples of local enterprise under restriction, combined with Saint George 
Church rehabilitation as a heritage and community initiative • EAT: Tasting paired with simple 
local food • SLEEP: Return to Ramallah or onward travel.

Operator note: This final day should gently shift the group from analysis back to everyday resilience and coping strategies. Pair 
community stories, food, tasting, and local success examples to add a constructive, forward-looking layer. Coordinate with the local 
guide to close the program with realistic but hopeful reflections, acknowledging ongoing constraints without leaving the group  
with a pessimistic final impression.





THEMATIC & EXPERIENTIAL JOURNEYS

Archaeology & Deep History

Theme: 	 From the earliest cities to contested heritage today
Destinations: 	 Jericho, Nablus, Sebastia, Jerusalem, Hebron
Duration: 	 6 days
Best for: 	 Archaeology & heritage travelers, educational groups, faith-history  

programs, repeat visitors

This six-day itinerary traces Palestine’s deep history from its earliest urban centers to living sacred cities today. Beginning 
in Jericho’s prehistoric layers, the journey follows a thematic “mosaic trail” north through Nablus and Sebastia, then into 
Jerusalem and Hebron, where archaeology, faith history, and modern political narratives intersect. Throughout, sites 
are paired with local heritage voices, landscape context, and craft traditions, allowing history to be understood as both 
ancient and present.

Sales Pitch

Explore Palestine through archaeology, interpretation, and living heritage. From the world’s earliest cities to  
sacred landscapes shaped by modern powers. This journey connects deep history with present-day reality.

Pro tips for operators
	• Keep one clear interpretive focus per day. Palestine offers dense layers of history and lived context. Two core 

sites and one focal theme per day are sufficient and leave space for discussion and reflection.
	• Acknowledge contested narratives explicitly. Archaeology in Palestine is not neutral. Sites are interpreted 

differently by different actors. Align framing in advance with your local operator and guide to match the group’s 
background and avoid confusion or misinterpretation.

	• Use craft to ground history. Mosaic and ceramic workshops help translate abstract archaeology into something 
tangible and contemporary, reinforcing continuity beyond stones and texts.

	• Build in calm pauses. Gardens, village meals, and tea breaks support processing and discussion. Use them 
intentionally as moments to debrief and reflect.
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DAY-BY-DAY ITINERARY 

Archaeology & Deep History

Day 1 — Jericho: Origins, Mosaics & Oasis Life

Theme: Continuity from ancient settlement to living craft

Day Location Key D(s) with examples

1 Jericho DO: Tell es-Sultan (earliest urban layers); Hisham’s Palace with mosaic focus; Herodian Winter 
Palace near Wadi el-Quelt • MOVE: Short bus hops, walking; optional easy cycling through oasis 
paths • EAT: Fresh juice, dates, oasis produce; farm-to-table dinner • SHOP: Mosaic Centre or 
School visit; optional evening “make your own mosaic” workshop • SLEEP: Jericho.

Operator note: Jericho is familiar to most visitors by name and works well as an opening anchor. Use it to trace continuity from 
early settlement through biblical and Umayyad periods to the present. To anchor the contemporary layer, consider arranging a 
short discussion with a local archaeologist, historian, or mosaic specialist through your local partner, focusing on restoration and 
rehabilitation efforts. For accommodation, Jericho offers both quality hotels with resort-style facilities and smaller guesthouses  
that support the local community.

Day 2 — The Mosaic Trail: Jericho + Nablus + Sebastia

Theme: Landscape, scripture, and contemporary art

Day Location Key D(s) with examples

2 Jordan Valley,  
Nablus, Sebastia

MOVE: Scenic drive from the Jordan Valley into the mountain ranges around Nablus • DO: 
Tell Balata (biblical Shechem); views of Mount Gerizim & Mount Ebal (scriptural relevance and 
modern political geography); Jacob’s Well Orthodox Church • EAT: Packed oasis lunch en route; 
slow, community-made dinner in Nablus • SHOP: Old market walk; traditional olive-oil soap 
making (one bar take-home, purchase optional) • SLEEP: Sebastia guesthouses.

Operator note: This is a transition day rather than a single-era focus. Use the drive to introduce the changing landscape between 
the Jordan Valley and the central highlands, linking climate, settlement patterns, and adaptation over time. When possible, arrange a 
specialist guide such as an ecologist or biodiversity expert as a value-adding layer. On site, keep the narrative structured by historical 
periods to avoid confusion. Biblical references should be clearly framed as interpretive lenses that have been reused and reinter-
preted from antiquity through modern times, requiring a guide confident in handling layered narratives.
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Day 3 — Sebastia: Archaeology, Narrative & Local Stewardship

Theme: Ancient layers and contested interpretation

Day Location Key D(s) with examples

3 Sebastia &  
Nisf Jbeil

MOVE: Walkable routes within Sebastia, short local transfer to Nisf Jbeil • DO: Sebastia archaeo-
logical site (Roman, Byzantine, and Crusader) with discussion on contemporary reframing and 
heritage control; meeting with a local Palestinian heritage group; Tomb of John the Baptist + 
archaeological museum • EAT: locally prepared village lunch • SHOP: Nisf Jbeil Ceramic Centre 
with optional ceramic making or painting workshop • SLEEP: Sebastia guesthouses.

Operator note: Sebastia is a highly contested heritage site. Use this day to address how archaeology and tourism can be used to 
promote or marginalize specific historical interpretations linked to ownership, control, and national identity. Include a discussion with 
local community members or Palestinian heritage specialists focused on preservation and stewardship. Balance the site visit with 
locally prepared meals or hands-on ceramic or painting workshops to make heritage tangible and to ease emotional intensity.

Day 4 — Jerusalem: Archaeology & Sacred Geography

Theme: Reading history through landscape

Day Location Key D(s) with examples

4 Jerusalem DO: Archaeological overview from earliest periods to the time of Jesus, using the Mount of 
Olives range as geographic framework; Old City walk focussed on archaeology • MOVE: Short 
drives if needed, ideally all on foot • EAT: Second-breakfast boxes from Sebastia’s fields on the 
Mount of Olives • DO (quiet): Optional group-only visit to the Benedictine Monastery garden 
(calm pause away from crowds) • SHOP: Late-afternoon stroll through Palestinian streets of  
East Jerusalem SLEEP: Jerusalem.

Operator note: Plan an early start to reduce delays. A simple locally prepared breakfast at the Sebastia guesthouse works well, 
paired with a quality packed second breakfast for the Mount of Olives. Instead of the crowded public viewpoint above the cemetery, 
consider arranging a private group visit to the Benedictine monastery’s Vacare Deo (“make room for God”)  garden, which offers an 
equally strong view, restroom access, and much calmer conditions (only small groups, faith-angle). Brief both guide and group clearly 
that this day focuses on archaeology and landscape reading rather than devotional practice to maintain interpretive clarity.

Day 5 — Jerusalem: Interpretation, Power & Narrative

Theme: Archaeology, authority, and present-tense meaning

Day Location Key D(s) with examples

5 Jerusalem MOVE: All on foot. DO: Rockefeller Archaeological Museum; Old City ramparts walk (layers and 
control of space); visit to Haram al-Sharif / Al-Aqsa Compound including Islamic Museum and 
Dome of the Rock; Dar al-Consul Cultural Centre (multimedia on Palestinian Jerusalem, past 
and present) • EAT: Tasting-based lunch in Palestinian Old City market streets • SHOP: Herbs 
and spices integrated with tastings • SLEEP: Jerusalem.

Operator note: Frame the second Jerusalem day with a clear focus on the Islamic through contemporary periods. Balance archae-
ological and historical content with present-day context, and use Palestinian Old City stops to offset complex themes through food 
and sensory moments. If possible, request a guided visit to the Haram al-Sharif area, noting that access is not available on Fridays or 
holidays. Inquire early and be prepared to adjust sequencing, as this is a rare opportunity. Allow 2-3 hours for the visit  
to do it properly.

Day 6 — Hebron: Patriarchs, City & Preservation

Theme: Living sacred city under pressure

Day Location Key D(s) with examples

6 Hebron 
(Al-Khalil)

DO: Ibrahimi Mosque / Tombs of the Patriarchs; Old City walk; meeting with the Hebron Reha-
bilitation Committee; Hebron Museum (urban preservation under occupation) • SHOP: Old City 
market street; glass-blowing factory visit • EAT: Traditional camel stew • SLEEP: Jerusalem.

Operator note: The final day is intentionally dense, bringing archaeology and its contemporary relevance together in one of the 
most contested urban spaces. The Ibrahimi Mosque itself is physically divided into Muslim and Jewish sections, reflecting the broader 
Palestinian-Israeli division of the city. Work with a highly knowledgeable local guide who can contextualize this complexity clearly 
and calmly. The meeting with the Hebron Rehabilitation Committee adds a forward-looking perspective focused on preservation and 
continuity. End the day in the Old City market with time for shopping to support local vendors, as Hebron offers one of the most 
authentic and affordable selections of traditional Palestinian heritage items. A glass-blowing factory visit provides a strong modern 
counterpoint, showing living craft traditions beyond the historic core.
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SAMPLE ITINERARIES

Special-Interest 





SPECIAL INTEREST

Winter Sun & Oasis Life

Theme: 	 Light, warmth, and everyday life. Palestine as a winter get-away.
Destinations: 	 Jericho and the Jordan Valley, Jerusalem, Ramallah
Duration: 	 5 days
Best for: 	 Winter travel, senior and mixed-ability groups, culture travelers, short-stay 

visitors, repeat Holy Land travelers, multi-country itineraries

This five-day program is designed specifically for winter conditions, using Palestine’s climate diversity as an asset. 
Warmth, light, and open landscapes in the Jordan Valley are paired with gentle city exploration in Jerusalem and 
Ramallah. The focus is on ease, sensory richness, and everyday life.

Jericho anchors the program with oasis agriculture, early settlement history, and outdoor experiences that shine 
in winter. Jerusalem provides cultural and historical depth with careful pacing and limited walking. Ramallah adds a 
contemporary urban layer through cafés, public life, and modern institutions.

The itinerary is calm, accessible, and highly adaptable. It works well as a stand-alone winter program or as a seasonal 
extension within longer regional journeys.

Sales Pitch

Escape the nothern hemisphere winter into warmth, light, and everyday life. From Jericho’s oasis agriculture 
to Jerusalem’s layered streets and Ramallah’s café culture, this five-day journey offers a calm, accessible, and 
deeply human introduction to Palestine, ideal for winter travel.

Pro tips for operators
	• Add a second Jericho night for deeper agricultural or nature-focused experiences.
	• Extend to Bethlehem for a short sacred heritage add-on or time with one of Bethlehem’s three Christmas  

seasons (Western tradition, Orthodox, Armenian).
	• Combine with Jordan as a winter sun regional itinerary.
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DAY-BY-DAY ITINERARY 

Winter Sun & Oasis Life

Day 1 — Arrival and Descent into the Jordan Valley

Theme: Entering warmth and landscape contrast

Day Location Key D(s) with examples

1 Arrival to  
Jericho

MOVE: Scenic drive descending from Jerusalem into the Jordan Valley with photo stop • DO: 
Landscape orientation explaining altitude, climate, and agricultural patterns • EAT: Light lunch 
and fresh juice on arrival • SHOP: Dates and local produce products • SLEEP: Jericho.

Operator note: The descent into the Jordan Valley creates an immediate sensory shift, especially for visitors arriving from a cold 
northern-hemisphere winter. Dropping to more than 200 meters below sea level, the warmth, desert light, and oasis atmosphere of 
Jericho feel striking, with the Jordanian highlands visible in the distance. Use this transition intentionally. Build in a scenic photo stop 
before the descent, or if timing allows, pause at the desert pilgrimage site of Nabi Musa halfway along the route. In Jericho, allow 
unhurried time to absorb the climate and landscape. A short walk through orange groves or date palm orchards helps anchor the 
experience before beginning site visits. If schedules permit, the cable car ascent to the Mount of Temptation in the late afternoon 
offers a memorable panoramic view over the oasis and surrounding desert.

Day 2 — Jericho Oasis Life and Deep Time

Theme: From earliest settlement to living agriculture

Day Location Key D(s) with examples

2 Jericho & the 
oasis life

MOVE: Short local transfers and optional cycling, hiking, horse-riding • DO: Tell es-Sultan as 
earliest urban settlement and Hisham’s Palace with mosaic focus; hands-on mosaic workshop • 
EAT: Farm-to-table lunch using local produce and relaxed dinner • SHOP: Mosaic art and small 
craft pieces • SLEEP: Jericho.

Operator note: Winter is the ideal season for Jericho. Keep the program outdoors where possible and take advantage of alternative 
mobility options offered in the oasis city. Depending on group ability and interest, arrange cycling, short walks, donkey riding, 
horse-drawn carriages, or camel rides. After visiting Hisham’s Palace, consider adding a hands-on mosaic workshop as a take-home 
experience for groups interested in craft and heritage.

Day 3 — From Oasis to the Holy City

Theme: Geography, belief, and urban continuity

Day Location Key D(s) with examples

3 Jericho to  
Jerusalem

MOVE: Morning drive from the Jordan Valley into Jerusalem • DO: Mount of Olives overview 
followed by a measured Old City walk focusing on historical layers • EAT: Warm lunch + hot tea 
in Palestinian Old City streets • SHOP: Spices, sweets, and pantry items • SLEEP: Jerusalem.

Operator note: Balance Jericho’s openness with Jerusalem’s density. Use the Mount of Olives viewpoint for initial orientation over 
Jerusalem and brief the group that the ascent is roughly 1,200 meters in elevation, bringing a noticeable change in climate and 
temperature. Rain is possible and, on rare occasions, even snow, which creates a strong contrast after the warmth of Jericho. Keep 
the Jerusalem day short and clearly focused. After spacious days in the oasis, the city will feel dense, which is part of the experience. 
Allow generous free time, ideally through a guided culinary walk in the Palestinian sweets and herbs streets of the Old City.
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Day 4 — Jerusalem and Ramallah: City Life in Winter

Theme: Everyday rhythm under constraint

Day Location Key D(s) with examples

4 Jerusalem to 
Ramallah

MOVE: Transfer north with brief context on mobility realities • DO: Yasser Arafat Museum and 
civic walk around Al-Manara Square • EAT: Café-based lunch and relaxed dinner • SHOP:  
Bookshop or small design stores • SLEEP: Ramallah.

Operator note: Ramallah adds a rarely visited highlight and a strong contemporary layer to the journey. After the calm, agricultural 
atmosphere of the Jericho oasis and the dense, spiritual, and highly contested environment of Jerusalem’s Old City, Ramallah acts as 
a third reference point. It is a city constrained by checkpoints and access controls, yet inside it is vibrant, modern, and socially active. 
Use the drive to frame expectations clearly, explaining the contrast between external restrictions and internal daily life, so guests 
arrive prepared to read the city as lived, present-tense Palestine.

Day 5 — Ramallah Close and Departure

Theme: Contemporary life and gentle closure 

Day Location Key D(s) with examples

5 Ramallah MOVE: Walkable half-day • DO: Relaxed street walk and optional Mahmoud Darwish Museum • 
EAT: Final shared meal and warm drinks • SHOP: Curated take-home items • SLEEP: departure 
or onward travel.

Operator note: End the program with a calm, unhurried close. If onward travel is planned, arrange a high-quality packed lunch 
or snack to keep the transition smooth. This itinerary combines particularly well with extensions to Jordan, for example a short 
continuation to the Red Sea in Aqaba for rest and contrast after the cultural program.





SPECIAL INTEREST

Youth, Arts & Dialogue 

Theme: 	 Young voices, cultural expression, and dialogue in contemporary Palestine
Destinations: 	 Ramallah, Birzeit, Jerusalem, Nablus
Duration: 	 6 days
Best for: 	 University groups, youth and student programs, arts & media audiences, 

dialogue initiatives, repeat visitors, educational and NGO-linked travel

This program introduces Palestine through the perspectives of its younger generations, artists, students, and 
cultural actors. It focuses on how creativity, education, and public discourse function under political constraint, and 
how youth culture shapes daily life, expression, and future thinking.

Ramallah serves as the primary base, offering cafés, public space, institutions, and cultural venues that reflect contem-
porary urban life. Birzeit adds academic depth and institutional context. East Jerusalem introduces layered identity, 
culture, and access realities. Nablus contributes strong youth energy rooted in a living old & modern city, food culture, 
and university life.

The itinerary is conversation-driven rather than site-heavy. It is designed to encourage exchange, reflection, and 
facilitated dialogue, while remaining grounded in place and daily experience.

Sales Pitch

Meet Palestine through its young voices. This journey connects students, artists, educators, and cultural actors 
across Ramallah, Birzeit, Jerusalem, and Nablus, offering a grounded, human introduction to contemporary 
Palestinian life through dialogue, creativity, and everyday experience.

Pro tips for operators
	• Keep groups small enough for dialogue. Many activities work best with 15 to 25 participants.
	• Prioritize facilitation over volume. One strong encounter per day is more effective than multiple short visits.
	• Build in debrief time; make cafés, walks, and shared meals part of the program design.
	• Match speakers carefully through your local operator. Align academic, cultural, or civil-society encounters  

with the group’s background and interests.
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DAY-BY-DAY ITINERARY 

Youth, Arts & Dialogue 

Day 1 — Arrival and Civic Orientation

Theme: First contact with contemporary Palestine

Day Location Key D(s) with examples

1 Ramallah MOVE: Arrival transfer and short orientation drive • DO: Guided civic walk around Al-Manara 
Square and central streets • EAT: Café-based lunch introducing modern Palestinian cuisine • 
SHOP: Small bookshop or design store • SLEEP: Ramallah.

Operator note: Regardless of the arrival route, access to Ramallah passes through one of several checkpoints and access control 
points. Brief the group in advance that crossing is part of daily life under constraint. This is an appropriate moment to note, calmly 
and factually, that visitors often experience greater mobility than most people living in the West Bank. Set the tone deliberately and 
clearly without dramatizing or causing concern. Access and movement will remain a recurring theme throughout the program.

Day 2 — Education, Youth, and Institutions

Theme: Knowledge under constraint

Day Location Key D(s) with examples

2 Birzeit and 
Ramallah

MOVE: Short transfer north • DO: Palestinian Museum visit followed by Birzeit University cam-
pus context stop and moderated discussion • EAT: Conversational lunch near campus • SHOP: 
Museum shop • SLEEP: Ramallah.

Operator note: This day introduces modern Palestinian reality through education and life planning under constraint. Use the 
Palestine Museum as a contemporary cultural anchor, ideally with a guided visit linked to the current exhibition and, where possible, 
a conversation with local artists or youth. Continue at Birzeit University with a campus-based discussion tailored to the group’s back-
ground. Focus on education pathways, local and international opportunities, employment prospects, and future expectations, keeping 
the format conversational rather than lecture-based. As an additional perspective, consider a visit to the Star Mountain Rehabilitation 
Centre to explore how people live and thrive with disabilities in Palestine.

Day 3 — Arts, Media, and Expression

Theme: Creativity as response and dialogue

Day Location Key D(s) with examples

3 Ramallah MOVE: Walk-first day • DO: One curated art space or cultural initiative, plus optional Mahmoud 
Darwish Museum focusing on poetry and politics • EAT: Street-based lunch and relaxed dinner 
• MOVE: Short walking loops only • SLEEP: Ramallah.

Operator note: This day connects politics and artistic expression. Work with local partners to select a small number of art spaces that 
reflect the diversity of young, contemporary, and experimental Palestinian art. Balance these with a visit to the Mahmoud Darwish 
Museum, using poetry and literary heritage to frame today’s cultural scene. In the evening, choose a local bar or restaurant that is also 
frequented by younger residents to experience Ramallah’s social life in an informal setting.
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Day 4 — Jerusalem: Identity, Access, and Culture

Theme: Youth life in a fragmented city

Day Location Key D(s) with examples

4 East Jerusalem MOVE: Entry via East Jerusalem with access briefing • DO: Guided walk through Palestinian 
streets focusing on daily life, culture, and youth spaces • EAT: Tasting-based lunch in local 
eateries • SHOP: crafts and pantry items • SLEEP: Ramallah or Jerusalem

Operator note: Frame Jerusalem through lived experience rather than symbolism. Emphasize access, movement, and everyday 
negotiation as the key learning layers, returning to the theme of mobility and restriction. Highlight that entry to Jerusalem is limited 
for most Palestinians living in Ramallah and other West Bank areas. Where possible, arrange a meeting with Palestinian Jerusalemite 
youth in the Old City or East Jerusalem to add firsthand perspective on life on the other side of the Separation Wall.

Day 5 — Youth Energy and Living City

Theme: Identity through food, markets, and student life

Day Location Key D(s) with examples

5 Nablus MOVE: Northbound transfer • DO: Old City walk emphasizing daily rhythm and youth presence; 
plan a meeting & discussion in Balata Refugee Camp (if situation allows) • EAT: Market tastings 
and seated knafeh moment • SHOP: Soap factory (intergenerational passing-on of cultural craft 
heritage and memory) and take-home item • SLEEP: Nablus or return to Ramallah.

Operator note: Nablus presents a sharp contrast. Entry already reveals the surrounding constraints, including settlements and 
access-controlled roads, while inside the city daily life is energetic and youthful. Design the day to show both layers, combining the 
Old City with selected modern districts. Where appropriate and situation permitting, a visit to Balata Refugee Camp can add  
important context. End the day in the modern city, for example at a café or public space, to leave a forward-looking and  
balanced final impression.

Day 6 — Dialogue, Reflection, and Closure

Theme: Exchange and future thinking

Day Location Key D(s) with examples

6 Ramallah MOVE: Short local transfers • DO: Facilitated dialogue session with youth group, NGO, or  
cultural initiative • EAT: Closing meal • SHOP: Optional final shopping • SLEEP: Departure.

Operator note: The final day works best as a debrief and reflection day. After several days of firsthand experience, groups are usually 
more confident in discussion but may also feel frustrated or emotionally affected by what they have seen. Use this moment intention-
ally to restore balance between understanding constraints, recognizing everyday life, and highlighting forward-looking approaches 
among youth. Meetings can include a local youth group and, optionally, an international organization or diplomatic actor based in 
Ramallah to add an external perspective. These conversations are most effective after the group has built its own observations,  
rather than earlier in the program when international narratives can dominate.





SPECIAL INTEREST

Faith, Food & Families 

Theme: 	 Active faith, shared tables, and hands-on culture through  
family-friendly experiences

Destinations: 	 Jerusalem, Bethlehem, Jericho, Nablus, Sebastia
Duration: 	 6 days
Best for: 	 Families, intergenerational groups, faith-based travelers with children, 

active cultural programs, first-timers seeking engagement

This six-day journey introduces Palestine through participation, movement, and shared experience. Faith is explored 
through lived places rather than long explanations, food through cooking and family tables, and culture through 
hands-on crafts and outdoor activity.

The program is designed to keep energy high, involve all ages, and reduce “museum fatigue” by alternating 
sacred sites with play, making, walking, and tasting. It works particularly well for families and mixed-age groups, where 
children, youth, and adults can engage together without language becoming a barrier.

Sales Pitch

Discover Palestine through faith, food, and family life. This hands-on journey blends sacred places with play, 
crafts, and shared meals, creating an experience where all generations participate together. A warm, active, and 
meaningful introduction to Palestine that replaces passive sightseeing with connection and memory.

Pro tips for operators
	• Alternate faith sites with activity to keep children engaged.
	• Use workshops and food to bridge language gaps naturally.
	• Keep explanations short and place-based; let doing lead understanding.
	• Overnight in Sebastia to balance city intensity with countryside calm.
	• Build shared “make and take” moments into the program for lasting impact.
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DAY-BY-DAY ITINERARY 

Faith, Food & Families

Day 1 — Jerusalem: Faith in Motion & Everyday Life

Theme: Sacred places as lived space

Day Location Key D(s) with examples

1 East Jerusalem 
& Old City

MOVE: Walk-first introduction via Mount of Olives viewpoint + Old City entry • DO: Short faith- 
focused walk (Gethsemane, Old City streets, one key church visit only + tower climbing) + inter-
active storytelling moments • EAT: Street lunch (falafel, pastries, juice) • SHOP: Small sweets and 
spice stop as discovery moment • SLEEP: Jerusalem (walkable base to Old City).

Operator note: Jerusalem can be engaging and fun for small groups and families, especially with children, when it is approached 
through discovery and movement. Begin with the Mount of Olives viewpoint, then add lesser-visited, exploratory stops such as the 
‘Tomb of the Prophets Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi‘ (ancient burial caves) on the Mount of Olives, which require flashlights and 
work well as a “mini adventure.” Other strong discovery options include underground spaces like the Prison of Christ, cisterns and 
Roman street levels near the Ecce Homo area by the Antonia Fortress, or the large cistern at the Coptic St. Anthony Monastery beside 
the Holy Sepulchre. Add vertical movement with the tower climb at the Church of the Redeemer for panoramic views and a physical 
challenge. Choose a guide experienced with children and comfortable using active, story-based interpretation. Build in frequent 
street-food pauses to taste, smell, and touch the city. For a calm reset, a stop at Dar al-Consul for the VR experience of the Haram  
al-Sharif, adding an engaging and age-friendly layer.

Day 2 — Bethlehem: Nativity, Craft & Making

Theme: Faith, creativity, and family continuity

Day Location Key D(s) with examples

2 Bethlehem DO: Church of the Nativity (early, focused visit) + Milk Grotto quiet pause • DO: Icon painting 
or craft workshop with local artisans (hands-on, age-adaptable) • EAT: Family-style Palestinian 
lunch; bakery stop • SHOP: Olive-wood or mother-of-pearl workshop • SLEEP: Bethlehem.

Operator note: Bethlehem works especially well for families and children because it is naturally linked to the Nativity and the Christmas 
story. The Church of the Nativity and the Grotto, together with the adjacent grottoes, offer a faith-based visit that is engaging and easy 
to relate to. For older children, the underground columbarium with human bones can add an element of discovery when framed 
sensitively. Complement the sacred sites with active workshop demonstrations and a family-style lunch, ideally hosted in a local home, 
to introduce children to everyday life in Bethlehem. Add a visit to the Shepherds’ Fields for a tangible understanding of birth in a cave, 
which helps correct the common Western image of a stable and makes the story more concrete and memorable.
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Day 3 — Jericho: Oasis Play & Ancient Skills

Theme: Desert, water, and early human life

Day Location Key D(s) with examples

3 Jericho & the 
Jordan Valley

MOVE: Scenic descent into the Jordan Valley with photo stop • DO: Tell es-Sultan (short, sto-
ry-led) + oasis walk • EAT: Fresh juice, dates, farm lunch • DO: Donkey or camel ride; optional 
bike loop • SHOP: Mosaic Centre visit + hands-on mosaic workshop • SLEEP: Jericho.

Operator note: Jericho is the natural “fun day” of the program. Keep it outdoors, active, and playful. Depending on group age and 
interests, include donkey or camel rides, an easy bike tour through the oasis, or short hikes. A strong sequence is the cable car ascent 
to the Mount of Temptation, a visit to the monastery, and a gentle hike back down. Combine movement with hands-on exploration of 
fields and orchards, followed by a farm-to-table lunch, ideally in a local guesthouse suited to small groups. For late arrivals or families 
needing downtime, choose a hotel with a pool for relaxation. A mosaic workshop works well across all ages and gives families a 
shared, meaningful take-home memory from Jericho.

Day 4 — Nablus: Taste, Markets & Hammam Option

Theme: The city through senses

Day Location Key D(s) with examples

4 Nablus DO: Old City market walk with tasting pauses; add Hamman experience if age appropriate • 
EAT: Seated knafeh hero moment + family lunch • SHOP: Soap factory with demonstration; 
one-take-home bar • SLEEP: Sebastia.

Operator note: Nablus works best when framed as discovery. The markets, smells, and food naturally engage children and 
encourage curiosity. Keep archaeology optional and light. Focus the city visit on tasting, exploring, and learning through the senses.  
A short visit to a soap factory is ideal to show how soap is made, with one bar as a simple take-home gift for younger visitors. End the 
day calmly outside the city in Sebastia, with a sunset walk or donkey ride through the landscape to balance the energy of the markets 
and close the day in a relaxed, outdoor setting.

Day 5 — Sebastia: Space, Landscape & Making

Theme: Slow heritage and countryside play

Day Location Key D(s) with examples

5 Sebastia &  
Nisf Jbeil

MOVE: Short village transfers; walking on site • DO: Archaeological overview (short, selective) 
+ village storytelling; ceramic workshop or painting session in Nisf Jbeil; short hiek or donkey 
ride in surrounding hilss • EAT: Village lunch; terrace pause or outdoor picnic SHOP: Ceramics 
incl. self-made piece • SLEEP: Sebastia guesthouses.

Operator note: Sebastia is well suited for families because of its open space and calm atmosphere. Alongside a short archaeological 
introduction at the acropolis and a visit to the Tomb of John the Baptist, it allows for a gentle encounter with everyday religious life 
through a mosque visit, explaining how mosques function as places of worship. Add a hands-on ceramic workshop where children 
can paint their own pieces. This practical activity helps balance site visits and gives families a creative, take-home reminder of Sebastia. 

Day 6 — Wadi el-Quelt Hike & Return

Theme: Nature, reflection, and closure

Day Location Key D(s) with examples

6 Wadi el-Quelt + 
Jerusalem

MOVE: Morning transfer + short guided hike in Wadi el-Quelt • DO: Viewpoint of Saint George 
Monastery; nature storytelling • EAT: Picnic-style lunch or simple restaurant stop • MOVE: 
Return to Jerusalem • SHOP: Final sweets or craft stop.

Operator note: End the program actively but calmly. A short Wadi el-Qelt hike is memorable and manageable for most families when 
the route length is adjusted in advance with your local operator. As a fun option, arrange bikes at the end of the hike for an easy ride 
down toward Jericho. If this has not been done earlier, plan pool time at one of Jericho’s hotels as a relaxed final moment before 
departure. It provides a gentle close to the journey and helps families recharge before onward travel.
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Frequently Asked Questions

What is this handbook for?

This handbook is a planning, design, and sales support 
tool for tour operators, travel designers, and DMC 
partners working with Palestine. It helps teams design 
itineraries that are realistic to operate, clear to sell, and 
meaningful to experience. It is not a marketing brochure 
for end consumers, and it is not intended to replace 
professional judgement or local briefings.

Who is this handbook written for?

Primarily for:

	• international tour operators,
	• travel designers and product managers,
	• DMCs and incoming partners,
	• sales and operations teams,

It is designed to support internal planning, supplier 
communication, and client briefing.

Is this a political guide?

No. This handbook does not promote political positions, 
legal claims, or advocacy agendas. It does not attempt to 
define what is “right” or “wrong” in political terms. It does 
acknowledge that political realities affect movement, 
access, and daily life, because these realities directly 
impact tourism planning and guest experience. They are 
addressed factually, practically, and with care when and 
where they matter operationally.

Why does the handbook talk about occupation?

Because it is part of the lived geography that affects:

	• routing and mobility,
	• timing and access,
	• guest expectations and questions.

Ignoring it would lead to poor planning and misleading 
itineraries. The guide shows how to integrate context 
responsibly and without turning trips into lectures or 
spectacle.

Is this guide meant to be “responsible tourism” or 
“ethical travel”?

It supports community-supportive, dignity-forward tourism, 
but it is not a certification system or a moral framework.

The focus is practical:

	• how to design better days,
	• how to support local livelihoods,
	• how to avoid harm or misrepresentation,
	• how to deliver strong guest experiences in a  

complex destination.

Can we use this handbook with our branding?

Yes. The handbook is designed as a white-label, share-
able resource, under the stated usage license. You may 
adapt and brand it for your own internal use or client-
facing materials, within the stated limitations.
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Can we sell this handbook?

No. The handbook may not be sold, used for certification, 
or presented as an endorsement or official approval of 
any tourism activity, site, story, narrative, or any service 
mentioned herein.

Does this handbook guarantee smooth operations?

No. Palestine is a complex destination. This guide does 
not promise friction-free travel. It helps you design for 
flexibility, pacing, and quality, so programs remain strong 
even when conditions shift.

Is this handbook a replacement for local DMCs or 
supplier briefings?

No. This guide supports planning and communication, 
but it does not replace:

	• real-time operational updates,
	• local supplier expertise,
	• duty-of-care assessments,
	• guide-level decision-making on the ground. 

Why is Gaza not featured in this handbook?

At present, Gaza is not included because there is no 
viable tourism framework that could be planned, sold, or 
operated responsibly. Tourism can be a powerful driver 
of economic development, visibility, and recovery, but 
only when:

	• safety and access allow for visitor presence,
	• local partners can host with dignity and consent,
	• tourism activity does not cause harm or exploitation.

As soon as conditions allow for responsible, community-led 
tourism engagement, Gaza will be addressed in future 
updates. This handbook is a living resource and will 
evolve with realities on the ground.

Will this handbook be updated?

Yes. Palestine is dynamic. Routes, access, and opportuni-
ties change. Updates will be made as conditions evolve, 
especially where new forms of responsible tourism 
become possible.
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What should we do if clients ask questions this 
handbook doesn’t answer?

That’s expected.

Use this guide as a framework, then rely on:

	• your local partners,
	• guide expertise,
	• clear pre-trip briefings,
	• honest, calm communication.

In gerneral, well-briefed clients and well-aligned partners 
are the strongest tools in complex destinations.

What is the main takeaway for operators?

Palestine is not an easy destination, but it is a rewarding 
one when designed well. This handbook exists to help 
you move from hesitation to clarity, from site lists to expe-
riences, and from abstraction to well-delivered journeys.
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